
 

  

 

Thankfulness 
Australians don't have a tradition of celebrating thanksgiving which is, I feel, just a little 
bit sad. Of all the American holidays we could savour, this would be my pick. It happens 
this week. Let's talk about giving thanks for just a moment: 
 
"Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realise they were the big 
things."  
ROBERT BRAULT 
 
This week I'm going to recommend you practice a little more 'thanksgiving' - some 
extra gratitude - at home. Tell the kids about the holiday- you may need to do some 
research. Then each night at dinner talk about what you're each thankful for. It could 
be something that happened that day, or something you're forever thankful for. (I 
always tell my kids what I'm most grateful for is their mum). 
More than that though, take your children aside privately and tell them why you're 
thankful for them. One by one.  
You'll find what the research shows: expressing gratitude to others, meaningfully and 
well thought-out, brings us together, makes us feel better, and builds better 
relationships and happier families. 
Who knows? Perhaps it will be something that happens more than once a year? 
 
Clara Potter 
It is always a privilege to announce Maribyrnong student success 
to our school community. A big congratulations goes to Clara 
Potter who is one of 5 finalists in the ACT selected to go through 
to the 2020 BHP Foundation Science and Engineering Awards! The 
BHP Foundation Science and Engineering Awards are Australia’s 
most prestigious school science and engineering awards. The 
finalists are the best and brightest student researchers and 
innovators in the country. The Awards are a partnership between 
the BHP Foundation, CSIRO, the Australian Science Teachers 
Association, SEAACT and all other state and territory Science  
Teacher Associations across Australia. Entry to the Awards is via  
nomination through the SEAACT Science and Engineering Fair. This process all began 
for Clara at our school Science Fair where she entered her project titled ‘Holy Smoke! 
Will my plants grow?’ Congratulations and good luck, Clara! 
 
Giving Tree 
A long held community tradition at Maribyrnong Primary School is a Giving Tree. This 
year we are teaming up with Communities@Work to collect donations of gifts and food 
for the Communities@Work Christmas Appeal. By taking part, we hope to bring some 
joy to struggling families and individuals. We know that 2020 has been harder than 
previous years for many and any donation will help make a meaningful difference to 
people in need, knowing they will now have food on their tables at Christmas and gifts 
to give to their families. Our Giving Tree will be set up in the administration area of the 
school. 
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NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

Solar Fair (students only) 
Tuesday 1 December after B1 

 
Rainbow Day  

Thursday 3 December 
 

Year 3 Bioblitz 
Friday 4 December  

 
Year 4 Camp Warrumbui 

3 & 4 December 
 

Year 6 Big Spash Day 
Friday 4 December 

 
See last page of Possum Press 

For more dates! 
 

 

DATES 
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Update on School Building Works 
The recent wet weather has pushed back the original timelines for completion of current 
work occurring in the school.  Our staffroom extension (shop side) and preschool are now 
planned to be completed for the beginning of 2021. We also have some work beginning in 
week 9 (7 December) to prepare an extra classroom space for 2021 in the current year 1 
and year 5 areas. 1KF, 1KH and 5JF will be utilising other spaces in the school for the last 
two weeks of term 4 so that this work can be completed in time for the start of next year. 
 
 
Student Reports 
Teachers have been busy preparing end of year reports. As per semester one, these reports will be emailed out to families for 
students in kindergarten to year 6 on Friday 11 December (week 9). Our preschool reports will be sent home with children as a 
hard copy in week 9 also. You should have received a test email today. This email will only go to the number one contact for each 
child. If you have not received this by Monday, please let us know. 
 
Organisation of 2021 Classes 
This week, staff have spent time organising our classes for 2021. Students have also had to opportunity to complete a sociogram 
where they have listed a number of friends that they would like us to consider placing with them as we plan classes. Our process 
for classing for 2021 is as follows: 

• Classes created by current classroom teachers based on student social, emotional and academic needs 

• Executive cross check class draft lists against parent and carer requests 

• Executive cross check class draft with student sociograms 

• Classes allocated to planned 2021 physical classroom spaces 

• Teachers allocated to classes 

• Students in small group programs allocated to mainstream classes 
 
Thank you to the parents and carers that have sent through information that they would like us to consider for 2021 classes 
relevant to their child. 
 
