
 

  

 

 
Love is spelled t.i.m.e 
 
To understand what is in the hearts of our children and our spouse or partner, we must 
listen. To truly listen, we must be available; it requires taking time. We don’t build 
relationships by watching the clock. Relationships don’t work on principles of efficiency. 
Evidence from around the world emphasises that our children thrive and our 
relationships flourish when we invest time. Time in the morning. Time in the afternoon 
and evening. Time at lights out. Time on weekends. Time during holidays. One of the 
greatest gifts you can give those you love is time. I hope that this weekend, especially as 
many celebrate Father’s Day, that you have some special time together! 
(Taken from ‘Relationship Rules’ -Dr Justin Coulson) 
 
Strategic Work at Maribyrnong 
Our work as a whole staff in recent months has been focused on the three following 
strategic priorities, which are unpacked in our School Improvement Plan and Annual 
Action Plan. This work will continue for the remainder of the school year and into 2021 
as we look to refine and continue to improve on how we provide successful learning 
opportunities for all of our students at Maribyrnong. 
 

➢ Differentiation 
We are currently working in staff groups to come up with a clear definition for what 
‘differentiation’ means for staff and students. The goals within our School Improvement 
Plan all focus on meeting each child at their individual point of learning need and the 
importance of all of us having a consistent approach and a common language across the 
school cannot be understated.  
 

➢ Student Engagement Work 
Alongside our ongoing improvement goals around curriculum and differentiation, 
Maribyrnong staff continue to engage with ideas around student engagement. In 
previous years we may have termed this work ‘behaviour management’. In line with our 
framework of Positive Behaviours for Learning, we have chosen instead to look at 
behaviours which may be obstructing students from being fully engaged in classroom 
learning and the strategies which need to be developed. This will ensure that, as a 
whole school, we are consistent in our approach to disengagement. In our last 
professional discussion staff agreed that relationships, consistency, consequences and 
quality teaching all had a role to play in this holistic approach to student engagement. 
We look forward to sharing our developing framework with you over the next six 
months. 
 

➢ Curriculum Renewal 
‘Curriculum’ is our core business as educators and drives what happens in our learning 
environments each day. We are currently spending time looking at our units of work 
and how they align with the achievement standards within The Australian Curriculum as 
well as how they ‘fit’ with units of work in year levels above and below. 
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CONTACTS 
 

September 
 
10 P&C meeting 
16 Combined band rehearsal 
17  Athletics Carnival K-6 
21 Virtual Learning Journey@ 

 home 
22 Year 5 Birrigai Day Camp 
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The appraisal and renewal of curriculum is an ongoing process in any school and we will continue to evaluate and refine our 
curriculum work, ensuring that differentiation is explicitly planned for and reflected through our documentation.  
If you have any questions with regard to this work, please do not hesitate to arrange an appointment with me, either in person or 
over the phone. 
 
Learning Journey 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, our Learning Journeys for all students will look quite different this year. Normally, term 3 
culminates in a celebration of each child’s learning by having loved ones visit the school and share various learning experiences 
that have been meaningful through the term. It is a wonderful event with a great atmosphere due to large amounts of adults that 
pack into our units and classrooms to celebrate learning achievements. Unfortunately, this type of event is just not possible due 
to the current restrictions in place.  
This year, we are asking families to celebrate learning Journeys in a different way: 

• Please set aside 30-40 minutes for each of your children on a weeknight that suits your family commitments in week 10 
(21-25 September) 

• Using the guidelines that will be sent home at the end of week 9, step through the process with your child  

• There will be a combination of ‘hard copy’ artefacts and online material to support this process depending on your 
child’s year level 

 
Year 3 Birrigai 
It was my pleasure to spend some time earlier this week with our year 3 students at Birrigai Outdoor School. The weather was 
perfect and it was exciting to see the way our children engaged so deeply in the program provided by the staff. The Early Settlers 
program with an Indigenous focus allowed students to experience life as it was many years ago. There were some valuable 
insights gained as I talked with students as they built humpies, went on a bushwalk, cooked damper, made bush tea and 
completed their journals. It was interesting to hear insights about the learning that was being engaged in and many children 
made the connection between bush play and the current consultation for our school grounds planning. I encouraged children to 
‘think outside the square’ and to put forward their ideas and experiences in class meetings so that their SRC representatives could 
take the ideas to our architect, Paul Barnett.  
 
