
 

 

COVID-19 Update 

We continue to respond on a school level to the rapid and dynamic nature of 

decisions being made to protect our school and community from COVID-19. 

Rather than include too much information in our fortnightly Possum Press, 

please see our regular updates coming out via email both from the school and 

the directorate. As many parents and carers make decisions to keep their 

children at home, staff are undertaking planning in teams to supply and produce 

learning opportunities that can be accessed remotely. There will be more 

information on this in the coming week. As information becomes available 

regarding new school processes as well as cancellation of key events, we will 

endeavour to keep you as up to date as we can. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the hard work of our staff in keeping school 

routines running and continuing to challenge students in their learning under 

ever changing circumstances. As we make changes to best protect students and 

staff, much flexibility and goodwill is required. We are facing unpredictable 

times ahead and this unpredictability is having an impact on our children and 

the support of all staff at Maribyrnong cannot be underestimated.  

 

School Board Nomination Results 

Congratulations to the following members of our school community who 

recently nominated for positions on our School Board. Our School Board meets 

twice each term, in weeks 3 and 8. We received enough nominations to fill 

vacant positions and a community election was not required. 

Teacher Representatives: 

Mrs Joanne Francis 

Mrs Lisa Riepon 

Parent/Carer Representatives 

Mr Tim Bavinton 

Mrs Lauren Newman 

 

ANZAC Assembly 

Our special ANZAC ceremony was scheduled to be held in the first week back 

next term. One of the directives we have received from our directorate has 

been to cease any large gatherings of students 

including whole school assemblies. Our plans are still to  

acknowledge this significant event on our calendar and 

we are currently looking at ways of being able to do this  

without meeting as a large group.   

 

 

Maribyrnong School   Ph: 6142 0570   
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     

 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 
 
Board Chair   Tim Bavinton 
timbavinton@gmail.com 
 
P&C President Christopher Watkins 
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday  
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work  
ph: 0405 124 312 
Before and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 

 
 DATES TO REMEMBER 

THURSDAY 19 MARCH : T1 W7 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

MARCH 
20 School Cross Country 
 Possum Playgroup 
25 Yr 6 Open Day at UCHSK 
26 AIS Belconnen Swimming Zones 
 Parent literacy Session 4.00 
 School Board & P&C 7.00pm 
26-27 P&C Footy Boot Swap 
27 Whole School Assembly 
 Possum Playgroup 
 School Earth Hour 
30 Yr 2 Aquasafe Program to April 9 

Yr 6 Circus Workshop UCHSK 
APRIL 
8 P&C Disco 
9 Last day of term 1. 
 
*Volleyball is continuing as scheduled- finishing 

in week 8. 

 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:timbavinton@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   
  
Swimming Carnival 

Congratulations to those students who were able to compete in our swimming 

carnival last week. It was wonderful to see our new houses being represented and 

a strong house spirit starting to emerge. The cheering for swimmers in our first 

ever house relay was something to behold! Many thanks to those parents and 

carers who were able to come along and help with time keeping and other tasks 

that ensured the smooth running of the carnival. A big thank you must also go to 

Jasmine Paunovic for her organisation of such a successful event! 

 

Cross Country Carnival 

Many whole school events have been cancelled across the ACT as has been communicated in recent emails. We are 

going to continue with our school cross country this Friday, making some adjustments to planning so that large 

groups of students are not congregating. Each age group will be called out over the loudspeaker and come from their 

classroom to compete. Unfortunately there will be no opportunity for students to represent the school at district 

level this year, but we felt it important for all children to still have the chance to run at the school level. 

 

First Fortnightly House Winner Announced 

In our whole school assembly on Friday last week, our first fortnightly house winners were announced. 

Congratulations to Manang (blue). It was a great privilege to pull the blue beanie out of the bucket and wear it for the 

remainder of the assembly. Hayden and Anaya were also able to take the blue mittens and scarf and dress our 

possum. He will remain in blue until our next fortnightly house winner is announced. 

