
 

 

Today’s Possum Press report comes directly from our year 2 unit. 

As I sit and type, you can see students with whiteboards and  

markers in hand, listening intently, focused on their literacy  

learning. It’s wonderful to see our students making use of the 

stimulus around the room to support them as they write, testing 

their new skills and knowledge with peers who are seated nearby. The breadth 

of learning opportunities provided to all students at Maribyrnong is clear on my 

visits to all learning spaces. This edition of the Possum Press includes a new 

format for ‘Lights on Learning.’ Each fortnightly edition will now include a short 

update from each year group and the learning that is currently occurring. Many 

parents often comment that a common answer to the question ‘what did you 

do at school today?’ is met with the response ‘can’t remember’ or ‘nothing.’ 

Please feel free to use the information in the coming pages as a discussion point 

with your child!   

 

Term Overviews 

A reminder that another way parents and carers can access key information 

about what is being taught in classrooms across the school is via the link to our 

website below. These term overviews also provide information for families 

about how student learning can be supported at home. As we continue with this 

focus, more resourcing will be provided for those parents and carers who would 

like to utilise it. 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_curriculum/term_overviews_2020 

 

 
Parent Literacy Information Session 

The theme of supporting student learning at home was further strengthened 

this week through yesterday’s well attended parent literacy information session. 

For those that were unable to attend, the session slides can be accessed via the 

link below. This link will also contain several resources for literacy and numeracy 

that parents and carers can access to support activities outlined within our term 

overviews. These resources will continue to be added to over time. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pe2VpAURks__7trSsHU8KlW6Lv4VKDA_ 

Lisa will present this information session again on Thursday 26 March, between 

4.00-5.00 pm. Please email Lisa Riepon Lisa.Riepon@ed.act.edu.au to RSVP or 

for more information. 

 

  

 

Maribyrnong School   Ph: 6142 0570   
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     

 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 
 
Board Chair   Tim Bavinton 
timbavinton@gmail.com 
 
P&C President Christopher Watkins 
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday  
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work  
ph: 0405 124 312 
Before and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

THURSDAY 5 MARCH : T1 W5 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

MARCH 
9 Canberra Day Public Holiday 
10 Swimming Carnival 
11 AFL Gala Day 
13 Ride to School Day 

CEIS- opt in program 
Whole School Assembly @2.00pm 

16-20 Book Fair 
20 School Cross Country 
25 Yr 6 Open Day at UCHSK 
26 Parent literacy Session 4.00 
 P&C 7.00pm 
30 Yr 2 Aquasafe Program starts. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_curriculum/term_overviews_2020
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pe2VpAURks__7trSsHU8KlW6Lv4VKDA_
mailto:Lisa.Riepon@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:timbavinton@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   
  
Years 5 and 6 camps 

In week 3 our year 6 children spent three days at Borambola, near Wagga Wagga. Yesterday, our year 5 children 

returned from their camp experience at Cooba, near Berridale. It has been wonderful to see photos and experience 

firsthand the rich learning that has occurred for our senior students through participation in these camps. Seeing 

children test themselves and step (if even so slightly) out of their comfort zones. 

 

     
 

Ride to School Day - Friday 13 March 

We continue to promote healthy and active transport options for our families in dropping students to and from school 

each day. Next Friday we are taking part in National Ride to School Day. We encourage all students to take this as an 

opportunity to ride a bike, scooter or skateboard to and from school. Staff will be on duty at each entrance point with 

house points for all children who are taking part.  For more information, please see the link below. 

https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/rides-and-events/ride2school/ride2school-day/ 

 

Student Leadership 

Our student Representative Council and new House Groups provide leadership opportunities for children across the 

school. In our recent whole school assembly last week we announced and acknowledged all students who put 

themselves forward to lead house groups. 

Congratulations to the following students who have been elected as the first ever house leadership group at 

Maribyrnong Primary School.  

