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NEWS FROM JANTIENA THURSDAY 4 AUGUST: Term 3 Week 3 

What a busy start to the term we have had. It is wonderful to see Storyline inquiry units 
engaging students with connections being made! 
 
Congratulations Mrs Carr! 
A big congratulations to Mrs Carr who received a highly commended award for innovation 
at the 'Australian Public Service Awards for Excellence' last week! Mrs Carr also presented 
at the Belconnen Network meeting, sharing her expertise and insights. The presentation 
was extremely well-received by all school leaders in attendance with many noting how 
inspired they are to take this learning to their schools. Here is a photo of Mrs Carr with 
the Education Directorate's Director-General Ms Howson and Director of People and 
Performance Ms McAlister from the award ceremony. We are all incredibly proud of Mrs 
Carr and know that you join us in celebrating her achievments at a school, network, 
system, national and international level.  

 
Athletics Carnival 
After postponing our Athletics Carnival due to inclement weather and slushy grounds we 
finally made it! What a fabulous day for our community. Thankfully the rain held off for 
most of the day with all students enjoying the range of experiences on offer. Huge thanks 
to our organising team, expertly lead by Lee Brown and Keilly Pownall, and our huge 
entourage of volunteers. We are very thankful for the support of our volunteers and 
educators who ensure that all of our students experience events such as these.  
 

Term Overviews 
This week term overviews were emailed out. This is a one page summary that captures 
the planned learning across all areas that will occur this term. The reintroduction of term 
overviews was based on your feedback. This year we have modified the way teachers 
write for the newsletter as many families let us know that they felt there was a double up 
of administrivia with a need for more information about learning experiences. Now 
teaching teams write once a term for the newsletter with specific information about the 
literacy, numeracy and inquiry learning experiences. Our preschool team continue to send 
out their fortnightly program to families and are also keen to have your input into the 
program. We would like to get your feedback and welcome your insights so please email 
your thoughts through to jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au  
 
Surveys, surveys, surveys!  
This term is the term of many surveys. Please keep your eye out for the following:  

 School Satisfaction Survey 

 Australian School Climate Survey 
 
We truly value your input and appreciate the time it takes to complete the surveys. We 
look forward to sharing the results from the surveys later this year.  
 

Maribyrnong School     
Ph: 62055933    Fax: 62055932 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

AUGUST 

4 Board 6.00 pm and P&C 7.00 pm 

8-12 BOOK WEEK 

9 Hodori& Roni Book Week dress 

 up day 

12 Book Week Parade- Assembly at 

 9.15 am * Special time 

 Science entries due 

15-19 SCIENCE WEEK 

19 P&C Trivia Night 

30 P&C Father’s Day Stall 

SEPTEMBER 

1 P&C Father’s Day Stall 

2 CEIS- opt in only 

 

  

 

 

 

CONTACTS 
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A timely message  
With the weather turning cooler and the sun coming up later we are finding that many students are not arriving at school on time. 
If your child arrives late they are likely to miss vital instructions which can impact on their learning. It is difficult for teachers to start 
programs and it is disruptive for the class when students turn up late. Our targeted intervention programs start at 9.00am so being 
only a few minutes late can impact significantly. I encourage parents to please make the effort to get your children to school on 
time. While we know the mornings are cold and it can be difficult to get your child out the door on time, it is important to think 
about the amount of learning time that can be lost when you are “just a little late.” The table below is a summary of the time lost 
when punctuality becomes a daily problem. 
 

My child is only missing That equals Which is 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week  Nearly 1.5 weeks per year 

20 minutes per day 1 hour and 40 minutes per week Over 2.5 weeks per year 

30 minutes per day Half a day per week 4 weeks per year 

60 minutes per day 1 day per week 8 weeks per year 

 
Any student that arrives after the bell rings and after the supervising educator leaves the playground, must go to the front office 
and be signed in. As part of our tracking of student attendance, they will be given a late slip. This late slip is given to their class 
teacher and will be collected with all other notes in the roll.  Class rolls are a legal document and are kept indefinitely by our 
directorate. If students arrive late to class without a late slip they will be asked to come to the front office to sign in and collect one 
so if your child is dropped off to school late please remind them to go to the front office to speed up the signing in process. 
  
