
 

  

 

Our students and teachers are now well and truly entrenched in our storyline units of 

work. This is an exciting way of learning and something that occurs each year in term 

3. I hope you’ve heard some snippets of information from your child as they’ve 

described what’s happening in their classroom for you at home. For families who are 

new to the school, or have children in the younger years, this is why we love the 

storyline method at Maribyrnong. 

 

Why we love Storyline Method at Maribyrnong 
One of the most important resources available to classroom teachers is the knowledge 

already contained in the heads of their students. Children’s own ideas and prior 

experience provide the starting point for an inquiry. This way of approaching learning 

is how and why we engage in an approach to learning called the Scottish Storyline 

Method in term 3 at Maribyrnong.  

 

During Storyline pupils are actively involved in producing their own visual texts. The 

context created provides many opportunities for the children to use all their senses 

both in the exploration of their environment and in expressing their ideas about what 

they discover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The students feel personally involved in the creation of the Storyline which is usually 

about a place that they have created and inhabited by people they have imagined. 

Parents may hear of the Wellness Spa, or Goldfields or Museum which the children 

have created. Then they may hear about the characters they have designed to explore 

these places. What comes next is a lot of learning attached to these settings and 

characters… and fun! When children create an imaginary environment and inhabitants 

with whom they identify, purposeful questions for learning often arise.  

 

The growing popularity of the Storyline Method is largely because it provides a process 

or structure that meaningfully integrates curriculum. Sound learning theory and 

effective teaching strategies have been utilised in a user-friendly teaching model. 

Teachers appreciate the flexible structure of the Storyline Method for both short and 

long term planning for everyone involved. 
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Both teachers and student find the collaborative story making exciting and highly motivating. Together they create a visual text 

which is far more meaningful to them than any textbook. Children watch the story unfold as their ideas appear in visual form 

around the walls of their classroom. The level of involvement and sense of ownership felt by students encourages them to take 

a greater responsibility for their own learning. Best of all, the whole process is fun and stimulating for everyone involved. 

Isn’t that what learning’s all about? 

 

Learning Journeys 

The culmination of our storyline unit includes a ‘learning journey.’ In the past, this exciting time has involved students inviting 

their parents and other loved ones into the school to take them on a journey from their learning experiences from throughout 

the year, including their most recent storyline unit of work. Unfortunately, our learning journey will look different at the end of 

this term due to restrictions placed on the amount of adults we can have in physical spaces across the school. Staff are currently 

preparing for what this will look like and we will provide you with details on how you can engage with ‘new look’ learning 

journeys in our next Possum Press.  

 

Regards,  

Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Science Week 
Excitement is building as our Science Fair gets closer and it’s 

wonderful to see the numbers of students who have indicated 

that they will be entering a project in our Science Fair 

competition this year. A reminder that entries are due on 

Wednesday next week (12 August).  

Another way we are celebrating National Science Week is by 

being part of the ‘Satellite Selfie.’ During National Science Week 

this year, a satellite will fly over the ACT and surrounding area 

and will capture an image of as much of Canberra and the people 

in it as possible to create a time-capsule image of Australia's 

Capital from above. The flyover will occur three times on Mon 

Aug 17, Wed Aug 19, and Fri Aug 21 between 10am and 11am. In 

line with this year’s theme, we aim to have Maribyrnong students 

in the shape of a Blue Whale ‘to scale’ on our top oval.  

 

Science Fair Judges needed 

If you have a Science background or are a Science-minded person, we would love you to help us judge this year’s Science Fair 

entries. We will meet at the Maribyrnong School Science room at 10:30am Sunday 16th August and should finish by midday. 

Easy to follow judging criteria and refreshments provided. 

Interested volunteers please contact nicole.mcalester@ed.act.edu.au. 

 

Maribyrnong Science Fair competition entries are due next week (Wed 12th August)! Visit the Maribyrnong Home Learning 

Hub to learn more and find support materials. 