 

House: Yerradang (Green) 

Captains: Willow and Phillip 

Vice Captain: Isaiah 

House: Dhirrum Dhirrum (Red) 

Captains: Alice and Jack 

Vice Captain: Ruby 

House: Manang (Blue) 

Captains: Anaya and Hayden 

Vice Captain: Lexi 

House: Winyu (Yellow) 

Captains: Lucy and Henry 

Vice Captain: Piper 

Have a great week,  
Andrew. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/rides-and-events/ride2school/ride2school-day/


                                 
    

   

Lights on Learning! 

Preschool 
In preschool children have been sharing their 
experiences over summer surrounding the 
bushfires we saw near Canberra and while some 
children were on holiday at the coast. We shared 
what we saw, how we felt and talked about the 
firefighters who helped keep us safe. This inspired 
our creative bushfire artworks. Please enjoy looking 
at our art displays when you are in our classrooms.  
Preschool have enjoyed their first visits to the 
library where they are developing their early 
literacy skills. Please remember to bring a library 
bag on your library day to borrow a book. 
 

 

Kindergarten 

 
In Kindergarten we are beginning our literacy block 
each morning with Sounds-Write lessons. The 
children are learning that letters are symbols for 
sounds, so that when they see the letters < m > < a 
> < t >, they say and hear /m/ /a/ /t/ 'mat'. In 
weeks 3 and 4 we concentrated on the sounds /a/, 
/i/, /m/, /s/ and /t/. Moving into weeks 5 and 6 we 
are introducing the sounds /n/, /o/ and /p/. The 
children have quickly settled into the routine of 
using their mini whiteboards to participate in the 
lessons. 
 

 

Year 1 
This term we have begun to look at ourselves and 
the similarities and differences we have between 
us. We have looked at our inside and outside 
strengths that make us an individual. Ask your child 
to name some of their strengths and differences 
that make them unique! We have been learning 
how to persuade others to think and feel the same 
way that we do about different topics. 
Each class has also been exploring numbers and 
place value. We have had a great time using a 
variety of manipulatives to help our understanding 
grow.  
 

  

 

Year 3 
This term year 3 is focusing on celebrations and 
commemorations and how people participate 
around the world. We are learning to write 
information reports and each student will create 
their own based on a celebration they would like 
to study. You could work with your child at home 
to find books, information and pictures on their 
chosen topic. Look out for a note going home with 
more information on exciting events this term in 
year 3! 
 



                                 
    

   
  

Lights on Learning! 
Year 4 

This fortnight, we have been learning about rights and 
responsibilities. Students played a game where they 
were given no rules. We looked at how rules might have 
made the game less confusing and more enjoyable, and 
discussed why we need rules in our school and the 
broader community. Students are learning 
to write persuasively and wrote a  
persuasive argument to either allow 
or disallow scooters to be used at 
break times inside the school grounds. 
 

 

Year 5 
Last Wednesday we had a great time dressing up in our 
new house colours for "Wear it Wednesday". We 
participated in house meetings and got to vote for our 
new house captains and vice captains. This week we 
went on camp to Cooba where we enjoyed a variety of 
activities and the opportunity to get to know each 
other.  

 

Year 2 
Over the past few weeks, year 2 have been 
learning how technology has changed our 
lives. Did you know the wheel was one of the 
first technological inventions? And that the 
pencil was also a great invention that changed 
our lives? We have posed several questions 
for future exploration and are excited to see 
what else we can find out. In our writing, we 
are beginning to explore narratives. We are 
looking at how important it is to create a 
visual image with our words and how authors 
carefully select their words in order to do so.  

 

 

Year 6 
The year 6 team have had a very busy start to 
the term and have just enjoyed three full days 
challenging themselves and getting to know 
each other at Borambola Camp. Students 
worked together to tackle high ropes, rock 
climbing, kayaking, BMX riding and of course, 
The Mud Run. We have spent week five 
getting back into the school routine by starting 
our reading, spelling and Maths groups, and 
investigating different natural and human 
induced disasters in our inquiry unit. We are 
excited to share our mini research project 
early next week.   

