
 

  

 

Possum Press  
It’s hard to believe that we have reached the halfway point in term 4! After a year that 
has in some ways seemed to drag on forever, we are now looking at the prospect of 
only five more weekends before our summer holiday break.   
 
Happy Families Membership 
On Monday night we had a number of Maribyrnong community members join Justin 
Coulson for a webinar specifically for families at our school. Justin focused on building 
resilience in children and also stepped people through what’s on offer for our school 
Happy Families membership. If you haven’t already, you can sign up here: 
https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/maribyrnong 

Each fortnight in our Possum Press we are including some of Justin’s helpful hints and 
advice for families:  

Your morning starts the night before.  
If mornings are challenging in your home, perhaps the single most important lesson I've 

learned over the years for smoothing out those tired, slow mornings is this: 
Try adding these ideas into your evening routine: 

After dinner and teeth brushing, take your children to their room and organise 
tomorrow's school bag, uniform, library books, sports equipment, and anything else 

they'll need. Find their shoes, their socks, and more. 
Next, jot down what they'd like for breakfast and lunch tomorrow. 

It means decisions in the morning are already made.  
Then resume your usual routine of stories, hugs, and bed.  

You'll all sleep better knowing that everything is in order for tomorrow. 
 
Remembrance Day 

On Wednesday this week our school House Captains led us through a Remembrance Day 

ceremony, helping us to honour those who have given the ultimate sacrifice for the 

freedom we enjoy in Australia today. It was clear to see that our children understand 

what Remembrance Day is about and many were able to articulate the significance for 

them personally and the connection to their own family. Thank you to all staff members 

for the ways that you helped children connect with this significant event in an age 

appropriate way and an extra special thankyou to our Defence School Mentor, Jackie 

Sampson for her coordination of the ceremony.  
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FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER: T4 W5 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Yr 5/6 SHFPACT Sessions 
23 & 30 November 

 
Solar Fair (students only) 

Tuesday 1 December after B1 
 

Year 4 Camp Warrumbui 
3 & 4 December 

 
Year 6 Big Spash Day 

Friday 4 December 
 

See last page of Possum Press 
For more dates! 

 
 
 
 

 

DATES 
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NAIDOC Week 

In a week of remembering, our students have also spent some time in classes 

celebrating the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples. In kindergarten students talked through their Acknowledgment 

of Country and why it is important to be grateful for the Ngunnawal land we 

learn on.  

 

 

P&C Spring Raffle 

In the absence of our Twilight Fair this year, our P&C are running an online spring raffle. To access the raffle, which closes on 

Monday 30 November, please use the following link: 

https://www.rafflelink.com.au/mps-spring-raffle 

 

 
 

Giving Tree 

A long held community tradition at Maribyrnong Primary School is a Giving Tree. This year we are teaming up with 

Communities@Work to collect donations of gifts and food for the Communities@Work Christmas Appeal. By taking part, we 

hope to bring some joy to struggling families and individuals. We know that 2020 has been harder than previous years for many 

and any donation will help make a meaningful difference to people in need, knowing they will now have food on their tables at 

Christmas and gifts to give to their families. Our Giving Tree will be set up in the administration area of the school.  

 

Maribyrnong Staff Participation in Movember 

You may have noticed some hairier looking faces around the school of late, or perhaps some fitter looking staff members as many 

of the adults in the Maribyrnong school community grow a moustache or get a little extra active during November for a good 

cause. If you would like to make a contribution to the ‘Maribyrnong Mostachios’, the link is below: 

https://movember.com/t/maribyrnong-mostachios?mc=1 

 

Discord App 

Recently, we have heard of many students talking about interacting online on Discord. Discord is an app, originally used by video 

gamers, which enables users to chat via text, voice or in real time video. The age minimum for this app is 13, meaning all our 

students in primary school are too young to use this app based on the age recommendations. There is the potential for them to 

be exposed to inappropriate content and to engage in conversations with people online that they do not know. This is not an app 

that we use at school, or ask students to use at home in order to complete school work. If your child has been using Discord, 

please see the link below in order to become more informed about this app.  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-discord 

