
 

  

 

Happy Families Premium Membership for all Maribyrnong Families 
As mentioned in our first Possum Press for term 4, we are excited to be partnering with 
Dr Justin Coulson’s ‘Happy Families’. This is a great resource for parents, carers and 
staff. The premium membership which we have access to would normally cost $17.00 
per month. I encourage families to make the most of this great opportunity. You can 
set up your account at the following link: 
 
https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/maribyrnong 
 
As part of this school membership, we have a special webinar with Dr Justin Coulson 
just for families at Maribyrnong. This will be an opportunity to hear Justin’s ‘9 Ways to 
a Resilient Child’ as well as to ask questions about your Happy Families membership 
and what’s on offer. 
 
The mini webinar with Justin is scheduled for the 9th of November at 7.00pm.  
 
The following link will give you access via Zoom to the webinar: 
https://professionalspeakersaustralia.zoom.us/j/97335105623 
 
We will also be incorporating some helpful information from Happy Families in our 
newsletter each fortnight, the first is below. 
 
Love What’s Good 
It’s nice when our children do 'the right thing'; that is, when they're obedient. Life is 
much easier. But... have you ever wondered why they're doing the right thing? I think 
there's an obedience hierarchy, and not all obedience is created equal. 
 
Intrinsic (It's what I love) 
Integrated (It's who I am) 
Identified (I want to do it because it's the right thing to do) 
Approval (Someone will feel kindly towards me if I do this; or I'll approve of myself 
because I 'should' do it) 
Fear/Reward (I'm doing it because I have to) 
 
When we demand basic obedience and our kids do as they're told to avoid punishment 
or gain a goody, we're at the bottom of the hierarchy. It takes time and effort to teach 
kids that it's good to do the right thing and to love it. But when we do, the payoff is 
amazing. 
 
Here's an example.  
You can teach your kids to share because they'll be punished and lose their treats if 
they don't share – or you can teach them to love sharing because it feels so good to be 
the kind of person who shares.  
 
One takes longer but the rewards are richer and last a lifetime. Spend time working 
with your children on learning how to love what's good. 
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NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

NOVEMBER 
 
3 Yr 5 Parliament House visit 
4 Crazy Hair Day 
4 Yr 1 Incursion with Adam 

Shipp 
6 Yr 6 Ninja Warrior @ Bfirm 
9 Dr Justin Coulson webinar 
10 LSU Botanic Gardens visit 

 
Yr 5/6 SHFPACT Sessions 

9, 16, 30 November 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DATES 
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Student Agency at Maribyrnong 

I am continually struck by the strong desire of our students at Maribyrnong to make a significant difference in the world around 

them. Earlier this week I met with a group of year 6 students who presented their project on the Superb Parrot and how 

Maribyrnong Primary and our surrounds are such important parts of the Superb Parrot’s flight path, nesting, and general 

environment. This group of boys worked with a researcher and built a breeding box for the parrots which is under video 

surveillance.  

 

Next week (Nov 4) all students will be taking part in a crazy hair day. This has come about 

through one of our year 6 students, Ben, going to our SRC and sharing his idea for raising 

money for the Australian Conservation Foundation. This weekend, Ben will be shaving off his 

long hair, to raise funds to help save our environment. He tells me that he’s been growing his 

hair since April 2017 for this moment! 

We are asking all students to bring a gold coin donation to help protect our environment, and 

Ben will also be donating his hair to Sustainable Salons, where it will be made into a wig and 

given to someone suffering from a medically-induced hair-loss condition such as Alopecia or 

cancer. 

 

What an inspiration it is to see our students taking such initiative and making a difference in the world! 

 

Staffing Update - Farwell Ros Riddle 

It is with deep sadness that I announce Ros Riddle’s departure from Maribyrnong Primary 

School. Ros has been a much loved and highly valued member of the school community here 

for many years. There are countless children, mums, dads, grandparents, staff and members of 

the wider community that have been made to feel welcome and/or supported by Ros either 

over the phone or in person. Ros’ last day with us will be Friday 27 November (end of week 7) 

before ‘crossing the ditch’ and making New Zealand her new home. We are so thankful for her 

contribution in making Maribyrnong the special place it is and will miss her immensely. Please 

take a moment to bid Ros farewell between now and then if you get the chance.  

 

 

ACT Children’s Week Awards- Congratulations to Nicole Somerville-McAlester 

On Wednesday I was honoured to attend the awards ceremony for the 

ACT Children’s Week Awards alongside Nicole Somerville-McAlester. 

Nicole was nominated in the Significant Support category - for individuals, 

groups, organisations whose contributions significantly improve 

opportunities for children and/or young people to learn and grow. Nicole’s 

work during ACT and National Science Week as well as through the 

Maribyrnong Menders program has provided our students with such rich 

and real-life learning experiences. It is great to see Nicole acknowledged 

more widely in this way! 