 

 

LSU & LSUA 
This fortnight has seen many goals and 
accomplishments from the students in our small group 
programs. Students across the two classes have 
engaged in year 5 and 6 camps, explored some new 
resources including robotics and maths equipment and 
enjoyed participation in our new house groups. Over 
the next few weeks both Chris and Lalangi look forward 
to meeting with parents and  
carers to establish the clear  
learning goals for our students  
in ILP meetings. Please look out 
for emails and phone calls  
regarding these important meetings 
for 2020 teaching and learning.   
 



                                 
    

   
 

 

PBL NEWS 
House Points 

 

Our first House Winner will be 

announced at the next assembly on 

Friday 13 March in week six.  

 

The possum boxes have been filling so fast… which means 

that there has been so many positive behaviours seen 

across the school. The students (and many parents) are 

very keen to see who will win the most house points! 

 

The Scholastic BOOK FAIR 

The Book Fair is in week seven in the library. 

Monday 16 to Thurday 20 March 

8:25 - 8:50 am 

3:00 - 3:45 pm 

The children will be given the opportunity to view the 
books during library times in week six and a catalogue will 
be sent with each child. 

Come and buy some great children's books. 

 

 

 

DEFENCE STUDENT MENTOR (DSM) 
 
Many of our students here at Maribyrnong are 

involved in sporting activities.  Sporting clubs and 

associations are a great way to get connected to your 

community.   

As we move into the winter season for sport here in 

Canberra you will notice all the signs advertising 

registration days. Many clubs are also running trials 

for teams over the next few weeks, so now is the 

perfect time to look at the sports available to you in 

our local area. 

 

So why get involved in sport?  

• Sports boost self-esteem. 

• Playing sport helps develop teamwork and 
leadership skills. 

• It's a natural stress reliever. 

• Kids develop lifelong healthy lifestyle habits. 

• It's fun! 

 

If you are a family who has been through the process 

of moving several times, finding a way of continuing 

with sport can be quite difficult.  This is particularly 

tricky if your child has been participating at a high 

level.   

The School Sport ACT (SSACT) web site contains loads 

of useful information regarding sport in the ACT. 

SSACT actively promotes school sport for all ACT 

students through the support of regional, state and 

national representative opportunities and pathways. 

You can find them at : 

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/ 

 
Jackie Sampson. 
Defence Student Mentor (DSM) 

Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

  

https://www.schoolsportact.asn.au/
mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   
  

 

NEXT MEETING: 
All welcome to join us on  

Thursday 26 March at 7.00 pm. 
--------------- 

P&C String Instrumental Music Program: 

Group Guitar and Violin Lessons 

Guitar and violin students have made an excellent 

start to the new term, but we are always looking for 

more students to join in on the fun and learn an 

instrument. If you would like more information 

regarding the string music program, please fill and 

return an ‘expression of interest form’ available from 

the front office and our string music teacher Arianne 

Tan will be in touch. 

-------------------- 

OPEN ON WEDNESDAY MORNINGS: 
 The Preloved Uniform Shop is open in the hall from 

8.30 am until 9.10 am. Changes to opening times will 
be advertised on the  facebook page. Hats can be 
purchased through the canteen Wednesday to Friday. 

 
 

 School Banking is in the canteen from 8.30 am to      
9.00 am. To explore more about school banking, please 
visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

 

------------------ 

SAVE THE DATE: 

✓ Canteen Cross Country Special Lunch Friday 

20  March 

✓ Footy Boot Swap in week 8 

✓ School Disco Night Wednesday 8 April.  

More details to come soon. 

 

 

Our school has received requests by parents for their 
children to receive Christian Education (CE) as part of 
the school curriculum, based on provisions in the 
Education Act 2004.  The Christian Education In Schools 
(CEIS) project of the ACT Churches’ Council provides a 
coordinated serviced to fulfil such requests. This service 
includes four modern and interactive CE sessions, varied 
each year, prepared professionally and delivered by 
trained and endorsed volunteers. The one-hour sessions 
are designed for groups of students to discuss and 
explore Christian topics. 
 
Parent permission is essential for children (kindy to 

year six) to attend CEIS and term one sessions will be 

held on Friday 13 March.  

