
 

  

 

Learning Journeys at Maribyrnong 
In normal times we would be looking forward to inviting parents, carers, grandparents 
and other family members into the school next week to share in the learning journey 
our children have been on so far this year. Historically, it has been a time to celebrate 
achievements, look around the classrooms and extra-curricular spaces to get a sense of 
what learning looks like at Maribyrnong. Sadly, this will not happen in the same way this 
year due to COVID restrictions. Staff have been working hard in recent weeks to 
recreate this experience for families in their homes. We are asking that you set aside 
30-40 minutes for each of your children next week at a time that suits your family. We 
hope that this will still be a rich experience, driven by your child/ren and their desire to 
share their learning and experiences. 
Please use the following link to access our 2020 Maribyrnong Learning Journey Site, 
keeping in mind that it will go live on Monday morning (21 September): 
 

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/maribyrnonglearningjourney/home 
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Athletics Carnival 
We are so glad that our students in kindergarten to year 6 had the opportunity to take part in the athletics carnival yesterday. To 
see children congregated in their four house groups cheering and chanting for one another brought much joy! The house spirit 
displayed across year levels within the new groups was clear to see. We wait with baited breath for our very first athletics house 
champion to be announced. The perfect weather certainly topped off a wonderful day! A special mention must be given to our 
parents and carers who made themselves available to measure, time, rake or record results for the day- we couldn’t do it without 
you! Thank you too to Jasmine Paunovic who organised such a well run carnival! 
 

 
 
Students Going Straight Home After School 
In recent weeks we have had growing numbers of students staying in the school grounds after 3.00 pm. This has made 
supervision for our After School Care staff tricky at times and has also led to some families panicking when their children have not 
arrived at home in a timely manner. Staff will remind students to make their way home as soon as practical after 3.00 pm and it 
would be appreciated if parents and carers could support this by having a conversation at home with their child about the 
importance of going straight home after school.  
 
Year 5 Combined Band 
Our year 5 Instrumental Band Program students had their first combined 
band experience when they travelled to Evatt Primary School on 
Wednesday. They were great ambassadors for Maribyrnong and made 
the most of playing alongside students from both Evatt and Charwood 
Dunlop schools. We look forward to this program expanding next year as 
our year 5 students move into year 6 and a new group of year 5 children 
begin. 
 
As it is our final newsletter for term 3, I would like to thank all of our 
Maribyrnong families for their ongoing support during another challenging 
school term. I do hope that the upcoming school break includes some 
opportunity for rest, relaxation and a small break from the challenges we 
are all facing at present. 

 
Regards,  
Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

 

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 
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BOOK 
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SEAACT Science Fair 

Congratulations to Clara P (Year 4), Josie Nurse (Year 2), and Naviran M (Kindy) for winning a place 
in the SEAACT Science Fair. Their projects will be returned early next term together with their 
awards and prizes to be presented at school. SEAACT will present a virtual award ceremony on 
Friday 23rd October. 
Check out all Maribyrnong Science Fair projects via 

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/maribyrnong-science-fair/home 

All other Science Fair entrants can collect their projects and receive their SEAACT Participation 
certificate from Mrs Mac next week (Week 10). 

 

Maribyrnong Menders 

When you go past the LSU, check out the new garden bed built by the Maribyrnong Menders and our amazing volunteer 

parents, Kristy Gould and Fabio Fabbo. The Year 4 menders honed their skills with the drill and impact driver to ensure the 

structure was solid. The girls also saved rubbish from landfill by converting it into fantastic Year level signage for the Floriade 

garden beds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Floriade reimagined is nearly here! 

    

 

 

 

  

Over 1000 donated plants were potted, six cubic metres of 

soil was moved and several litres of water was poured in 

preparation for our Floriade Reimagined displays. Over the 

next week, our school garden beds will be transformed by 

each year group and small groups program. A special 

thanks to Floriade for the donated plants, our BSOs Glen 

and Sean for the many wheelbarrow loads of soil shifted, 

and to parent volunteer, Sally Bettenay, for her tireless 

efforts to rid one of our garden beds of matted weeds! 