Supporting your child’s education 
There has been much discussion in the press recently about school fees, government funding and voluntary contributions.  We aim 
to provide the best possible education for every child enrolled at Maribyrnong Primary. In order to meet the needs of every child, 
class teachers continually participate in professional learning and discussions; assess and group students; and of course plan, teach 
and review lessons. To support this at our school all voluntary contributions go directly towards providing resources for students. 
As stated, the contribution is voluntary and payment details are confidential. No child misses out because their parent/carer is 
unable to make the contribution. You can make a contribution towards your child’s education even if you cannot pay the full 
amount. You may also choose to set up a payment schedule with regular payments made over the year or term. Please see Leanne 
to discuss how to set this arrangement up. If you would like to pay a larger amount it will most certainly be gratefully received.  
 
Has your child had enough sleep?  
Your child will be more likely to get the best out of their time at school if they have slept well the night before. According to 
research having a regular bedtime is the most consistent predictor of positive developmental outcomes in four year olds. A 2013 
study, with an 8000 person sample, found that language, reading and math achievement was higher in children whose parents 
reported implementing regular bedtimes. The number of nightly sleep hours required by children varies with age. In general five 
year olds need 11 hours, nine year olds need 10 hours and 14 year olds require at least 9 hours.  Insufficient sleep and poor sleep 
habits have been linked to health problems such as obesity, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, depression, reduced memory 
functioning and delayed reaction time.  Technology use and high energy activity should be avoided in the hour before lights out. 
Quiet pre-bedtime activities such as taking a bath and reading a book signal to the brain that it’s time to sleep. Taking time to read 
with your children each night before sleep time supports them to wind down and also helps their reading development. If you are 
on the hunt for some great books come to the library, Ms Pownall makes excellent recommendations! 
 
Hats on!  
It is hard to imagine that sun protection is once again required in Canberra during such a cold part of the year. From August we 
start to witness a rise in UV levels (that is to 3 and above) in Canberra. These levels warrant sensible sun protection during at least 
some periods of the day. So hats are back on for play and lessons outside. Please check that your child’s SunSmart hat is labelled. 
We have installed the Cancer Council ACT’s SunSmart web widget on the homepage of our school’s website. The widget not only 
works as a general reminder to be SunSmart, but it also indicates what time sun protection is required each day along with a daily 
max temperature and rain forecast for Canberra. Remember to: 

 slip on a close weave, loose fitting shirt with a collar and close to elbow length sleeves   

 slop on 30+ broad spectrum water resistant sunscreen  

 slap on a bucket, broad brimmed or legionnaire style hat   

 seek shade to minimise the frequency and duration of exposure   

 slide on sunglasses that are accredited with the Australian standard AS 1067 (Cat 2,3 or 4)   
 
Have a great week! Don’t forget to book your table at the P&C Trivia Night – it promises to be a great night of fun and fundraising 
for our amazing school! 
 
Jantiena. 

 

 
 



                                  
    

   
STAFF EMAILS

 
 STAFF EMAILS   School Executive 

jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

School Psychologist 

judy.marriott@ed.act.edu.au 

Front Office 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

DSTA 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

5/6 

shane.deane@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au  

melanie.meadley@ed.act.edu.au 

nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au  

3/4 

kylie.apps@ed.act.edu.au 

symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 

henry.warre@ed.act.edu.au 

mia.grant@ed.act.edu.au 

justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

1/2 

camille.wise@ed.act.edu.au 

stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au  

tegan.arnold@ed.act.edu.au 

amanda.peake@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

jane.baillie@ed.act.edu.au 

leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 

Kindergarten 

sarah.baird@ed.act.edu.au 

naomi.devlin@ed.act.edu.au 

alexandra.avis@ed.act.edu.au 

amy.schipilow@ed.act.edu.au 

LSU 

lee.amer@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 

michelle.markezic@ed.act.edu.au 

LSUA 

christopher.moon@ed.act.edu.au  

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au  

Preschool 

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

gaby.carter@ed.act.edu.au 

elsa.hendry@ed.act.edu.au 

kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 

merrin.walsh@ed.act.edu.au 

taryn.cameron@ed.act.edu.au 

merrilyn.pepper@ed.act.edu.au 

Specialist Teachers 

sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

leslie.carr@ed.act.edu.au 

rowena.king@ed.act.edu.au 

 

NEWS FROM JACKIE (DSTA) 