 

Maribyrnong Menders 
Thank you to those who completed the survey about our new Maribyrnong Menders program, which begins next Friday. At 

our first workshop, our Year 4 Menders will look at the survey results of community needs and plan our future workshops. We 

want to hear from all the community so please spend 2 minutes to complete our survey: 

https://forms.gle/VG1DXgUbNZkFKc7NA 
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Preschool 
 
The preschool children are excited to be back at school 
playing with their friends and exploring new 
provocations. This term children will continue to visit the 
library once a week so please bring a library bag on your 
library day so they don't miss out on taking a picture 
book home! 
 
Hats are required again for outdoor play so please pack a 
broad brimmed hat each day. 
 
During learning with Amanda, children have been looking 
at their different emotions. We have discussed what our 
face looks like when we feel happy, sad, angry, worried 
and scared, and the different things that might make us 
feel this way. The children have shared lots of different 
strategies we can use when we have these emotions 
including talking to someone, going to our safe place, 
taking some deep breaths and kicking a ball or punching 
a pillow. We are now looking at what is inside our bodies.  
 

      

Our Angry, Happy and Sad faces! 

Kindergarten 
 

Kindergarten have accepted Mr Buesnel’s invitation to 
become part of the Maribyrnong Primary School 
Playground Planning Committee. As experts in the 
various aspects of play, students have been asked to 
investigate options for our playground master plan.  
 
Our term three Storyline unit ‘Planning Our 
Playground’ will see students exploring various 
playgrounds from around the world, critically analysing 
these playgrounds and sharing their growing expertise. 
We will examine maps of playgrounds in our local area 
and develop bird’s eye view plans of our own 
playground designs. We will also look at ways to care 
for familiar places and develop our vocabulary to 
describe direction and location.  
 

 
 

Year 1 
 
This term the year 1 unit have answered the call to 
become Memory Rescuers. We are travelling back in time 
to rescue the memories of the elderly people at a nursing 
home. We have built our time machine and are off 
exploring the history of communications, entertainment, 
games and toys and transport in Australia. Everyone is 
learning lots about the past and how our lives have 
changed.  
 
Now that it’s hats back on again, please remember to 
make sure your child’s name is on their hat. Also please 
remember to send your child’s home reader back every 
day. We understand that you may not have time to read 
this book with your child but while we are setting up this 
routine it is important to be sending it back each day. 

 

Year 2 
 

Congratulations! Your child has been successful in 
their application as a staff member at The Waratah 
Wellness Retreat!  Together, we will revive a 
rundown country estate into a wonderful, relaxing 
home away from home. During our Storyline unit this 
term, year 2 will be looking at health and technology 
through our Storyline unit titled “Mind, Body and 
Soul.’ Children will explore ways to be healthy and 
safe. We will also examine how the media influences 
our ability to live a healthy lifestyle.    

 

Lights on Learning! 



     

  

Year 3 
 

Welcome back to the Wattle unit for a very exciting term 3! This 

term we have commenced our Storyline unit, We live here. The 

students were very shocked and excited to discover that over the 

school holidays, we had had some visitors! They left behind some 

interesting artefacts in the sandpit. Mr Buesnel thought we were 

just the right people to investigate! We developed our alter-ego 

character and quickly became either Archaeologists or 

Historians.  We delved deep in exploring ways in which time has 

changed our land, and how we 

can preserve and honour  

our Indigenous Cultures.  

Stay tuned to hear about  

what we ‘dig’ up next! 

Year 4 
 
This term, year 4 are going on a virtual road 
trip around Australia to look at natural 
landscapes and resources. We will examine 
how these can be sustainably managed for 
future generations and how Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Island people use natural 
resources sustainability. Our Storyline unit is 
titled “Let’s Keep Australia Beautiful”. During 
national  “Keep Australia Beautiful Week” our 
focus will change to waste and waste 
management and what we can do to lessen 
our footprint on this wondrous land we call 
home. 