Have a great week, 
Andrew.  
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Year 1 
 

Year 1 have been busy with our Inquiry unit 
‘Walking With the Seasons in Kakadu’. We have 
been fortunate to have Adam Shipp come in and 
show the children the different types of flora in 
the Canberra bushland. The children were 
delighted to touch and taste a variety of edible 
seeds and teas. We also were lucky to have the 
loan of some VR Goggles. We looked at Australia 
from outer space and then zoomed in on popular 
hotspots like the Sydney Harbour in New South 
Wales and the Great Barrier Reef in Queensland. 
 

  

Year 2 
 
Year 2 have been exploring Fractured Fairy Tales. Do you know 
the real story of The Three Little Pigs? We do. We also know 
how important it is to brush your teeth, you might even marry a 
prince if you're lucky. We are now using our knowledge of 
narratives and descriptive language to create our own 
Fractured Fairy Tales.  
 

 
In Maths,we have been focussing on solving word problems. 
We are working out what information is important and what 
the question is asking us to solve. We have also been 
investigating chance and looking at the possibilities of events 
occurring. We were really hoping the Queen would come for 
lunch but we don’t think it’s possible.  

 

  

   

 

 

Lights on Learning! 

Preschool 
 
The preschool groups are enjoying observing our 
new resident Silkworms. We are feeding them lots 
of mulberry leaves and have observed them 
change from small worms into great big worms. 
Some are starting to spin their cocoons of silk. 
We’re looking forward to seeing what emerges 
from the cocoons in the coming weeks! We have 
also been learning about living things and what 
three essential components living things need; 
sun, water and food. We are engaged in planting 
seeds and plants and observing their changes over 
time. 
 

  
 
 

Kindergarten 
 

   
 
In Maths, Kindergarten have been looking at teen numbers and 
counting. We have been practising correctly forming our 
numerals as well as counting forwards and backwards from any 
starting point. Counting and ordering small collections has 
students using vocabulary such as least, more and most. We 
have also looked at combining collections to see how many 
items there are altogether. We are exploring patterns and the 
ways that colour, shapes, numbers, sounds, movements and 
letters can be used to create them. 
 

    

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


 

 
 

Year 4 
 
Year 4 have been examining soils through hands-on 
activities to look at the features of sandy, clay and 
organic soils. We will conduct a fair test over the next 
few weeks and choose which soil to grow a dwarf snap 
bean in. We will use recycled coffee cups to continue 
our upcycling skills. We have also begun a STEM 
project this term. In groups, students are researching, 
designing and building a model of a hand washing 
device to be used in the playground in a school in 
Kenya. Students are considering what might limit their 
design, and how to communicate health messages. 
Our overnight camp to Warrambui has been 
confirmed for Thursday December 3 and Friday 
December 4. Notes were sent home with students 
earlier this week. Please return notes asap so we can 
finalise numbers.   
 

   

Lights on Learning! 

LSUA 
 

 
 

LSUA students have been busy creating emotive poetry 
about their experiences of 2020 from their own 
perspectives, using a range of poetic styles that they have 
been learning about. These poems are both wonderful and 
haunting in capturing what the students found challenging 
during the year and also how they built their resilience 
during this time.  
 
We have also been creating models of structures that we 
could create using no modern tools. Shortly we will be 
transferring our completed models to an outside garden 
bed and record how the building degrade over time! 
 

 
 

 

Year 3 
 

During our inquiry unit on Australian Democracy the year 3 students have been focusing on rules and how they are 
necessary in our community. The students quickly realised that PE games turned chaotic when no rules were in place and 
identified how this connected to the wider community. Next we are looking at the difference between a rule and 
responsibility and how they differ.  
During reading tasks students are learning to infer meaning from a range of text types. This week we became detectives 
and had to use our inferring skills to solve the case! Ask your child to explain the case photos below... 
 