 
 

 NEWS FROM JACKIE (DSTA) 
 

Defence Community Organisation (DCO) publish a monthly online newsletter jam 

packed with things to do and see.  You can find them at: 

 

Email: dco.canberra@defence.gov.au  

Website: http://www.defence.gov.au/dco/ 

Facebook Search: Defence CommunityOrganisation and 'Like' for updates  

Twitter @DCO_AusDefence 

Events happening in Canberra can also be found at http://events.act.gov.au/  

 

Here are some ideas: 

2016 Canberra Times Fun Run The Canberra Times Fun Run event is comprised of 

14km, 10km and 5km fun runs, providing an opportunity for everyone to get 

involved while running past some of Canberra's most iconic scenery and tourist 

attractions. This is a long standing event in the Canberra community raising both 

money and awareness for various charities. To  be held on Sunday 4 September, 

follow the link to find out how to enter http://www.canberratimesfunrun.com.au/ 

 

Big Boys Toys Expo This is a two-day highly interactive Expo that creates the 

ultimate playground for ‘big boys’ (and girls) to see, touch, experience, and buy toys, 

tools, gizmos, gadgets, outdoor lifestyle, sports and hobbies that they’ve dreamed 

of. There will be 75+ exhibitors with a great selection from Autoland, DIY, Outdoor 

Leisure, Technology, Sport and Hobbies and Activities. To be held from the 20 - 21 

August at EPIC, follow the link for all the details 

http://www.bigboystoyscanberra.com.au/ 

 

Bigger on the Inside: Collecting Dr Who A local Canberra collector is displaying his 

entire collection of Dr Who memorabilia in an attempt to break the Guinness World 

Record for the world’s largest collection of Dr Who related memorabilia. This is a 

free exhibit on display at the Canberra Museum and Gallery situated at 176 London 

Circuit in Canberra city until 20 November 2016. 

http://www.cmag.com.au/whats-on 

 

Jackie Sampson 

Defence School Transition Aide (DSTA). 

 

 

 

Music Scheme Coordinator for 2017 

The music scheme needs a new coordinator for 2017.  This will involve organising 

all of the enrolments and lesson times, sending out invoices and ensuring (with the 

P&C Treasurer) that the Piano teacher is paid on time. 

 

If you are interested in taking on this role in 2017 the outgoing Music Scheme 

Coordinator is offering a hand over this year.  Please email our P&C President, 

Sharon Houston at maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com for further information. 

 

 
 

P&C MUSIC SCHEME

 
 

 NEWS FROM JACKIE (DSTA) 
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KIDSMATTER UNPACKED READING MYTHBUSTER 

Myth #7  Phonics is the most important skill to 
master when learning to read.  
 

We often hear about the importance of phonics in the 
media. What is often NOT reported is the connection 
between phonics, phonemic awareness and phonological 
awareness.  
 

The purpose of phonics instruction is to teach children 
sound-spelling relationships and how to use those 
relationships to read words. Phonics instruction should be 
explicit and systematic. It is explicit in that sound-spelling 
relationships are directly taught. Students are told, for 
example, that the letter ‘s’ stands for the /s/ sound. It is 
systematic in that it follows a scope and sequence that 
allows children to form and read words early on. The skills 
taught are constantly reviewed and applied to real reading.  
 

Phonics are part of phonemic awareness which is the 
understanding or insight that a word is made up of a series 
of discrete sounds (phonemes).  This awareness includes the 
ability to pick out and manipulate sounds in spoken words.  
 

Phonological awareness is an ‘umbrella’ term that includes 
phonemic awareness, or awareness of words at the 
phoneme (sound) level. It also includes an awareness of 
word units larger than the phoneme. Therefore, 
phonological awareness includes:  

 words within sentences 

 rhyming units within words  

 beginning and ending sounds within words 

 syllables within words 

 phonemes, or sounds, within words (phonemic 
awareness) 

 features of individual phonemes such as how the 
mouth, tongue, vocal chords, and teeth are used to 
produce the sound.  

 

Children sometimes come to school unaware that words 
consist of sounds.  Phonological awareness activities help 
children learn to distinguish individual sounds, or 
phonemes, within words. This awareness is a prerequisite 
skill before children can learn to associate sounds with 
letters and manipulate sounds to blend words (during 
reading) or segment words (during spelling). From this you 
can see that phonics, on their own or as isolated knowledge, 
is not enough to support readers.  
 