 

  

Year 5 
 

We have started our Storyline unit focusing on the Australian Gold 
Rush. It is an exciting unit, and the students have already hand-
sewn pouches to hold their licences and gold nuggets. We will be 
looking at the effects of the Gold Rush and the impact on the 
culture, infrastructure and politics of Australia. We will be playing 
a Gold Game which requires students to assay their finds, buy 
supplies and make choices about how they spend their gold. 
Please keep sending in old shoe boxes for our upcoming dioramas.  
Year 5 having begun reading groups, discovering the fun of 
Reader’s Theatre, comprehension, language and exploring 
literature. We’ve enjoyed some funny and well-presented plays. 
 
In maths, we have been exploring various multiplication strategies 
in both written and mental forms. We have also studied data 
around historical gold prices and have discovered how much they 
fluctuate. Ask your child what happened in 1980? 
As usual, we are Running around Australia every morning and are 
now in Far North Queensland. It is wonderful to see EVERYONE 
participating, preparing for a day of learning, and feeling good 
about their achievements.  

 

Year 6 
 
Year 6 attended a virtual conference where 
they learned about existing environmentally 
focused businesses and companies who 
actively incorporate giving into their business 
model. Students were inspired and will be 
‘Starting Something That Matters’ in their 
own community for our Storyline unit. 
Students will be focusing on social connection 
and environmental responsibility when 
choosing their projects. Some great ideas that 
students have come up with include an 
environmental group to raise awareness and 
protect the endangered plants outside the 
Year 6 area, recycling coffee cups into seed 
planters, developing community connection 
by writing letters to residents of aged care 
homes and running clinics for younger 
students to develop skills and friendships. We 
look forward to seeing how these great 
enterprise ideas evolve!  
 
 

 

Lights on Learning! 

 



     

 
2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey 

 
Each year, the Directorate surveys all parents, school staff and students in Years 4 to 12 about their satisfaction with public 
education. The 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey will be available online from 10 to 31 August.  
The survey results will help us to continue to make quality informed decisions about how to improve our school. No personal 
identifying information will be provided to any school or college.  
An email about the staff survey, including a unique link to access the survey, will be sent to all school staff via the email address 
they have nominated for their payslips; staff who do not receive the email may contact EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey 
invitation.  
 
For each child in their family who attends an ACT public school, parents will receive:  
▪ A letter about the student survey asking whether their child may participate during class time; and  
▪ An email about the parent survey, including a unique link to access the survey; parents who do not receive the email may 
contact EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a survey invitation.  
 
A shortened paper-version of the parent survey is also available in the following 12 languages: Arabic, Burmese, Chinese, Dari, 
Dinka, Farsi, Hindi, Karen, Korean, Mon, Urdu and Vietnamese; email EDUSurveys@act.gov.au to request a copy.  
For the results to reflect the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many parents, staff and students as possible to 
complete the survey. Your feedback is important, and we hope you will take part.  
For more information, visit: https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/school-satisfaction-and-climate-survey 

Winter Walk to School Week 
10 – 14 August 

 
During the cold winter months, it is hard to stay 

motivated and get the recommended 60 minutes of 

physical activity that children need every day. 

Next week, for every day that you walk, ride or scooter 

to school you can put your name into the draw to win a 

cool prize. 

When you enter the school gates, go to our house 

captains who will be positioned at a table near the 

Library. Write your name and class on a ticket and put it 

in the bucket.  A lucky draw will be held on Friday 

morning where you could win a prize. 

 

mailto:EDUSurveys@act.gov.au
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To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

 

 

Possum Paws & Defence Activity Group 

 

Look at these amazing button trees that students 

made this week at the Possum Paws & Defence 

Activity Group. The group runs each Tuesday at B1 in 

the library. All welcome! 

 

Leeanne & Jackie. 

 

 
We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, tights and fleece 

 jumpers that will be available to purchase (cash only). 

 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we ask for your patience in advance.  The P&C would like to thank the 

community for your understanding and support over the past few months. maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

On these crisp Canberra 

mornings, the 

opportunity to curl up 

with a book sounds so 

tempting! Students can 

now have 15 minutes of 

warm reading time 

before the school day 

begins. 
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