Staffing Changes for 2021 
At the end of each school year there are always a number of changes to our staffing. This year, the changes are minimal and we 
are looking forward to a settled beginning to 2021.  
 
As mentioned previously in the Possum Press, today was Ros Riddle’s last day at Maribyrnong. We 
wish Ros all the best with her move to New Zealand. She will be missed for years to come. Staff were 
able to farewell Ros on Wednesday afternoon with a special afternoon tea. 
Next Wednesday afternoon staff are farewelling another long standing Maribyrnong staff member in 
Keilly Pownall. Keilly will retire at the end of the school year after a long and significant teaching 
career. Keilly’s role at Maribyrnong in the school library and more recently as a member of the school 
executive team has impacted many students and their families and played an important part in the 
stability and success of Maribyrnong Primary School. I would like to acknowledge Keilly’s work, not 
only at Maribyrnong, but all the other ACT primary schools where she has worked throughout her 
career! 
I would also like to acknowledge Ingrid Schryver. Ingrid is well known to our school community and her work in our library, 
backfilling Keilly Pownall’s role, has been a key part of our teacher release program in recent years. In 2021 Ingrid will still be 
within the school and connected with us, however her role in the school library will cease. Ingrid’s contribution to the school 
community through book fairs, book weeks, vibrant visual arts and much more has had a major impact on students and the 
aesthetics of our school!  
 
MPS P&C's End of Year Gathering 
You are invited to attend the MPS P&C's End of Year Gathering. This event has been organised to celebrate the various P&C 
achievements throughout what has been a challenging year but more importantly, to recognise the efforts each and every one of 
our volunteers have made. We are encouraging families (kids too of course) to come along to Lake Ginninderra Western 
Foreshore on Thursday 10 December at 6pm. BYO picnic dinner (BBQ facilities available) and enjoy some complimentary light 
refreshments and cake. This is a great opportunity to further get to know members of our wonderful school community and 
understand more about the school's P&C. 
 

To attend, please register at https://signup.com/go/fDNJaDN 

 
Have a great weekend, 

 
Andrew. 
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Year 1 
 

In year 1 we continue to explore the seasons of Kakadu. 
We have been very interested to find out how all of the 
flora and fauna change throughout the seasons. As part of 
our NAIDOC week learning, we discussed dreamtimes 
stories and coloured in a NAIDOC week poster.  
Year 1 are beginning to finish up our reading groups for 
the year. Students are eagerly continuing their learning 
until the last moment, reading and comprehending a range 
of books.  
Students discussed Remembrance Day and the significance 
of this day. They created a beautiful art piece or a poppy. I 
wonder if you can work out how these were made. 
Don’t forget that we are finishing our home reading 
program at the end of this week. Please return any books 
that you have at home ASAP. We will also be sending 
home all student books, artwork and portfolios during 
week 8. Please keep an eye out for these in your child’s 
bag.  
 

   

Year 2 
 

Year 2 has been enjoying the group time of discovering 
how to measure length. We have been using all sorts of 
non-standard units to compare the length of different 
people. Some student groups used popsticks. Some 
children used straws or pens. We discovered the many 
ways to keep the measurement accurate. We also had to 
round up or down the measurement to the nearest half.  
 

      

This was a very exciting activity using chalk outside on 
the blacktop to measure length. 
We also enjoyed coding Bee Bots to complete a pathway 
maze. This took a great deal of teamwork to get the Bee 
Bot from the start to finish.  
 

    
 

 

 

Lights on Learning! 