 
 

 
 
So.....this myth is BUSTED! Phonics are part of the 
reading process but not all of the process! 
 

Looking for more information to support your child’s literacy 
or numeracy development?  Please contact Jantiena Batt 
through the front office or by email  
jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au  
  

 

 
 A key focus of the KidsMatter framework is the implementation 
of an evidenced based social and emotional learning program. 
This semester our educators from preschool to year six will trial 
the Bounce Back program.  
 

Why is social and emotional learning (SEL) part of KidsMatter? 
Social and emotional learning is about learning how to manage 
feelings, manage friendships and solve problems. These are 
essential life skills that support wellbeing and positive mental 
health. Social and emotional skills promote children’s ability to 
cope with difficulties and help to prevent mental health problems. 
Children who have developed social and emotional skills find it 
easier to manage themselves, relate to others, resolve conflict, 
and feel positive about themselves and the world around them. 
 

KidsMatter emphasises teaching social and emotional learning as 
a way of promoting children’s mental health. Social and emotional 
learning provides practical skills that all children can learn and 
apply to everyday situations. Learning skills such as self-
awareness, effective communication and conflict resolution can 
also help to prevent the development of mental health difficulties 
in children who might otherwise be vulnerable. In this way 
teaching children social and emotional skills helps to promote 
resilience – the capacity to cope and stay healthy in spite of the 
negative things that can happen through life. 
 

What does social and emotional learning have to do with 
learning? 
Research has shown that children’s learning is influenced by a 
range of social and emotional factors. How well children do at 
school is affected by things such as: 

 how confident children feel about their abilities 

 how effectively they are able to manage their own 
behaviour 

 how well they can concentrate and organise themselves 

 how effectively they can solve problems 

 how positively they are able to get on with teaching staff 
and with peers 

 how effectively they take into account others’ needs 

 how well they can understand and accept responsibilities. 
 

If you are looking for more information on the many facets of 
social and emotional learning, visit 
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-
and-emotional-learning and find the image below.  Each petal 
contains information on the different elements.  

 
In the next newsletter we will look more into social and emotional 
learning. What would you like to know about KidsMatter? Send 
your questions to Jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au and it will be 
answered in the next KidsMatter Update.  
 
 

mailto:jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning
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Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on Kindergarten 
Term three is an exciting term as we begin our Storyline unit on ‘celebrations’. There are many things to look forward to 

including kindergarten’s first athletics carnival, dressing up for book week, Grandfriends Day and Learning Journey. We 

will also be continuing our Buddy Program with our year 5/6 buddies. Last week the kindergarten children got together 

with their buddies to learn a road safety song and practiced how to cross the road at the crossing. Just a reminder that 

your children’s clothing and hats need to be labelled with their names as this helps us to quickly identify any lost items so 

we can return them to you.  

 In literacy this term we are focusing on fairy tales and writing to 

entertain. We have been reading fairy tales and identifying the 

setting and the characters in the story. Students have been 

enjoying acting out the stories and will be using the ideas from 

these stories to help create their own narrative in the upcoming 

weeks. 

We will also be focusing on word families and digraphs. A 

digraph is two letters that make one sound. This will assist 

students when they are reading and writing more complex 

words. 

In maths we have started looking at subitising and ordinal 

numbers. Subitising is when students are able to identify a small 

collection of dots without having to count them. We have also 

started looking at time. They have been identifying activities 

that happen during the day and at night.  

 

This term in our Storyline unit we are looking at 

different celebrations from around the world. Our 

setting for our Storyline unit is based in a fairy tale 

kingdom which will be celebrating its 100
th

 birthday. The 

children have created their characters. We are now 

working on creating a display of the Snowlet Kingdom. 

Please feel free to come in and have a look at what the 

children have created so far. 

As we learn about celebrations, we will be pretending to 

travel around the world to gather information from 

different countries about their important celebrations. 

This week students were given airline tickets and 

passports so they could travel to their first country. The 

children will be learning about Chinese New Year, Diwali 

and The Carnival of Venice.  

We can’t wait to share all this learning with you at the 

end of the term. 

Thank you for all your support.                                   

Naomi, Sarah and Alex. 

