
 

 

 
Welcome ‘back’ to all of our Maribyrnong families, whether you are continuing to keep 

your children at home and engage with remote learning or whether you are making use 

of Maribyrnong Primary School as a Safe and Supervised Site. The current environment 

is certainly ever changing and uncertain for us all. As I have been touching base with 

families through phone calls this week I have heard some interesting reflections on 

learning and school from our children. The levels of resilience and understanding from 

our children in this situation are astounding. As adults we know that physical activity 

promotes many aspects of child and adolescent development, including social and 

emotional skills, as well as physical development of motor skills. It also supports mental 

wellbeing. We know that high levels of inactivity can lead to a greater risk of both 

physical and mental health problems. I have been astounded to hear this unpacked and 

explained in ‘kids’ speak’ by some of our students. Hearing their routines that they have 

established to keep themselves fit and active has been so encouraging! Please also see 

the attachment to this newsletter’s email. It includes a great opportunity for our 

children to be involved in the School Sport ACT Virtual Cross Country.  The email that is 

going out with the link to this newsletter also includes some helpful resources for 

families to support well being within your family. I would encourage you to look at this 

resource list that has been compiled by our student wellbeing team. It includes contact 

details for telehealth support providers and online resources. 

 

Remote Learning 

I would like to thank our staff for their preparation and implementation of remote 

learning for this term. Feedback from parents and carers as well as students is that it is 

working well under the circumstances. I know that our current situation has the 

potential to create stress and I’d like to remind families that it’s ok to ’take it easy’ and 

make the wellbeing of your child (and you) your most important priority. Enjoy the 

opportunities that these different circumstances present and build regular routines and 

schedules as much as possible, or create new ones in your home environment that 

allow time for remote learning, as well as time to play safely and relax. We have 

developed some structures for each year level that you may wish to use to support 

what you are doing at home during this time. Please see the images included in our 

Lights on Learning section. 

As remote learning continues, some of our teachers in the senior year levels (3-6) are 

trialling Google Meets as a way to maintain contact with students. Originally we had 

held off using this platform as there were some concerns with security, however, as 

new measures have been put in place, we feel it would be worthwhile trialling this 

method for our senior students. As with all of our online resourcing, these meets are 

intended to support your child’s learning and not create extra stress for your family. 

Staff will be reminding students of online protocols that we have put in place to keep 

them safe. 

 

Maribyrnong School   Ph: 6142 0570   
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     

 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 
 
Board Chair   Tim Bavinton 
timbavinton@gmail.com 
 
P&C President Christopher Watkins 
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday  
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work  
ph: 0405 124 312 
Before and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 
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NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

THE HUB 
 

To contact staff via email, please 

visit our website for email 

addresses. 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:timbavinton@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/mps-homelearning
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


                                 
    

   
  

  

As a way of us tracking engagement from families in this remote learning environment, we have put together a Google Form. 

Originally this was sent out to all families via email. We now understand that receiving this form via a daily email creates 

congestion and extra work for families at an already stressful time. This form can now be accessed on the front page of our 

Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub. We ask that you complete this each morning or whenever the hub is accessed for learning. This 

will provide us with an avenue to follow up with families and to better meet student needs at this time.  

 
 

Whole School Activities 

Our Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub continues to be the go to point for remote learning for Maribyrnong families. If you are 

having any problems accessing the hub, please let us know so that we can support you with this. The amount of work behind this 

hub and the rich learning opportunities are amazing! As well as a way for students to stay in contact with their teachers and 

access prepared learning tasks, the hub also includes some featured learning ideas. These ideas are intended for students from P-

6 to engage with if they wish. One of these learning ideas encourages children to contribute ideas and lyrics to a school song that 

we aim to sing together when we are all back and things have returned to some level of normality. It has been great to see so 

many contributions for the song and I’m pleased to say that the first verse has been written and will be shared with the school 

community soon.  

 

Maribyrnong as Safe and Supervised Site-Thanks to Staff 

I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the extra efforts of our wonderful staff who used their break to prepare 

Maribyrnong to be a Safe and Supervised Site (SSS). There are only 13 schools across the ACT that have been set up as SSS and 

the work that was needed to prepare each one has been significant. It has been a busy couple of weeks as we have organised our 

learning spaces to better support social distancing as we supervise children from across the Belconnen and surrounding areas. A 

lot of behind the scenes work has needed to occur to make this happen and I would like to formally thank all the staff who 

volunteered their time and energy. Although many of our Maribyrnong staff have been on site supporting this process, many 

other Education Directorate teachers and assistants have been helping support students from their schools while they are at 

Maribyrnong. It has been nice to hear from others what a lovely school we have here.  

 

Work Occurring in the School 

You may have seen some areas of the school that have been fenced off as work and upgrades occur. With less students than 

normal, we have taken the chance to have a range of small jobs completed. This will include some concreting and landscaping 

work to reduce trip hazards in the playground. The all abilities toilet and shower adjacent to our Learning Support Unit (LSU) is 

also close to completion. This job will also include the addition of soft fall in the courtyard playground for students who access 

the LSU.  We are also in the early stages of planning for an expansion of our staffroom so that all staff are able to access this 

space. Discussions are continuing with our directorate with regard to the addition of new classroom spaces for next year and 

beyond as Maribyrnong continues to grow.  