Preschool 
 

In preschool we have been learning about indigenous 
stories as part of NAIDOC Week celebrations. We 
participated in the First Nations Bedtime stories. We 
looked at the different indigenous languages and how 
they say ‘Hello”, we watched the “Lost Joey” and 
discussed the tracks made by the animals in the story. We 
talked about the connection to the land and home and 
drew pictures of our home and what is important to us. 
Thank you to all the families who donated money to 
support the creation of more indigenous stories for future 
learning and education for our children. We raised nearly 
$70! 
  

     

    
 

Kindergarten 
 

In Kindergarten we have continued to look at patterns as 
they appear in our surroundings. We went on to create 
artworks based on patterns in nature. One part of our 
NAIDOC Week celebrations was reading Helen Milroy’s 
book “Backyard Birds”. Helen Milroy is a descendant of 
the Palyku people of the Pilbara region of Western 
Australia. Inspired by her illustrations we created mixed 
media artworks in oil pastel experimenting with colour, 
line and pattern. We then collaged one of Helen’s 
amazing Backyard Birds onto our background. As part of 
observing Remembrance Day we designed our own 
poppies, washed them with edicol dye and created a 
wreath. 
 

   
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Year 4 
 
In year 4, we have continued to stay active, developing our gross motor skills with our sports clinics. 
So far, we enjoyed our tennis and basketball clinics, and in week six, we started our NRL clinic.  
In maths, we have been learning about money. We have practised creating a budget, totalling 
money and working out change. We created our idea of the perfect pizza, and worked out how 
much it would cost to make. We had to stick to a budget and calculate how much change we would 
have left over at the end.  
We have begun our STEM project, where we design a hand-washing device to be used in a school in 
Kenya to combat the spread of disease. Our busy future engineers have been brainstorming and 
designing, and with our newly acquired finance skills, we have been working out how much our 
prototype will cost to make. We can’t wait to start building and testing our designs! 
After learning about sustainability in term three, we were lucky enough to have the Rubbish Rangers 
visit us in week six to talk about ways we can reduce, reuse and recycle. We brainstormed practical 
changes we could implement in our lives, both at home and at school.  

  
 

Year 5 
 
Year 5 students have been enjoying lots of sport clinics with rugby, tennis and basketball. We have also been riding our 
bikes and continuing to develop our running skills and stamina.  
SHFPACT visited us last week, and the students are learning and engaging in the exciting topic of changes that happen in 
puberty. These gender specialised classes are run by a professional presenter, and are informative and instructive.  
We have been problem-solving in maths, using a range of games, puzzles and tasks to stretch brains and encourage lateral 
thinking and number sense. 
Out literacy lessons have been busy writing persuasive letters to Andrew Barr about playground design and discussions on 
topics close to our hearts. 5JF described ‘the best part of me’ in a poem and photo.  
 

   

Lights on Learning! 

Year 3 
 

This term year 3 have been discussing rules, laws and responsibilities in our 
community. This week we worked on a persuasive text to influence people on who 
to vote for in the year 4 SRC election. Each person created a poster, badge or 
speech and presented it to the group. We also held our 2020 year 3 talent quest 
and witnessed some amazing talents! We used our new knowledge of preferential 
voting to decide on 3 winners to go on to the finals. To be announced soon… 
Week 8 is set to be a busy week with 2 incursions, the Solar Fair and an NRL clinic! 
Lots of fun to be had in year 3! 

 

 

 
  
     

 

  

 

 



  

 

 Lights on Learning! 
Year 6 

 
Year 6 students have been busily preparing for the Solar Fair that will be held next Tuesday 1 December. If your child 
missed out on pre-purchasing tickets this week, don’t panic, we will be selling them on the day as well. If you missed out 
on pre-ordering a sausage sizzle other hot food will be available on the day.  
 
Important dates for the end of the year: 
Graduation Dinner and Disco - Monday 14 December from 5:00pm. Theme: Back to Nature. Disco will start at 6.30pm and 
will include students from Year 3 - 6. 
Graduation Ceremony Wednesday - 16 December 9:00am, followed by photos outside. Unfortunately there will not be a 
morning tea due to Covid regulations.  
More information to come about parent attendance and a contact tracing form to complete. We will update you as we 
receive information from the directorate.  
 