 

Regards,  
Andrew.  

 

 

 

 

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


  

Year 1 
 

Year 1 has settled into term 4 beautifully. Reading groups are 
running smoothly and an abundance of learning is happening. 
We have begun our ‘Walking With The Seasons Of Kakadu’ unit. 
The students are using techniques with paint, brushes and 
materials to give the effect of the seasons Gudjewg (wet 
season), Gurrung (hot/dry) and Gunumeleng (storms/pre-
monsoon). They are learning about the various flora and fauna in 
these seasons. Look out for the finished item about “Odd Dog 
Out” in their portfolios! 
 

   

Lights on Learning! 

Preschool 
 
Preschool children have been busy participating 
in daily investigation provocations. We have been 
learning about spring and reading stories such as 
‘A Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carl. The children have 
enjoyed making their own flowers in the florist, 
painting tulips at the art centre using forks, 
making artworks using lines and crayons and 
creating their own birds out of playdough, 
features and goggle eyes. We are looking forward 
to our playground re-model finishing so we can 
enjoy the new surroundings in the warmer 
weather. 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Kindergarten 
 
Kindergarten had a wonderful time celebrating Book Week with 

the school's Dress Up Day on Wednesday, week 2. During our 

literacy block, we drew pictures of ourselves in our costumes 

and then described them in detail in our writing. After B1 the 

whole school gathered on the basketball courts in the sunshine 

and took turns both parading our outfits and watching other 

classes. After the parade, our year 6 buddies shared stories with 

us under the shade of the trees. It was a fantastic day! 

      

 



 

 
 

Year 2 
 
We have had a very exciting and successful start to term 4. The aquasafe program has wrapped up for all classes with 
children learning lots of valuable skills and having fun while they were at it.  
 
The inquiry focus for this term is technology and we will be exploring different technologies like Bee Bots and Ozobots. So 
far, children have learned that these bots require specific instructions to work as intended. They had a fabulous time 
learning about simple coding and using the BeeBots to create a series of instructions for them to follow.  
 
In Maths we enjoyed learning about data collection and representation by investigating the colours in a packet of skittles. 
We collected data, created a graph and answered a range of questions about our individual packets before eating them 
at the end. 

         

  

   

 

 

Year 4 
 

Our Healthy Me unit has had a physical activity focus with tennis and basketball clinics. 
Students were asked to develop a question to investigate around the core topic of healthy 
eating. They presented their findings as a speech to their own class focusing on their 
individual public speaking SMART goal. Did you know watermelon is 90% water? Did you 
know that some breakfast cereals can be classified as confectionary? Ask your child to 
present their speech to you at home. 
In Maths, we have been continuing to examine angles in relation to right angles by creating 
our own angle sports jersey. We are now starting to solve simple purchasing problems.  
Our entry to the Floriade Reimagined competition was an upcycle collaborative art 
installation. We used everyday rubbish collected from our school to create a coral reef which 
complemented our flower fish and turtle.  
 
Due to the weather forecast our excursion to Lake Ginninderra has been postponed.  
 

   

Lights on Learning! 

Year 3 
 

We are officially the winners of the Maribyrnong Floriade Competition! Year 3 planted a 
range of flowers in the shape of a boomerang and created a symbols story using rocks. We 
chose this theme as we have been learning a lot about Indigenous artefacts and how the 
people of Australia have changed over time. We received a special certificate for our efforts.   
During Maths lessons we have been busy measuring and 
comparing lengths, mass and volume. This included many hands 
on investigations and small group discussions. We learnt to use a 
range of scales, rulers and measuring containers.  
For book week we had some special visitors from the preschool 
visiting year 3. We shared books and talked to them all about 
their costumes! 
 
 

 

 

  



  

 

 

  

Year 5 
 

Xanthorrhoea had a fabulous time during book week reading to our year 2 buddies. It was exciting looking at all the 
wonderful book week costumes and parading in front of the school. We have enjoyed playing maths games, and 
exploring probability and chance concepts. Mr Warre is back on the bikes, and began the Bruce Ridge lunchtime 
extension rides (please return your forms for this). We have also begun our Democracy unit, culminating in our visit to 
Parliament House on November 3 (please return notes for this too). 5JF has a great pre-service teacher, Kate, who is 
teaching us reading strategies, such as visualisation. Our ukulele group is sounding good too. 

        

   

Lights on Learning! 