 

Thank you for your continued support in these uncertain times. If there is an area that you feel the school could be better 

supporting you and your family at this time, please mention it to your child’s classroom teacher when they make contact, or call 

me directly on the school number. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/mps-homelearning
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P&C UPDATE 
If you would like to stay connected to the P&C and 

join the distribution list, please let us know by  

emailing maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

 

DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR (DSM) 

 
School is very different at the moment. We are all 

finding new ways to learn and share. 

I am keen to hear how you are all going as you travel on 

this new path of doing things differently. I can still be 

contacted at school on my regular days of Tuesday 

8.30am – 3.30pm and Friday 8.30 – 12.00pm. 

Alternatively, I am more than happy for students and 

families to contact me via my school email. 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

Some suggestions for emails could be showing me some 

of the work you have been completing, pictures of 

activities that you have been keeping busy with such as 

jigsaws, craft and games, tell me about new skills you 

have been working on or creative ways you have been 

passing your time at home. 

Remember, there is a Defence School Mentor tab on the 

Maribyrnong Learning Hub. It contains activities, 

support and information for students and families. 

 

Stay safe and well. 

 

Jackie Sampson  

Defence School Mentor 

Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
mailto:jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   
 

  

School Sport ACT Virtual Cross Country 

 

Traditionally, term 2 is when SSACT focuses on our Regional and State Cross Country events in preparation for the 

School Sport Australia (SSA) Championships held in late August. With all events cancelled due to the current 

COVID-19 safety restrictions, SSACT would like to offer the opportunity for schools to enter their students into the 

SSACT Virtual Cross Country. The Virtual Cross Country is for participation purposes only to encourage students to 

get outside, be active and challenge themselves to improve. The results will not be seen as official performances 

nor utilised for representative selection. Distances for each age group are shared on the table below. Students can 

choose to run;  

• The Stromlo Forest Park Courses, with loops and maps provided in the newsletter attachment. 

• A course the student has devised in their neighbourhood with the distance confirmed via a Fitbit or Garmin type 

device.  

Note: Whatever course is selected by the student, all social distancing protocols must be adhered to. 

Instructions 

• Students are to be encouraged to run their chosen course 1-2 times a week and submit their best weekly 

time back to me via email: jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au  

• These times must be submitted by 10.00 am on Friday mornings. 

The top performances will be shared on the SSACT FB page and website with school, first name, surname initial 

only, age group and time, e.g. Maribyrnong Primary School – Jasmine P., 12 Years, 3km, 14.53 mins  

Collation of Results 

• Utilising the SSACT Weekly Results Form provided, I will collect participating student’s results over a 4-

week period (Weeks 3, 4, 5 and 6).  

• After the first 2 weeks, by Friday 22 May, end of week 4, I will share the form with SSACT highlighting the 

top performing student and the most improved Personal Best time student in each gender and age group - 

this will be the ‘halfway highlights’ shared on the SSACT Facebook page and SSACT website’s Cross Country 

page.  

• By Friday 5 June, end of week 6, I will once again share the form with SSACT highlighting the top 

performing student and most improved Personal Best time student in each gender and age group – this 

time performances compared across the entire 4 week period. These results will also be shared on the 

SSACT FB page and website.  

 

Age Group (age turning this year) Distance Stromlo Forest Park  Loops 

8 Year Olds  1km  1 x 1km (Short Circuit)  

9 Year Olds  1.5km  1 x 1.5km (Hill Loop and Short Circuit)  

10 Year Olds  2km  1 x 2km (Short Circuit and Creek Loop)  

11 Year Olds  3km  2 x 1.5km (2x Hill Loop and Short Circuit)  

12 Year Olds  3km  2 x 1.5km (2x Hill Loop and Short Circuit)  

 

 

mailto:jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

Message from Commonwealth Bank  

 

The health, safety and wellbeing of our  

communities and our people remains our highest 

priority. Due to the ongoing uncertainty 

surrounding coronavirus, the School Banking program will 

remain on hold. We will continue to monitor the situation and 

keep you informed with any updates including how we will be 

managing Dollarmite tokens for students.  

In the meantime, here are some handy online resources for 

parents who wish to maintain momentum with their child’s 

financial education:  

• Start Smart: these resources have been created to 

improve children’s money 

management skills, and is aligned to the Australian 

Curriculum and the National Consumer Financial 

Literacy Framework.  

• The Beanstalk: offers videos and fun activities for 

children to learn about money. 

 

 

It’s important for everyone to be able to understand the most up to date 

information and advice relating to COVID-19. If you have a friend, family, 

neighbour or someone you know that doesn’t speak English as their first 

language, let them know there are translated resources available on  

COVID-19 at https://www.health.gov.au/resources/translated  

 

If they require translating or interpreting services, they can call the national 

Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450. 

 

https://www.startsmart.com.au/teacher-resources/primary-resources/
https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/can/teaching-kids-about-money.html?ei=tl_visit-beanstalk
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/translated