Following on from ‘Start Something That Matters’, students have been participating in a unit of work on ‘Sustainable Art’. 
Students have been looking at why we make art and how art can communicate important social and environmental 
messages. They investigated artist Gwyneth Leech, learning about her art practice and how she upcycles paper cups to 
create works of art. Students applied the same creative process as Leech, observing the small details in our environment 
looking for interesting patterns, colours, lines and shapes to provide inspiration for their cups. Check out some of their 
fabulous recycled cup designs! 
 

    
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER!! Please don’t forget your ‘store-bought’ cake and chocolate donations for our Solar 
Fair on Tuesday 1 December. They can be delivered to the wet area near Ms Dorrough’s classroom. Thanks 
in advance. 
 

LSUA 
 

Students in the LSUA have been testing their research skills. Using an image, students were required to find out 
everything they can and report back to the class. They found out what this was in under 5 minutes!  
 
Unfortunately our primitive village is in a state of severe disrepair after the thunderstorms over the weekend. While the 
students were disappointed, we have had wonderful conversations about the strengths and weakness of different 
natural and synthetic materials, and how we could improve the resilience of the buildings next time. 
 

 

     
 



 

  

LSU 
 

In the past two weeks we have enjoyed the sunshine and have taken every opportunity to spend time outside. We 
read books under the tree and played with slime and water. We are planning add more outdoor equipment and 
variety of outdoor activities to the play area in coming weeks. It will a more exciting place to play. Visual art 
experiences were enjoyed by everyone as they explored different techniques and materials. During literacy we learnt 
about synonyms and antonyms and through the numeracy lessons we revisited the topic on chance and data. This 
time we visited preschool to collect data to find out about what preschoolers' like and dislikes about fruits. 
 
 

      

Lights on Learning! 

 
Library News - It’s that time of year! No 

more borrowing. 
 
All borrowing from the 
school library has now 
ceased. Students need to 
return their books by the 
end of this week so that 
stocktake can take place. 
There is a large number of 
books overdue. Overdue 
notices were sent home 
on Thursday. Please, 
please, please help your 
child search for library 
books otherwise a charge 
or replacement will be 
incurred. 
 
Thank you for your 
cooperation, 
 
Ingrid 

 
 

 



 

Defence School Mentor News 
It is that time of year when lots of things are changing. With our school year ending and a new one just over the horizon there 

are lots of changes, big and small happening. Change comes in a variety of sizes, shapes and flavors. It is how you choose to 

look at and manage with change that matters most. Think of change as a positive. 

20 Reasons Change Can Be Good For You 

1. Without change, things stay the same and nobody is the same all the time. 

2. Change forces us outside our comfort zone - embrace the uncomfortable. 

3. Without change there is no adventure. 

4. It takes much more energy and effort to resist change than it does to go with it. 

5. Change is learning. Learning is growing. Growing is living. So live. 

6. Change is opportunity. 

7. Change is exciting and encourages you to move. 

8. Fear of change is a feeling you can change, and it is okay to change your feelings. 

9. The unknown can be uncomfortable so you will need to shift your position. 

10. Everything must change. 

If you are a defence family and you are experiencing change at the moment remember we are here to help. It is important to 

let the school know if you will be moving at the end of the year. Staff at Maribyrnong are all here to assist with these times of 

transition.  

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong 

 

 

 

Information taken from 

https://www.allankarl.com/everything-must-change%e2%80%a620-reasons-why-change-is-

good/?doing_wp_cron=1606260476.3276689052581787109375 

 

Maribyrnong Primary Volleyball Team 
 
The Maribyrnong Primary volleyball team has won the ACT Junior Volleyball trophy for the first time! 
The school entered 4 teams into the Junior Beach Volleyball tournament which was held on Sunday and played some exciting 
volleyball against other Primary school students.  The teams had a few hard fought matches and at the end of the tournament 
they were presented with the trophy by Marty Collins who is the Head Coach of the Australian Women’s Volleyball team.  
There were some very happy faces as the teams celebrated along with the Australian Women’s Volleyball team who were 
coaching teams on the day (photos attached). 
 