 

New Maribyrnong Singlets 

As a parting gift to our school, our 2019 year 6 students have donated a brand new 

set of Maribyrnong singlets. These will be used for any students representing us at the 

Belconnen level for cross country and athletics in future. They will also be used for 

our representative sporting teams. 

 

Our School’s Strategic Plan 

Maribyrnong Primary School last went through the school review process in 2018. This cycle occurs every 4-5 years in 

ACT Government Schools and consists of an external panel spending time in the school, reviewing documentation and 

talking with staff, students, parents and members of the wider school community. The panel then present a series of 

commendations and recommendations based on their findings and report. The recommendations from this process 

form drivers for the school’s next Strategic Plan. Resulting from this process in 2018, the three main areas of focus in 

our school’s current Strategic Plan are as follows: 

• To improve differentiated practices to meet the needs of high potential learners. 

• To align student performance in writing and numeracy to ‘like schools’, trending upwards. 

• Students articulate and demonstrate the general capabilities through their inquiry learning. 
Staff are organised into Strategic Teams and time is set aside in staff meetings each term for these teams to discuss 

and work on the goals in our plan. We have a Strategic Team set up for Numeracy, Literacy, Differentiation and 

Cultural Integrity as these areas directly contribute to the goals and targets within the School Plan. At the end of each 

year a report is prepared and submitted based on the work we have done in improving student learning against our 

school goals. This term, staff have divided into teams and have spent time reviewing our targets within the School 

Plan. As the year progresses we aim to keep you informed about the work occurring in this space and we continue to 

look to improve the way we help students learn at Maribyrnong. 

 

Take care everyone,  

Andrew Buesnel.  



                                 
    

   

Lights on Learning! 

Preschool 
Preschool children have been learning about caring 
for animals; and animals that help us in the 
community such as a guide dog. We have read 
stories about pets visiting the vet and the job a 
veterinarian has in helping sick animals feel better. 
We have enjoyed exploring our new dramatic play 
space where the children have been taking turns of 
equipment, developing their oral language skills 
using various medical tools such as a stethoscope, 
practicing writing through play, building resilience 
and making new friends.  

 

 

Kindergarten 
As part of our maths curriculum, Kindergarten students 
participate in maths rotations. These activities are designed 
to develop students' number sense including number 
names, numerals and quantities from 1-10. They also work 
in small groups to count numbers in sequence, continue 
patterns and classify and sort objects. You can support your 
child’s learning at home through talking about numbers 
with them, asking them to count quantities (‘Can you 
choose 5 apples?’, ‘How many plates will we need?’) and 
playing card and board games.  

 

Year 1 
Throughout this term year one has been learning 
about Friendships. We have discussed our own 
strengths, talents and gifts and self-awareness of 
emotional responses to others. Each week we work 
together to better understand ourselves, others and 
the school values. Our song is “You’ve Got A Friend In 
Me” by Randy Newman to remind us that we are all 
the same but different. Finally the students are 
learning how to build positive relationships and solve 
problems with others. 

 

Year 2 
Over the past week, year 2 have begun their learning around 

water safety. As a part of the Aqua Safe program, we have 

been looking at ways to make sure we are safe near 

different bodies of water. This includes areas such as at the 

beach, lakes, rivers, stormwater drains and pools. This 

learning will help us when we start our lessons at the pool 

when rescheduled later in the year. 

After the great success we had last year running two 
mornings a week, we have recently restarted this activity. 
This will help us to build our fitness levels. This week we 
have been running everyday in preparation for the cross 
country on Friday. It has been amazing to see how quickly 
we have been improving our running each day.  

 
 

Year 6 
It has been a busy couple of weeks in year 6.  We have been 
investigating different natural disasters, presenting our 
findings and creating bushfire plans. Students have also 
produced some striking artwork in response to images of 
fire.  Year 6 was also well represented at the swimming 
carnival and we are proud of the resilience and endeavour 
shown by all who participated.  
Wednesday was a fantastic day for some our year 6 students 
at the AFL Gala Day. Both the boys’ and girls’ teams 
performed brilliantly, with the boys winning the Grand Final! 
Awesome effort! 