Forms are available at the office to opt-in or for further 

information please visit www.ceis.org.au  

 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
http://www.ceis.org.au/


                                 
    

   
   

BOOK PACKS AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK PACK 

ONLY 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library  

Trust Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

including Book 

Pack 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Book Packs are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar).  

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 001615) and via our 

website using Quickweb  http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment   

 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 

 

 

 

School Executive 

andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

matthew.veitch@ed.act.edu.au 

penelope.day@ed.act.edu.au 

Front Office 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.southwell@ed.act.edu.au 

caitlinn.amosa@ed.act.edu.au 

DSM 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

Specialist Teachers 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

ingrid.schryver@ed.act.edu.au 

rowena.king@ed.act.edu.au 

lisa.riepon@ed.act.edu.au 

nicole.mcalester@ed.act.edu.au 

jodi.lieschke@ed.act.edu.au 

rachelle.wilkinson@ed.act.edu.au 
jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 2 
leanne.hoffman@ed.act.edu.au 

peter.knights@ed.act.edu.au 
karolyn.odlum@ed.act.edu.au 
fiona.mcewan@ed.act.edu.au 

elizabeth.gocentas@ed.act.edu.au 

aaron.malouf@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 3 

tegan.arnold@ed.act.edu.au 
kacey.tait@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.vangalen@ed.act.edu.au 
symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 
justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 4 
sarah.nockels@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 
emma.jelbart@ed.act.edu.au 
natalie.walker@ed.act.edu.au  

Year 5 
joanne.francis@ed.act.edu.au 
henry.warre@ed.act.edu.au 

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au 
Year 6 

nicoleE.smith@ed.act.edu.au 
sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

katherine.duncan@ed.act.edu.au 
rebecca.kirpson-colley@ed.act.edu.au 

LSU 
 lalangi.abhayapala@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 
nicholas.neeson@ed.act.edu.au 

david.moller@ed.act.edu.au 

sam.hawkins@ed.act.edu.au 
LSUA 

christopher.moon@ed.act.edu.au 
melanie.rees@ed.act.edu.au 

Preschool 
merrin.walsh@ed.act.edu.au 

taryn.cameron@ed.act.edu.au 
amanda.ferris@ed.act.edu.au 
lanie.morrison@ed.act.edu.au 
kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 
nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au 

michelle.markezic@ed.act.edu.au 
Kindergarten 

tanya.maybury@ed.act.edu.au 
alison.nilon@ed.act.edu.au 
jacinta.bill@ed.act.edu.au 

megan.durham@ed.act.edu.au 
alexandra.avis@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 1 
stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au 
katalin.hajdu@ed.act.edu.au 
sarah.pringle@ed.act.edu.au 
leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 
kathy.french@ed.act.edu.au 

 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 

STAFF EMAILS 
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COMMUNITIES@WORK  
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Ph: 0405 124 312 
Please notify Before and After Hours 
Care if your child is not attending 
their scheduled booking. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

Attention all parents of football players!   
Do you have football boots that no longer fit 
your children?  Are you planning to buy a new 
pair of boots for the coming season? Our kids 
grow so fast, we tend to buy new boots each 
season.  Many families accumulate collections 
of boots that are still in perfectly useable 
condition. 

 
With this in mind, the P&C is organising a 
Football Boot Swap during week 8. 
Collections will occur before school on 
Thursday 26 March and Friday 27 March.  
Students, friends and other players are invited 
to bring in clean, useable boots and other 
football related items (boots, shin pads, shorts 
from local clubs) to the collection point near 
the science room.  People will receive a token 
for each item donated.  From 3.00 pm on 
Friday 27 March, please bring back the 
token(s) and swap it for an item donated by 
someone else.   
 
People who do not have items to donate are 
welcome to come along from 4.00 pm on 
Friday 27 March and purchase items 
remaining.  Items will be available for 
purchase for $2 to $5 and proceeds will go to 
the P&C. 
 
We hope this will help ease the financial 
burden of kids sport and show a commitment 
to avoiding unnecessary waste through 
recycling and reusing things of value.   
 

 


