
 

  

 

Teaching and Learning 
Next week completes our staged return for all students from preschool to year 6. As our 
children in years 5 and 6 join us from Tuesday 2 June, we understand that some families 
have made the decision to continue their child’s learning program in the home 
environment, while others have returned to school per the staged model set up by the 
Education Directorate. Students who are at school will be taught face to face by staff in 
the traditional teaching and learning model. Students who continue to learn from home 
will be directed to the online learning portal that has been developed by our 
Directorate. This portal has continued to evolve since we last engaged with it and now 
includes year level specific learning activities for children to support remote learning. A 
team in our directorate have been developing material and adding to this resource in 
recent weeks. This will continue as a way to support families across the ACT who have 
made the decision to keep their children at home. 
The portal described can be found here:  
 
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/act-home-learning/resources-to-support-home-
learning 
 
Morning and Afternoon Drop Off and Pick Up 
Thank you for your flexibility as morning and afternoon arrangements continue to 
evolve in response to our staged return to face to face learning and teaching. As we 
welcome back our final year groups to school, we are asking that families support in the 
following ways: 
Mornings: please continue to say goodbye to your children at a school gate, 
remembering social distancing protocols for adults. Sanitiser stations will still be set up 
at each major school entry point. 
Afternoons: As the whole school community returns, social distancing for adults around 
school exit points is becoming more challenging as adults congregate to wait for their 
children. Therefore, from Tuesday 2 June, parents and carers are able to enter school 
gates for collection of their children. We ask that all adults remain outside school 
buildings. Any meetings with staff members should continue to be prearranged so that 
adequate physical space for the meeting can be arranged. 
 

   
 

We have received positive feedback regarding the car line pick up at the end of each 
school day. We would like to continue to offer this option. Please only use our main 
carpark if you are willing to remain in your vehicle and have your child come to the car 
line. If you would like to continue to use this option for pickup, please clearly print your 
child/ren’s name on the sign attached to this email and leave in your car glove box. 
When entering the car line, this sign can be displayed on the dashboard of the car for a 

more streamlined pick up. 

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-aFI_BLiZ4oHv5EHjB9x-Yf8t4o8z86H/view 
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CONTACTS 
 

Chromebooks 

 
Thank you to all the families that 

have returned borrowed 

chromebooks. With the last of our 

students returning to school next 

week, we ask that all chromebooks 

are now returned to school. Students 

on site will need them for some of 

their learning tasks. If your family 

borrowed a wifi device, could you 

also return that to the front office. 
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I would like to thank all staff at Maribyrnong for their continued flexibility and good humour as we’ve navigated each change in 
recent months. From moving to a pupil free period, to taking part in professional learning in how to support remote learning, to 
supporting a Safe and Supervised Site while managing remote learning, to transitioning back to school, to finally, looking at the 
best and most productive way to report against student achievement in the current environment. I am constantly thankful for the 
high calibre staff we have at Maribyrnong and their willingness to pivot and do what’s best in the interests of our children. 
 
Assessment and Reporting 
With the current COVID-19 situation and the variables described above, questions have been raised about what assessment and 

reporting will look like at the end of this school semester. The majority of our students have not been at school for approximately 

eight weeks previous to this week, which raises questions about how staff can adequately provide well balanced information to 

families on student achievement. Our children at Maribyrnong will receive an end of semester 1 report, however, this report will 

not include A-E grades. These will be included in the end of semester 2 report. The report provided at the end of this term will 

include the achievement standards from the Australian Curriculum that have been addressed while children have been at school- 

this is a whole of directorate approach across all ACT Government schools. Teachers will be in contact with families to arrange 

parent teacher interviews early next term. 

 

School Grounds Upgrades 
New work will begin in the coming weeks on our preschool grounds. Money has been set aside over a number of years to enable 
this important work to happen. Plans include the provision of a series of spaces following a journey/flow through the outdoor 
space that will allow children to creatively express their ideas through play. It is aimed that the majority of this work will happen 
during times when children are not in the school to minimise disruption. 
 