 



                                 
    

   
  Lights on Learning! 

Year 3 
Each week year 3 watch the latest episode of BTN 
(Behind the news - ABC). This week we learnt about 
the importance of proper hand washing and how to do 
it. We decided to conduct an experiment about the 
effects of different forms of handwashing. Ask your 
child about how the experiment is going over the next 
four weeks.  

 

Year 4 
Year 4 have been training hard for the cross country and 
showing great endeavour to improve their times each 
week. We have been looking at the structure of persuasive 
writing which we hope they are practising at home. We also 
recommend they recite their times tables in the car.  
 

 

Year 5 
This past fortnight has seen year 5 have a fabulous time at 
Camp Cooba. We really challenged ourselves doing exciting 
and adventurous activities, such as the flying fox, giant 
swing and gladiator course. As teachers, we were pleased 
to observe a growth in team work, understanding and 
caring for each other, especially in the low ropes course. 
Team Manoeuvres had us using walkie-talkies, coordinating 
with the Captains in Headquarters, map reading and more 
teamwork. Although our last day was spent in the rain, we 
still managed to shoot arrows in archery and complete the 
activities. There was plenty of yummy camp food which  
re-fuelled our tanks for more action. Many of us were 
pushed out of our comfort zone, facing our fears and 
encouraging others to do their best. Overall, the year 5 
students represented our school in a very positive light, 
grew in confidence and demonstrated school values 
exceptionally. We were so proud of their behaviour and 
attitude.   

 
 Ms Pownall has set a special task for year 5 students to 
make a square metre from recycled materials and bring it 
to school ready for maths lessons next Wednesday.  
Students have seen an example of a square metre. 

 

LSU & LSUA 
It's been a wonderful few weeks in the LSU and LSUA 
with more of our children attending our year 5 camp at 
Cooba in week five. This was a wonderful opportunity 
for some of our students to spend some time with 
their year group class and to really challenge 
themselves! Students enjoyed the thrills of the giant 
swing and flying fox as well as an obstacle course, 
archery and BMX bike riding. Our experience was also 
made brighter by the wonderful addition of some 
Chinese Dragons to brighten up free time! Thank you 
to all the parents who have supported these valuable 
social activities as well as those who have made time 
to meet and discuss ILPs and support plans for 2020. 
Your continued contribution to support learning is very 
valued.  

 



                                 
    

   
 

 

DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR (DSM) 
As Australia works through another tricky time, this one 
triggered by the prominent presence of COVID-19 in the 
media and in discussions around the country, many children 
may be experiencing anxiety and confusion, particularly on 
the back of a difficult summer.  
 
The presence in the news cycle of adults behaving in 
unpredictable ways may be unsettling for some children. 
Emma DiCicco, Clinical and Principal Psychologist at The 
Dash Health Hub Perth, has given some helpful and practical 
tools / strategies.  

• Create communication pathways. Explore what child/ren 

know about COVID-19 and whether they have any concerns 

/ worries or questions. Some children might not have words 

for these feelings, so you can ask if they have funny feelings 

about what is happening. It is natural for adults and children 

to feel nervous when something is unpredictable. 

• Normalise any worries or fears using empathy “It’s totally 

normal to feel afraid or scared and you’re safe to talk about 

it”, “I feel scared sometimes too, all people do, but it’s ok 

because we are here to look after you”.  

• Brainstorm ideas to help the child/ren feel safer, e.g., you 

can talk to someone, what do you need to feel safer right 

now? etc. 

• Be calm and factual. Children respond best to being 

provided with age-appropriate information. Stick to the 

facts that they can understand e.g., “COVID-19 is a bug that 

you can catch just like a cold and for most people it is just 

like having a cold”. 

• Limit exposure to media that is perpetuating panic. This 

form of information is often very unhelpful for children as it 

feeds fear.  