Year 6 

 
It has been a busy time in the Wollemi unit. Book Week gave our 
students their last primary school opportunity to dress up as their 
favourite book character and it was wonderful to see so many of our 
students take up the challenge. It was also fantastic to see our year 6 
students reading with their kindergarten buddies and sharing the joy  
of books. We have also started preparation for our annual student 
-run Mini-Fete, which will be held on Wednesday of week 8. Year 6 
is planning lots of amazing stalls and games to share with the rest of 
the students - look out for more information in the coming weeks. 

   
    
 
 

LSU 
 

The last two weeks flew by as there was a few exciting extra activities added into our daily 
timetable. Basketball, Volleyball, Circus program, transition times and Menslink are just to name a 
few. However, everyone in LSU enjoyed the time together in the circus program. This program will 
continue until the end of the term on Thursday mornings. Gross motor skills and eye - hand 
coordination development activities were conducted by two talented professionals. They pointed 
out the importance of being persistent to be successful at anything. With lots of laughter, giggles and 
smiles we are now practising our hula hoop skills. Our senior students are excited to start their 
transition visit to high school and their upcoming excursion with their year level peers. Boys in year 
5 and 6 had an opportunity to participate in a Menslink ‘silence is deadly’ program. It delivered a 
powerful message of our interactions and why it should be based on respect, empathy, honesty, co-
operation, and trust. Senior students also participated in weekly basketball and volleyball clinics with 
peers. Through these physical education activities, they are learning about healthy habits such as 
being sun smart and drinking plenty of water. 
As an extension to our inquiry unit we are planning to go for an excursion to the Australian National 
Botanic Gardens in week 5. In class we are learning about collecting data and how to analyse data. 
We are looking forward to continuing numeracy activities over at the gardens too. 
  

 

 

 

 

 



  

Lights on Learning! 
LSUA 

 
The students in the LSUA have been working beautifully this term. They 
have been exploring the wonderful world of poetry, examining the 
unique rhyming style of Dr Suess, the simple art of an acrostic poem 
and the rhyming couplets employed by Roald Dahl. Each student is 
currently engaged in a project to explore what is considered some of 
history's most famous poems and use their researching skills to find out 
what those poems mean in modern times. We will be completing this 
unit of work by translating our chosen poems and translating them into 
a modern context.  
We have also been working on an art project inspired by the works of 
Margret Preston who creates vivid and uplifting artworks using bright 
colours and paper. We will post our completed art works in the next 
newsletter. 
 
Until then, remember, ‘Don’t gobblefunk with words’. -Roald Dahl 

 
 

 
 

 Defence School Mentor News 

Soldier On have some great activities planned for the next few weeks. 

Activity Date Time Address Activity Details 

Wellbeing 

Wednesday – Walk 

and Lunch 

Wednesday 4th 

November 

11:00 am 1:30 

pm 

Lake Burley Griffin A leisurely walk to 
build up an appetite, 
followed by a tasty 
lunch.   

Canberra Indoor 

Rock Climbing 

Wednesday 11th 

November 

6:30 pm – 8:30 

pm 

26 Raws Crescent, 

Hume 

Join us for an evening 

of family fun climbing 

and challenging 

yourself to go that 

little bit further. 

Makeup Workshop Monday 9th 

November 

10:00 am - 

Midday 

Soldier On, Robert 

Poate Centre, 80 

Bellenden Street, 

Gungahlin 

Makeup Workshop to 

learn some new hints 

and tips from our 

Professional Makeup 

Artist Katrin.  Morning 

tea included, plus 

a  goodie bag to take 

away. 

 

Please send your expressions of interest to ACT@soldieron.org.au  and if you have any questions or would like more 

information contact Debbie on 0434 872 904. All activities are planned as part of Veterans Health Week and all serving, ex-

serving and family members are welcome. 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong 

 
 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong.   

 

mailto:ACT@soldieron.org.au


 

Happy Families Partnership 

 

 
 

EVERY FAMILY at Maribyrnong Primary School now has access to their own Happy Families Premium Membership. These 

memberships contain a library of parenting resources from Dr Justin Coulson to offer calm assurance, vision, direction and 

solutions you can trust.  Memberships are usually $170 per family per year, but each family has full access to the membership 

for the next 12 months for FREE.   

Some of the included features are 

- Live monthly webinars with Dr Justin Coulson 

- Access to Dr Justin Coulson's entire webinar library + a new one every month 

- Weekly "Lighten the Load" tips 

- Book Club with Mrs Happy Families - Kylie Coulson 

and much more!  

Register for your Premium Membership now, and begin accessing the Happy Families library and resources right away! 

 

 Book Week 2020  from  the  BOOK FAIRY        

As you all know the Book Parade looked a little different this year but the time and effort 
put into costumes was certainly not lacking. Sorry parents and carers could not witness the 
wonderful gathering of literary characters. Luckily the weather was perfect for an outdoor 
parade which was enjoyed by all - at least the feedback was positive. 
 