 

How do I notify for an absence? 
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an unexplained absence. 
The best way to notify us is to - 

▪ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. This is the easiest way to notify 

 of the reason for absence when short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to your SMS message if you ask a question. 

▪ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where advance notice is given for travel and longer absences. Email addresses for 

staff can be found on our website  - 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

▪ Email front office directly – 

maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 
If you have any further questions, please contact the front office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
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Year 1 
 
We are almost finished our time travelling in year 1. We 
have rescued so many memories that we are excited to 
share with everyone during our virtual learning journey. 
Don’t forget to set a time to sit down and explore our 
learning from this term.  
In Maths we have been learning about data. We have 
really enjoyed surveying our own classes as well as other 
classes to find out their favourite colour, pet or book. 
We have then been able to graph and interpret the data 
to work out class favourites.  
We continue to build on our reading and writing abilities 
each week. We are all enjoying getting into our recount 
writing, sharing memories and moments from the past 
with each other.  
It’s time for us to plant our Floriade seedlings into the 
garden bed to create our display. We can’t wait to share 
this creation with you! 

 

Year 2 
 
Our journey into establishing our Waratah Wellness 
Retreat has continued with a visit from Rueben’s mum, 
Rebecca,  who reminded us about the importance of a 
balanced diet and exercise schedule to keep our body 
healthy. One of our favourite activities has been cooking. 
We created a delicious snack of ‘Yo Crunch’ with a 
combination of fruit, yoghurt and puffed rice and enjoyed 
blitzing some frozen berries and banana with yoghurt and 
coconut water to create a delicious smoothie! Developing 
a tasty and healthy menu for the retreat has allowed us to 
incorporate much of the learning we have been doing in 
Storyline.   
We all enjoyed planting our seedlings for our mini 
‘Floriade’ display outside the unit. We are now excited to 
see how they are progressing and producing flowers which 
are delightful to see when we are eating our food at break 
time. During ‘Storyline’ we also decorated some cups and 
planted some chickpea seeds and are patiently waiting for 
them to sprout!  
 

   
  
 

Lights on Learning! 
Preschool 

 
As part of our healthy body program, preschool children 
have been participating in some cooking sessions with 
Amanda. They had a wonderful time making hommus 
together. They explored their senses when looking at new 
ingredients, measured out the right quantities and had fun 
mixing them together to create the hommus dip. Children 
enjoyed tasting the hommus with carrot and celery sticks. 

   

 

Kindergarten 

 
As a part of our Storyline unit, Kindergarten had a visit 
from Paul, the landscape architect who is designing our 
Playground Master Plan. He was very impressed with 
the work we have done on our playground designs. He 
talked with us about how we use the outdoor spaces 
around our school. Paul was interested to find out about 
our favourite outdoor spaces and what activities we like 
to do outside. We voted for our most-liked playground 
activities and equipment that we would like to see on 
the master plan. Climbing was a very popular activity 
and we were very excited at the possibility of using 
natural resources, like different sized logs, to play on 
and climb over.  
 

  
   

   



  

 

 

  

Year 3 

 
As part of our English lessons this term the year 3 
students have learnt how to write and send different 
forms of letters including formal and informal letters, 
postcards and  celebration cards. The students have a 
clear understanding of how to structure a letter and 
how the language differs between formal and 
informal letter types. 
We also partnered with a year 3 class at Lyneham 
Primary School and became Penpals! We have sent a 
few letters back and forth and we get very excited 
when a new delivery arrives! 
Ask your child who their Penpal is and what they have 
learnt about them so far... 