• Encourage usual hygiene practices e.g. “We wash our hands 

so that we can wash the bugs away” and limit contact with 

those whom are ill but explain that “This is what we do with 

all bugs”.  

• If the child/ren are showing ongoing anxious distress, then 

look at seeking professional support from a GP and 

psychologist. 

 

Information regarding COVID-19 is changing daily. We are all 

doing our best to keep up with limiting the spread of COVID-

19 by maintaining the best possible hygiene standards as well 

as caring for our community by keeping you up to date and 

assuring our students that if they have concerns to talk to 

someone about them. 

 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor. 

Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Information taken from  

https://thesector.com.au/2020/03/10/is-covid-19-causing-

children-in-your-care-to-be-anxious-8-tips-to-support/ 

SUSTAINABILITY NEWS  
Waste Free Wednesdays are back! Please send your child to 
school with a nude lunch (no wrappers). 

 
 
Earth hour - Our school will celebrate Earth Hour on Friday 27 
March by switching off our lights and not using electrical 
devices from 12:30-1:30pm. The National Earth hour is 
Saturday 28 March from 8:30-9:30pm. Consider a night off 
from the devices by playing board games, reading, or 
venturing out to look at the stars. 

 
 

Easter Egg Foil Competition 
Our school will be participating in the Actsmart schools Easter 
egg foil recycling competition again this year. Did you know 
the foil wrapping from the Easter eggs you eat this Easter can 
be recycled? Aluminium foil is one of the most recyclable 
products, as it saves the most energy if we do recycle it. In 
Australia it is usually made back into more aluminium. The 
Easter egg foil could end up being more aluminium foil or an 
aluminium baseball bat or toy.  
Easter is just around the corner! Which house can collect the 
most foil to make Maribyrnong’s Easter egg foil balls? There 
are house points to win! So once you’ve eaten your Easter 
eggs… 

• Flatten out the foil and then bring it into school to add 
to your house collection box at the front office. 

• If you have enough Easter egg foil at home scrunch, roll, 
squish or squeeze the wrappers into balls about the 
size of your fist. 

• Have all foil donations in the house boxes at the front 
office by 3.00 pm Friday 1 May 2020 ready for 
collection. 

Competition rules 
Prizes will be awarded based on the weight of Easter egg foil 
collected by a school that is the size of a fist or bigger, divided 
by the number of students at that school. 
 
Important dates: 
Friday 27 March  School Earth hour 
Saturday 28 March 8:30-9:30pm National Earth hour 
Friday 1 May 3.00 pm All Easter egg foil donations due.  

 

https://www.thedashhub.com.au/
https://www.thedashhub.com.au/
mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au
https://thesector.com.au/2020/03/10/is-covid-19-causing-children-in-your-care-to-be-anxious-8-tips-to-support/
https://thesector.com.au/2020/03/10/is-covid-19-causing-children-in-your-care-to-be-anxious-8-tips-to-support/


                                 
    

   
  

P&C UPDATE  
As you all know, the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve rapidly. In light of the declaration of 

a Public Health Emergency in the ACT on Monday and in consultation with the school, the Week 

8 P&C meeting will not be going ahead. 

 

Further to this, to do our part to slow the spread of COVID-19 as well as ease any unnecessary 

pressure on the school to provide a safe environment for our children, the Boot Swap held in 

week 8 and the School Disco held in week 10, will not be going ahead.  

 

The P&C also recognises the importance of keeping school community spirit high and therefore, we have made the decision to 

proceed with The Easter Raffle in week 10 however minor changes will need to occur to ensure we are in line with adjustments 

already being made by the school. 

In the meantime, the P&C will continue to function via the P&C email – maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. We encourage you to 

connect with the P&C via email should you have any queries.  