     



  

 

 

  

Year 5 
 

Year 5 have been reading about the Rainbow Serpent in Dreamtime stories and creating yarn-wrapped Rainbow serpents 
for NAIDOC week. Our tennis and basketball clinics have been honing our ball skills, and we are enjoying the bike riding 
skill lessons.  We designed and created interesting periscopes in Science lessons, and came up with some amazing and 
clever designs 

.    
SHFPACT lesson was interesting and enjoyable, and a great start to the week. We ran the Potato Olympics and tested our 
spuds in a range of ways, including shot put, downhill rolling, gymnastics and high diving. What a fun way to measure!!! 
Of course, we also rolled down the hill at Parliament house, saw the Senate and House of Representatives, and did mock 
bill passing and debating. What a fun fortnight!!  

 

Lights on Learning! 

Year 6 

 
Year 6 students are pushing themselves to their physical limits with lots of extra curricular activities. Last Friday they 
climbed, crawled, laughed, and got very muddy at The Ninja Warrior obstacle course. They cheered each other on every 
step of the way and demonstrated great team work.  

    
They are also participating in tennis, basketball and NRL workshops each week at school. Students have also begun 
SHFPACT sessions, please talk to your child about what they have been learning.  
 

 
Important dates for the end of the year: 

✓ Mini Fete (renamed Solar Fair) moved to Tuesday 1 December from B1 
✓ Graduation Dinner and Disco Monday 14 December from 5:00pm. Theme: Back to Nature.    
✓ Graduation Ceremony Wednesday 16 December 9:00am, followed by Morning Tea in the Library for families.  

As we enter the final weeks of year 6 there is lots coming up, we will be in touch and look forward to all the activities and 
celebrations.  

 
 
 



  

LSU 
 

LSU excursion to the Botanical Gardens on Tuesday 10 November. 

 

 

Lights on Learning! 



 

Defence School Mentor News 

 

 
At the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month each year we ask all Australians to stop and remember those who died or 

suffered in all wars and armed conflicts. This day is called Remembrance Day. 

Each year on this day Australians observe one, or two minutes silence at 11am. 

By observing one or two minutes silence at 11 am on the 11th of November for Remembrance Day we pay tribute to the men 

and women who have served and are still serving in our defence forces and remember those who have died or suffered in 

conflicts, wars and peacekeeping operations. 

Silence for one or two minutes is included in the Remembrance Day ceremony as a sign of respect and a time for reflection. 

The idea for the two-minutes silence is said to have originated with Edward George Honey, a Melbourne journalist and First 

World War veteran who was living in London in 1919. He wrote a letter to the London Evening News in which he appealed for 

five-minutes silence, to honour the sacrifice of those who had died during the war. His suggestion was presented to King 

George V, who readily agreed to the proposal. But after a trial the period of silence was shortened to two minutes. 

Two minutes silence was first observed in Australia on the first anniversary of the Armistice and continues to be observed on 

Remembrance Day, 11 November. 

 

  
At Maribyrnong Remembrance Day is marked with a service for all staff and students led by our school leaders over the school 

sound system. Wreathes are placed at the flag poles, a display of books about Remembrance Day is created in the library, art 

work is completed in individual classes and stories are shared with class groups to focus on why we stop to remember on this 

important day. 

  

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong. 

 

Information taken from https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/WeRememberThem 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/WeRememberThem


 

CONGRATULATIONS BEN! 
On Wednesday 4 November we held a Crazy Hair Day 

for Ben (year 6) as he planned to shave off his long 

hair, to raise funds to help save our environment. 

 He had been been growing his hair since April 2017 for 

this! 

 

Before… 

 
 

After… 

 
 

Maribyrnong, we are pleased to let you now that we 

have raised $500.30 for this great cause.  