 

Year 4 
 

Year 4 participated in an e-Safety Commissioner virtual 
classroom ”Be an eSafe kid: privacy and security.” We 
looked at what privacy and personal information 
means, what an online ‘stranger’ can be, developed 
strategies and skills to secure accounts and learnt 
where to go for help and support.  
We have finished our road trip around Australia and 
are now back in Canberra. We have seen many 
beautiful natural locations and have started to think 
about what we can do in our own backyard to keep 
Maribyrnong beautiful.  
In Mathematics we are now learning about chance and 
probability. We will be learning to graph data that we 
collect from our waste audits of our  classroom  
rubbish bins.

  

 

Year 5 
 

This fortnight we’ve been really busy preparing for our at-home learning journey. Our delightful dioramas are being 
finished, tweaked and perfected. Activities on the gold matrix are being completed, and we are learning lots of great 
gold facts and stories from the gold assignment on Google Classroom.  
We are finishing fabulous fractions, and can now add and subtract fractions. We are equal to equivalent fractions! 
We have also launched into bike skills and safety lessons on the school grounds. Lunch time rides have also been 
organised across the year 5 / 6 cohort in the local area. These will continue next term so be sure to keep your child’s bike 
well maintained.  
We are preparing for the athletics carnival on Thursday (remember your team colours!), and enjoying playing outside in 
the warmer weather (remember your hat and sunblock!). 
 

       
 

   

Lights on Learning! 



  

Lights on Learning! 

LSUA 
 

LSUA students have been working hard on a variety of projects for the last two weeks. The year six students have been 
preparing a range of artifacts and presentations for their year 6 inquiry unit Start Something That Matters. They are 
currently busy preparing and practising their shark tank presentations to the whole of year six for the first time! 
 
Our year 2, 3 and year 4 students have been working on the background for their portfolios, which look absolutely 
spectacular. We have had a look at a range of illuminated scripts from the dark ages as well as many modern art 
journals to inspire us to use these backgrounds to present our best work of the year.   
 
 

                                                   

Year 6 
 

Friday was a hive of activity in Year 6 with our inquiry unit making day. Students spent the day busily making 
prototypes of their products with many surprising themselves with hidden talents. There was everything from mask 
and bag sewing to paper upcycling, beeswax wrap making, pot planting, and the development of educational videos. 
As we enter the penultimate week of our Start Something That Matters unit students will be presenting their ‘Shark 
Tank’ presentations to the Sharks (us) and their peers. Students have worked hard over the term to develop their 
social enterprises and they are looking forward to sharing them with you through their learning journeys next week.  
 
 

      
 

“Hearts that beat to 
the tune of kindness 

can change the 
rhythm of the world.” 

 

-C.J Peterson 



  

Lights on Learning! 

 

LSU 
 

The last two weeks in LSU were a busy time as we prepared to say thank you to our male role models. We read books 
about dads and had valuable discussions about why dads/uncles/grandads are deserving of a gift on Father’s Day. The 
class decided to recycle old coloured pencils and made a coaster as a gift. That was a great opportunity for us to revisit 
our lesson on patterns. We created different patterns using various colours, sizes and directions. We also made our 
own wrapping paper by doing some marble painting.  We had lots of lovely feedback on the useful gift which 
everyone’s dads are now using when they are enjoying their favourite beverage. 
Last Friday, we celebrated Jacques birthday! The best part of the class party was popping all the balloons after the 
party. Here is the acrostic poem the class created for Jacque.  
Spring break is fast approaching!  I would like to suggest a few activities for you to engage with your child during the 
two-week break. As we are learning about Australian currency, a great opportunity for learning outside at school can 
be found at the Australian Mint and their website https://www.ramint.gov.au/ .We also encourage families to enjoy 
outdoors and provide opportunities to use our senses to explore the surroundings, especially to notice the changes 
during this springtime. It could be an excellent introduction to the inquiry unit on life cycles in term 4. 
Last but NOT least, everyone from the LSU would like to thank Mrs Mac and the Maribyrnong Menders team for 
making us a beautiful little garden bed! 
 