 

The P&C are excited to announce the following people have 

been elected to P&C roles for 2020: 

 

Chris Watkins (President) 

Hayley Primrose (Vice President) 

Ilona Kuss (Treasurer) 

Rhiannon Ryan (Assistant Treasurer) 

Zoe Mansfield (Secretary) 

Ellen Sautelle (Assistant Secretary) 

Kate Boyd (Public Officer) 

Liz Hughes-Brown (P&C Council Representative) 

Rebecca Sorensen (Preschool Representative) 

Kristy Gould (Music Scheme Coordinator) 

Liz Moyle (Second Hand Uniform Coordinator) 

Angela Lawlor (Class Carer Coordinator) 

Megan White (School Banking Coordinator) 

Ana Stokic (Book Club Coordinator) 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to know more about the P&C or join the P&C distribution list, please let us know by 

emailing maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

Notice from CommBank School Banking  
 The health, safety and wellbeing of our communities 

and our people is our first priority. Due to the rapidly 
developing situation with coronavirus, School Banking 
has been temporarily paused from 20 March 2020 
until the start of term two.  

 
Please don’t bring your deposit book with your 
weekly banking into school and we will notify you 
when banking will recommence. 

 
 

Possum Partners 

Due to ongoing concerns regarding COVID-19 Possum Partners will not be able to continue 

each Friday at this time. We are unsure how long these conditions will continue for.  

 

We will wait and watch how things progress and look forward to being able to gather 

together again to support our community. We will notify you when the group is able to 

commence once again. 

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor. 

 

 
The Preloved Uniform Shop is open Wednesday in the 
hall from 8.30 am until 9.10 am. Changes to opening 
times will be advertised on the facebook page.  
Hats can be purchased through the canteen 
Wednesday to Friday. 

 

mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com


                                 
    

   
   BOOK PACKS AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK PACK 

ONLY 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library  

Trust Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

including Book 

Pack 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Book Packs are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar).  

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 001615) and via our website using 

Quickweb  http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment   

 

ABSENCE NOTIFICATIONS AND LATE ARRIVALS 
 

 Parents and carers are responsible to notify the school in writing when your student will be absent.  
 
This can be done by one of the following methods: 

o Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily.  This is the easiest way to notify of the reason for 

absence when short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to your SMS message if you ask a question. 

o Email the teacher directly. This is particularly helpful where advance notice is given for travel and longer 

absences. Email addresses for staff can be found on our website 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

o Call the front office on 6142 0570. Please be aware that phone calls will still require a follow up email or 

written note to confirm absence. 

 
Currently we are in transition to our the new School Administration System (SAS). At present we can only send the 
SMS to the primary contact person listed.  
 
As mentioned in the Possum Press this year, due to the introduction of the SMS system, we have removed the 
eForm for absences from the Skoolbag App.  
 
If students arrive after 9.00 am, please sign in through the front office. This will avoid having the SMS sent and 
causing unnecessary stress for parents and carers. 
 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 

 

 

 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


                                 
    

   
 

  

 

COMMUNITIES@WORK  
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Ph: 0405 124 312 
Please notify Before and After Hours 
Care if your child is not attending 
their scheduled booking. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

SPORTS NEWS   
On Wednesday, 11 April, a select group of year 5 and 

6 students from Maribyrnong went to Kippax to play 

AFL in the Belconnen Canberra Cup. The students had 

a lot of fun while learning new skills and displaying 

teamwork. The girls team came away with two 

hard-fought wins, while the boys were the ultimate 

premiers on the day. Both teams demonstrated 

Maribyrnong’s values of resilience and endeavour. 

Congratulations to all students for representing our 

school with pride. 

 

FRENCH NEWS 

  
The students in years 4 to 6 have been learning about 

Switzerland as part of our participation in la semaine de 

la francophonie, an international week of celebrating the 

French language. On Friday 6 March, Sébastien Monnet 

from the Swiss Embassy came to Maribyrnong and talked 

to the students about all manner of things Swiss and the 

importance of learning other languages. At the end of his 

talk Sébastien presented each  

of the students with a red 

baseball cap that proudly 

holds the Swiss flag.  

 

Lynette Lisacek. 

French teacher  

Wednesday,  

Thursday and Friday.  

 

 

 

 