After the parade senior classes buddied up with junior classes to read books together. It was 
delightful to see the seniors carefully reading picture books to the younger students. 

 

    

I would like to thank all of the Maribyrnong School community for your assistance in making this day a success. 

 

https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/maribyrnong
https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/
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Book Week Photo Competition 
 
WOW! What a lot of fantastic entries! Judging this competition was extremely difficult. I didn’t know there were so many ways to 
read a book. Thankfully the decisive Anna Thorpe helped judge and we finally announced the winners on Wednesday. These 
students have selected items from the latest issue of the Book Club. They will receive their prizes when the orders are delivered in a 
few week’s time. Thanks to the families that helped students to take photos and explore creative ways of reading. The photos are 

on display in the windows of the library…….And the WINNERS are: 

Kirsty yr4 

 

 

Equal Second Senior 
(I really could not decide) 

Piper and Angelo Yr 5 

 

  

Second Middle and Junior 
Annie Yr 4 and Florence Kinder 

 

  

Third Middle and Junior 
Clara Yr 4 and Harvey Yr 1 

 

  

CONGRATULATIONS to all winners and WELL DONE to all 
participants. 

Till next year KEEP ON READING!!!! 

 

 



 

ACT Instrumental Music Program 

 

Primary Concert Choir - 2021 

The ACT Instrumental Music Program is seeking students who will be in Year 4 to Year 6 in ACT public 

schools in 2021 to audition for IMP Primary Concert Choir.  

Auditions will be held at the ACT Instrumental Music Program Rehearsal Room (adjacent to UC High 

School Kaleen), Baldwin Drive, Kaleen. 

Choir auditions will be in Term 4, week 8 (30 November-4 December), with audition times to be allocated 

in mid-term 4.  

All audition requirements will be available on the IMP website by mid-term 4.  

The IMP Primary Concert Choir is an excellent opportunity for talented, skilled and committed young 

musicians to work together in an enriching environment. The group is an active performance ensemble, 

and the families of students auditioning will need to be prepared to make a strong commitment to 

rehearsal and performance attendance for the year. 

Further details and information about how to apply for an audition are available from the Instrumental 

Music Program website at www.imp.act.edu.au. The application form can be accessed through this site or 

by clicking on the links below. 

Information cards and posters are available at your child’s school.  

Complete your online application at:  

https://forms.gle/qS26k7zkpRBxFKEZ9 

 or scan the QR code for a direct link.                                         

Applications are now open and close Friday 13 November. 

           

 

 

 

 
 

Canteen Volunteers needed!! 

The school canteen is looking for volunteers to assist with 

preparing and assembling kid’s lunch orders.The canteen 

is open on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and would 

appreciate help between 10am – 11:30am on these days. 

If you or someone you know can spare some time to help 

out or would like further information, please email 

maribyrnongprimarycanteen@gmail.com. 

Thanks 

Maribyrnong P&C 

 

http://www.imp.act.edu.au/
mailto:maribyrnongprimarycanteen@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The P&C will be opening up the Preloved uniform shop 

again. 

We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, 

tights and fleece jumpers that will be available to 

purchase (cash only). 

 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we ask 

for your patience in advance.  The P & C would like to 

thank the community for your understanding and 

support over the past few months.  

 

maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

 
 Library Open Daily @ 8.40 am 

(except Thursdays) 
 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

Science: Sustainability News 

 
Our sustainability programs are in full swing, including 
our Power Rangers, Waste Warriors, Composting and 
Garden club. This term we will have a big focus on 
reducing waste, especially in week 5, when we bring 
back the yoghurt tub challenge for National Recycling 
Week. Every class needs to reduce their weekly landfill 
waste to just a single 2L yoghurt tub. 
We need yoghurt tubs! If you have any spare empty 2L 
yoghurt tubs with lids (as pictured), please deliver them 
to the Science room by Wednesday 4 November. 

 

Image address: https://www.lynnpack.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2020/02/2L-Pail_Medium-e1589957077930.jpg 

 

How do I notify for an absence? 

 
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an 
unexplained absence. 
The best way to notify us is to - 
✓ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. 

This is the easiest way to notify 
of the reason for absence when short notice is given. 
Note: we cannot reply to your SMS message if you ask 
a question. 

✓ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where 
advance notice is given for travel and longer 
absences. Email addresses for staff can be found on 
our website  - 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_me
ssage/Staff_contact_list 

✓ Email front office directly – 
maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 

If you have any further questions, please contact the front 
office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
Ph: 0405 124 312 

 
Please notify Before and After Hours Care if 

your child is not attending their booking. 
 
 
 

mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
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