     
   

 

School Photos 
 

Our school photographer is MSP Photography.  
Dates are as follows. 
 
Kindy to year 6 - Friday 30 October  
Preschool Monday - Wednesday groups on Monday 26 October  
Preschool Wednesday-Friday groups on Friday  30 October 2020. 
 
We are hoping to have the booking forms to send home next week. 
(Term 3 Week 10) 
Due to the Coronavirus, school photo ordering will now be cashless 

(online ordering only), or orders can be made by phone to our 

office. 

P: 02 6255 9208 |  
canberra.office@msp.com.au 
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Library Open Daily (except Thursdays) 
 
 
On these crisp Canberra mornings, the 
opportunity to curl up with a book sounds so 
tempting! Students can now have 15 minutes of 
warm reading time before the school day begins 
(except Thursdays). 

 

 

The P&C will be opening up the Preloved uniform shop again. 

We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, tights  

and fleece jumpers that will be available to purchase (cash only). 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we ask for your patience in advance.  The P & C would like to thank the 

community for your understanding and support over the past few months. maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

Head Lice 
We have been notified of a case of 

Head Lice in the school. You are 

advised to examine your child’s hair 

to determine whether or not an 

infection has occurred. For more 

information and to access the fact 

sheet – Head Lice, visit: 

http://www.health.act.gov.au 

 

ACT Instrumental Music Program 
 

Secondary Student Extension Ensembles - 2021The ACT Instrumental Music Program is seeking students who will be in Year 7 

to Year 12 in ACT public schools in 2021 to audition for secondary extension ensembles. 

Current year 6 students continuing to a public secondary school in 2021 can apply for -  

Percussion Ensemble – Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2021 

Junior Concert Band –  Years 7 - 8 students in ACT public schools in 2021 

Senior Concert Choir— Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2021 

  

Auditions will be held at the ACT Instrumental Music Program Rehearsal Room, UC High School Kaleen, Baldwin Drive, Kaleen. 

Band auditions will be in Term 4, November 2-13. 

Choir auditions will be held in Term 4, with audition times to be allocated in early Term 4.  

All audition requirements and pieces will be available on the IMP website by the end of Term 3.  

  

The ensembles are an excellent opportunity for talented, skilled and committed young musicians to work together in an 

enriching environment. The groups are active performance ensembles and the families of students auditioning will need to be 

prepared to make a strong commitment to rehearsal and performance attendance for the year. 

Further details and information about how to apply for an audition are available from the Instrumental Music Program website 

at www.imp.act.edu.au. The application form can be accessed through this site or by clicking on the links below. 

Information cards and posters are available at your child’s school.  

 

 

Complete your online application at:  

https://forms.gle/qT6UeQPX1rYeRUqp8  

or scan the QR code for a direct link 

 

 

Applications are now open and close Monday 19 October. 
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Defence School Mentor News 