School Grounds Master Plan 
Discussions have also begun on the development of a masterplan for the primary school playground. This plan will allow us to 
stage improvement works over the next ten years and be targeted with any grants and funding that we receive. We want this 
plan to be something where our school community feels a sense of ownership and connection. To enable this to happen, there 
will be information in the coming weeks detailing how children, families and members of the wider community can have input 
into the plan with their own concepts and ideas. If this is something that you’d like to be more closely involved with, please email 
me (andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au). 
 
Kind Regards, 

Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

     National Reconciliation Week 
 

The theme for #NRW2020 – In this together – is now resonating in ways we could not have 

foreseen when it was announced last year, but it reminds us whether in a crisis or in 

reconciliation we are all in this together. Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – as 

individuals, families, schools, communities, organisations and importantly as a nation. At 

the heart of this journey are relationships between the broader Australian community and 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.We all have a role to play when it comes to 

reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities 

that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories,  cultures, and futures. At 

Maribyrnong we are commemorating National Reconciliation Week and togetherness by 

joining in singing our Together Song (written by Maribyrnong students and families while 

remote learning) as we return to school. Leah Brideson has also painted a special and 

unique artwork for our front office area of the school which you may have seen in our 

morning messages this week. Her piece ‘Guuma-Li, Wuuri (Collect/Gather, Give) is a story of 

community, growing with the influences of people, collecting knowledge along the way and 

sharing it on to support others. Leah is going to make a special visit to Maribyrnong to talk 

with students about what this artwork means to her in the coming days.  
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DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR NEWS 

 

This week we are recognising World Play Day! 

 

The World Play Day, sponsored by the International Toy Library 

Association (ITLA), is held on 28 May to commemorate the day the ITLA proposed 

in 1987. Unlike most official “days,” the World Play Day is more of an attitude of 

connecting generations through play than a day of scheduled or planned events. 

Why is play important? 

Through play children develop physically, cognitively, socially and emotionally. 

Why make time to play together as a family? 

Play encourages teamwork, problem solving, empathy, creativity, self-expression, 

negotiation, communication, goal setting, self-confidence, self-reliance, following 

rules and social interaction. 

 

Jean Piaget who is well known for his work on childhood development said that 

“Play is the work of childhood”. Wouldn’t we all like work to feel like that? 

 

Take time to play on World Play Day. 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong 

 

 

 

 

Canteen To Re-Open! 

Already tired of making school lunches? Good news, why not have a break as 

the school canteen will be re-opening effective from Friday 5 June. 

The re-opening will initially begin with the canteen opening every Friday for B1 

lunch orders. Lunch orders will only be available via online payment through 

flexischools as a social distancing measure. Many of our popular menu items 

will return including burgers, chicken wraps and potato gems however due to 

availability and practicality, some menu items will be unavailable including ice 

creams. 

 

To make an online order, register and log in to 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/. 

 

The school and P&C will closely monitor the return of the canteen and will 

make any necessary adjustments in line with government and health expert 

advice. At this point of time, the canteen will be managed without volunteers 

to comply with the current social distancing requirements. We would like to 

thank our volunteers and note that we look forward to their return when 

restrictions allow us to do so. 

 

Regards 

Maribyrnong Primary P&C 

https://www.pgpedia.com/i/international-toy-library-association
https://www.pgpedia.com/i/international-toy-library-association
https://www.flexischools.com.au/


     

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

Critical information about COVID-19 available in 

languages other than English 

The ACT Government is working hard to keep the Canberra 
community safe and informed. It is important for the wellbeing of 
our community critical information about COVID-19 is available in 
languages other than English to support Canberrans who need this 
support. Information on COVID-19 is now available to Canberrans 
in twelve community languages; Arabic, Chinese, Dari, Farsi, Greek, 
Hindi, Korean, Spanish, Tamil, Urdu, Vietnamese. 

To access these translated information resources, as well as links 
to other language resources (including information from the 
Australian Government) please visit the ACT Government COVID-
19 website. The ACT Government continues to update the 
information available in these languages. Schools are asked to 
support community members to stay informed by sharing the links 
to information on the ACT COVID-19 website. 

https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/resources/translated-resources