Thank you! 

 

 

How do I notify for an absence? 

 
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an unexplained 
absence. 
The best way to notify us is to - 
✓ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. This is 

the easiest way to notify of the reason for absence when 
short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to your SMS 
message if you ask a question. 

✓ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where 
advance notice is given for travel and longer absences. 
Email addresses for staff can be found on our website  - 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_messa
ge/Staff_contact_list 

✓ Email front office directly – 
maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 

If you have any further questions, please contact the front 
office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
 

 

 

Happy Families Partnership 

 
EVERY FAMILY at Maribyrnong Primary School now has access 

to their own Happy Families Premium Membership. These 

memberships contain a library of parenting resources from Dr 

Justin Coulson to offer calm assurance, vision, direction and 

solutions you can trust.  Memberships are usually $170 per 

family per year, but each family has full access to the 

membership for the next 12 months for FREE. 

 

Some of the included features are 

- Live monthly webinars with Dr Justin Coulson 

- Access to Dr Justin Coulson's entire webinar library + a new 

one every month 

- Weekly "Lighten the Load" tips 

- Book Club with Mrs Happy Families - Kylie Coulson 

and much more!  

Start accessing the Happy Families library and resources right 

away! 

https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/maribyrnong 
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Science News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEAACT Science Fair Awards 

Congratulations to Naviran (Kindy), Clara P (year 4) and Samantha N 

(year 5) for winning awards at the SEAACT Science Fair. A further 

congratulations goes to Clara P, who was 1 of 5 selected among all 

ACT primary participants, to enter her project into the BHP Billiton 

Foundation Awards at the national level. We wish her all the best. 

 

 

 

Over the past semester selected students from years 3 – 6 have had the opportunity to participate in sport outside of school. 

Maribyrnong is becoming known around Belconnen for our fantastic sportsmen/women and great sportsmanship. 

Congratulations to all students who participated in the Touch Football and Cricket Gala Days.  

You represented Maribyrnong with pride. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a good stock of clean 

school shirts, trackpants, tights and 

fleece jumpers that will be available 

to purchase (cash only). 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

 
  

Library Open Daily @ 
8.40 am 

(except Thursdays) 
 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

BEFORE & AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE  

Ph: 0405 124 312 
 

 
Please notify Before and After 
Hours Care if your child is not 

attending their booking. 
 

 
 

Canteen Volunteers needed!! 

The school canteen is looking for volunteers to assist with preparing and 

assembling kid’s lunch orders.The canteen is open on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays and would appreciate help between 10am – 11:30am on these days. If you 

or someone you know can spare some time to help out or would like further 

information, please email maribyrnongprimarycanteen@gmail.com.
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November & December 2020 
Week 

6 
16 
Year 5/6 SHFPACT 
 

17 18 19 20  
Year 3 Bioblitz Walk 

Week 
7 

23 
P&C 
Magoes- 
delivery 
expected 
this week. 
Year 5/6 SHFPACT 

24 25 
 

26 
 

27 
CEIS- opt in 
 

Week 
8 

30 
Year 5/6 SHFPACT 

1 
Solar Fair (students 
only) from B1 
 

2 3 
-Year 4 
Camp/Warrambui  
-Board and P&C final 
meetings for 2020. 

4 
-Year 4 
Camp/Warrambui  
-Year 6  
Big Day Out - Big Splash 

Week 
9 

7 8 9 10 11 

Week 
10 

14 
Year 6 
Dinner and 
Disco 
Celebration  
 

15 16 
Year 6 Graduation 
Assembly  

 

17 
2021- transition session 

18 
Last day of school! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solar Fair 
(formally known as the Year 6 Mini Fete) 

 

Tuesday 1 December after B1 

Every year, the year 6 students and educators, coordinate 

this student only event with sideshow alley, food & fun.  

The money raised will go towards the year 6 graduation. 

More information will come soon! 

 

 