The end of Term 3 is fast approaching, and we can all see the next school break on the horizon. Here are some great ideas for 
families to explore. 
The Floriade: Reimagined Festival, running from 12 September to 11 October, will involve floral displays with the show moving 
out into the suburbs and colouring the city. There will be one million bulbs and annuals around the ACT.  There's an interactive 
map online so you can plan your Floriade route. 
The National Arboretum (For more information, please visit the National Arboretum website here.) 
It is the perfect place to spend the school holidays, with plenty of exciting events on offer.  
1. Children's Beginner's Bonsai Workshop 
Taking place on 7 October and 8 October. There are two 90 minute sessions available each day: 10:00am or 1:30pm. Open to 
children aged 8-16 years. The cost is $40 per child.  
2. Nature Play Day 
A new full-day program will involve spending time in the forest playing, building and exploring, as well as creating and making 
back in the Terrace Room and Gallery of Gardens. Taking place on Wednesday 30 September and Thursday 1 October 2020 
from 9am - 4pm. Suitable for children aged 6-10 years. The cost is $80 per child.  
3. Family Orienteering 
Pick up your map and clue sheet from the Village Centre and head out into the forests and gardens on a letter search to 
discover which rare bird is nesting at the National arboretum. 
Taking place from 26 September - 11 October between the hours of 9am-4pm. Suitable for all ages. The cost is $5. 
4. Culture Craft 
Using natural resources collected on-site, your kids will craft their own native animal artwork while learning about the 
significance of plants and animals to Indigenous Australians. They will also have the opportunity to learn about Indigenous 
symbols and paint this onto a eucalyptus leaf to be added to a hanging mobile. Taking place on 28, 29 September and 2, 6 
October from 2.30pm - 3.30pm. Suitable for ages 4 - 7 years. The cost is $10 per child, adults free. Please note: Parents/Carers 
are required to stay with children for this workshop.  
5. Walks 
These special spring walks are offered every Monday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday during Floriade: Reimagined, from 
Saturday 12 September to Sunday 11 October.  
6. Picnics 
7. Kite flying 
Get your kites and fly them up and down and around the amphitheatre near the Village Centre. It's lots of fun! 
8. POD Playground 
The POD playground encourages children to climb, explore, learn, and have fun. Suitable for all ages. Located next to the 
Village Centre. 
9. Nulla Tours 
Take a 40 minute guided bus tour with the Arboretum's friendly guides and learn the stories of the forests and enjoy two 
viewing stops with spectacular photo opportunities. Available Wed – Sun (& Public holidays). Tour departs at 1.30pm. The cost 
is: Child $5, 
Adult $10, or Family: $15 for 1 adult and 2 children, or $25 for 2 adults and 2 children. Bookings are essential.  
 
Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong   

  

 

 

Kindergarten Health Check 

Could we please ask you to remind the parents of Kindergarten students that Canberra Health Services is offering a targeted 

kindergarten health check concentrating on vision and hearing.  

These health checks are performed  in clinics at the City Health Centre Mondays and Fridays and there will be appointments 

most days in the school holidays. 

An appointment can be made by phoning the Central Intake Line on 51249977. 
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https://floriadeaustralia.com/map/
https://floriadeaustralia.com/map/
https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/


 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

Ginninderra Athletics Club 
 

Ginninderra Athletics Club is an all ages athletics club with programs for 

children from 3 years of age.   The club is welcoming, inclusive and upholds 

the Little Athletics ethos of Family, Friendship, Fun and Fitness. Ginninderra 

has an amazing Tiny Tots Program supporting children 3 - 4 years to develop 

and learn fundamental movement skills in a fun, engaging way.  In addition 

GAC has a junior coach program whereby athletes from 14years are 

mentored and supported to become "junior coaches" helping athletes from 

Tiny Tots through to Under 8s.  Registrations are open and the season starts 

in October.  

Website: Ginninderra.com 

 

Email:  ginninderraathletics.gmail.com 

 

Cyclabilities 

Cyclabilites is a not for for profit charity led by a 

volunteer board. Cyclabilities aim is and vision is to 

provide meaningful inclusive life skills development 

opportunities for children with additional needs, 

disabilities or mental health 

concerns.  Cyclabilities programs are developed and 

are facilitated by a phenomenal team of Allied 

Health Professionals including Occupational 

Therapists, Exercise Physiologists, Psychologists, 

Social Workers and Registered Art 

Therapists.  Additionally teachers and disability 

support workers provide extra help.  Cyclabilities 

has a suite of programs with current availability for 

term 4 in their Waterabilities (swim safety and swim 

skills), Cyclabilities (learn to bike ride, movement 

skills and road safety) and Artabilities (creative art) 

programs.  

Website:  Cyclabilities.com.au 

Email: info@cyclabilities.com 
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