Congratulations to all the players and thank you to  
all the families who came to support them. 
 
We look forward to another great  
year of volleyball in 2021! 
 
Rachel Uren 
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We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, 

tights and fleece jumpers that will be available to 

purchase (cash only). 

 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

 

 

How do I notify for an absence? 

 
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an 
unexplained absence. 
The best way to notify us is to - 
✓ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. This 

is the easiest way to notify of the reason for absence 
when short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to 
your SMS message if you ask a question. 

✓ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where 
advance notice is given for travel and longer absences. 
Email addresses for staff can be found on our website  - 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_mess
age/Staff_contact_list 

✓ Email the front office directly – 
maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 

If you have any further questions, please contact the front 
office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
 

 

 

Happy Families Partnership 

 
EVERY FAMILY at Maribyrnong Primary School now has access 

to their own Happy Families Premium Membership. These 

memberships contain a library of parenting resources from Dr 

Justin Coulson to offer calm assurance, vision, direction and 

solutions you can trust.  Memberships are usually $170 per 

family per year, but each family has full access to the 

membership for the next 12 months for FREE. 

 

Some of the included features are 

- Live monthly webinars with Dr Justin Coulson 

- Access to Dr Justin Coulson's entire webinar library + a new 

one every month 

- Weekly "Lighten the Load" tips 

- Book Club with Mrs Happy Families - Kylie Coulson 

and much more!  

Start accessing the Happy Families library and resources right 

away! 

https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/maribyrnong 
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Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE  

Ph: 0405 124 312 
 

 
Please notify Before and After Hours 

Care if your child is not attending 
their booking. 

 

 
 

To contact staff via email, please 

visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.ed

u.au/principals_message/Staff_con

tact_list 

Canteen Volunteers needed!! 

The school canteen is looking for volunteers to assist with preparing and 

assembling kid’s lunch orders.The canteen is open on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays and would appreciate help between 10am – 11:30am on these days. If you 

or someone you know can spare some time to help out or would like further 

information, please email maribyrnongprimarycanteen@gmail.com.

 

 

FUN WITH FRIENDS THESE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS! 

Communities@Work Summer School 
Holiday Programs are now Open for 
Bookings. The programs will be 
running weekdays over the summer 
school holidays and focus on fun and 
are flexible and adaptable. They will 
provide a welcoming and entertaining 
environment that will encourage 
children to have fun with their friends 
and participate in a variety of 
engaging activities that delivers a new 
adventure every day.  
Communities@Work continue 
to ensure the safety of your child is 
paramount with increased hygiene 
and cleaning protocols, guided by the 
latest advice from the ACT 
Government and ACT Health. 
 
Visit www.commsatwork.org/shp for 
details of program locations, dates, 
activity list, enrolment information 
and more.  
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November & December 2020 
Week 

8 
30 
Year 5/6 SHFPACT 

1 
Solar Fair (students 
only) from B1 
 

2 3 
-Year 4 
Camp/Warrambui  
-Rainbow Day,  
IDPWD picnic K-6 

4 
-Year 4 
Camp/Warrambui  
-Year 6  
Big Day Out - Big Splash 
-Year 3 Bioblitz 

Week 
9 

7 8 9 10 11 
- K-6 
Reports sent home 
 

Week 
10 

14 
Year 6 
Dinner and 
Disco 
Celebration  
 

15 16 
Year 6 Graduation 
Assembly (by invite 
only) 

 

17 
2021- transition session 
K-5 only 

18 
Last day of school! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Solar Fair 
(formally known as the Year 6 Mini Fete) 

 

Tuesday 1 December after B1 

Every year, the year 6 students and educators, coordinate 

this student only event with sideshow alley, food & fun.  

The money raised will go towards the year 6 graduation. 

More information will come soon! 

 

 
 