 

 



                                  
    

   

 

Lights on Learning! 
Focusing on the Library 

Our annual Book Week assembly will be held next Friday, 12 August at the special time of 9.15 am.  Students 

are able to come to school dressed as a favourite BOOK character.   

As usual, we will have a book character parade where students will be able to come on stage and tell us which 

character they are and which book they are from.  Also there will be a performance of a book by some of the 

staff. 

Please remember to return your library books regularly.  If you need longer to 

finish your book, or you’re just not ready to part with it yet, bring it in to the 

library and renew it. 

 

Keep reading. 

Keilly. 

 

Our annual Book Fair will be held in the library next week.  The library will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday mornings from 8.30 am  to 8.55 am and on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 

from 3.10 pm to 4.00 pm for browsing and purchasing of books and stationery.  The Book Fair is a great way to 

contribute to the library as the school receives points from every book purchase which enables us to purchase 

new books.  We also have a table of teachers’ choice books which families may purchase and donate to the 

library.  For every book purchased you receive a bookmark and a raffle ticket for prizes which will be drawn at 

the assembly. 

I have already received many entries in the colouring competition and the diorama competition.  A reminder 

that all entries in either competition need to be in the library by 9.00 am tomorrow ready for judging.  Late 

entries will be accepted, but will NOT be judged. 

As part of the Bookweek celebrations of Australian 

children’s literature, during library lessons this term 

each class will be looking at a different picture book, 

early reader or young reader book and completing a 

piece of art on that book.  One of the most popular 

books nominated this year is Piranhas don’t eat 

Bananas by Aaron Blabey. 

 There has been a change in timetabling for library lessons for some classes this term: 
KSB & KAA – Thursday; KND – Friday 
1/2BT & 1/2SH – Monday; 1/2TA – Tuesday; 1/2CW – Wednesday; 1/2PH – Thursday 
All 3/4 classes – Wednesday 
All 5/6 classes – Thursday 
Students in kindergarten, year 1 and year 2 need a library bag to be able to borrow. 

 

http://www.aaronblabeybooks.com/sites/default/files/images/books/spreads/s.jpg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6yvGH3JfOAhVIrJQKHXjgCdkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/269160515203955557/&bvm=bv.128617741,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEmI7kJSGFudrFvT8U53vT4VCzYpA&ust=1469848917627039
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6yvGH3JfOAhVIrJQKHXjgCdkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/269160515203955557/&bvm=bv.128617741,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNEmI7kJSGFudrFvT8U53vT4VCzYpA&ust=1469848917627039


                                  
    

   SCIENCE NEWS 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 

 

NOTES SENT / EMAILED HOME 

 

            STAFF EMAILS 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&C POSSUM CAFE 

Week 4 Term 3 Wednesday 10 August Thursday 11 August Friday 12 August 

9.00 am - 1.30 pm    

9.00 am – 12.00 pm Kim   

11.00 am – 1.30 pm   
 

 

Week 5 Term 3 Wednesday 17 August Thursday 18 August Friday 19 August 

9.00 am - 1.30 pm    

9.00 am – 12.00 pm Kim Erin Zoe 

11.00 am – 1.30 pm    

If you are available to help in the canteen, or if you would like to be included on future canteen 

rosters please see Rouvaye or Kerry in the canteen or call on 62415974.  Any help would be 

greatly appreciated, either for a whole shift or any time you can spare.  Volunteers who help out 

for a shift will be issued with a voucher for 1 Meal Deal.   

We look forward to seeing you in the canteen.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purchase your Entertainment™ 

Membership from 

Maribyrnong Primary School 

and support our fundraising efforts. 

 
For more information please contact 

Leanne Rankine ph: 6205 5933 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.a

u/orderbooks/27692k 

 Term overviews K-6 

 KidsMatter surveys 

 Naplan Online 2016 

 

Keep up to date with: 

 Download the new Skoolbag- 

Maribyrnong Primary App to keep 

up to date with news, alerts, 

complete notes etc 

 
 The Maribyrnong website; 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.

au/our_community/calendar 

 Like us on FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong 

Primary School-Kaleen for updates. 

 
 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

The SCIENCE FAIR is on in week 5, 

Monday 15 to Friday 19 August. Science 

Fair entries are due to the school by 

Friday 12 August (week 4). For more 

information contact Mrs Carr.
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