 
Athletics Carnival 
We are looking forward to holding our annual school Athletics Carnival on September 17 at Dickson Oval. We know that there will 
be no regional, state or national carnivals for children to proceed forward to, as a result of all interschool sport being cancelled 
for 2020, however, the opportunity for our children to take part in this whole school event and represent their house group is so 
important. 
 
Due to the current Covid19 restrictions there will be several changes to the running of the carnival. This will include; 

• Spectators – Unfortunately we will not be allowing spectators to the carnival. Only parent helpers will be allowed to attend the 
carnival. The number of parent helpers will be capped at 10. 
Canteen – Children will not have the opportunity to purchase food on the day. Please ensure your child has plenty of food and 
water. 
Sanitising – Cleaning of equipment, such as shot-puts and discus’, will take place on the completion of each age group. Children 
will need to sanitise their hands at the beginning of each of these activities and on completion of these activities. 
Social Distancing – Social distancing protocols will be in place for all attending adults, including teachers. Adults will need to 
maintain the recommended social distance of 1.5m. 
Like you, we are disappointed that another whole school event/celebration is impacted and does not allow for full participation 
from families. However, we do feel the strong need to go ahead and provide our students with this important experience. 
 
Parent/Carer Consultation with Paul Barnett (architect for our Outdoor Learning Spaces Plan) 
Parents and carers are invited to meet with Paul Barnett and his team as they consult with our community on concepts to include 
in our plan for outdoor learning spaces at Maribyrnong. We want to ensure that all members of the community who would like to 
have input into this plan have the opportunity to do so. 
 
Details are as follows: 
 
Date:  Tuesday 15 September 
Time:  2.30pm 
Venue:  School Library  
 

 

 

 

 

 



     

Please note, due to current restrictions, RSVP to this event is necessary so that we can ensure we have appropriate indoor space. 
Please email andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au if you plan to attend. 
 
Science Fair 
Congratulations to the students (and wider families) who took part in our recent Science Fair. The standard of entries continue to 
impress and it is so encouraging to see our students engaging with the world around them by asking deep questions. The following 
link takes you to a webpage displaying the results from the Science Fair, including projects that placed in each category. Please take 
the time to have a look! I would also like to thank Mrs. Mac for all her hard work in making our Science Fair such a success. Many 
thanks also goes to our wonderful parent helper judges for their input and time.  
 
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/maribyrnong-science-fair/home?authuser=0 
 
Floriade comes to Maribyrnong 
We are looking forward to seeing the results of each class and small 
group taking part in ‘Floriade Reimagined’. As the weather warms, we 
will start to see our garden beds splashed with many bright colours . 
Many thanks to members of the school community who have 
supported this with the donation of pots, and our course Mrs Mac who 
has been the driving force behind the program. 
 
Regards,  
Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

Lights on Learning! 
Preschool 

 
Preschool have been enjoying the warmer spring weather 
and engaging in more outdoor learning. We have observed 
the new blossoms appearing on our trees and watched 
our local magpie family busily collecting bits and pieces. 
This inspired some art that has focused on the new 
season. The Bluebells and Daisies have been finger 
painting some blossom artworks while the Honeypots and 
Gumnuts have been learning about magpies and making 
salt dough magpie sculptures which will be baked, painted 
and hung in our learning space.  
 

Kindergarten 

 
Last Thursday, as a part of our Storyline unit, 
Kindergarten invited Anna to come and speak. Anna 
spoke about the animals and insects that we might see 
on our playground. We talked about caring for our 
playground environment and respecting the animals 
and insects that live there. Anna gave each student a 
hexagon piece of paper to draw one of the animals 
they have seen on the playground. All of our drawings 
were glued together to form the artwork below. Our 
next step is to use a map of our school playground to 
identify where we have seen the animals and insects.  
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Year 1 
 
Year one is completely engaged in their reading groups. Some of the activities include games, 
word work and differentiated tasks. The students shared their favourite reading group activity in 
our circle time. Our students were immersed in Miss Howard’s animated storytelling of Andy Lee’s 
Do Not Open This Book series. Year one really enjoyed potting some plants that will be planted in 
the tree boxes around our school grounds. 

 

  
 

Year 2 
 

Year two has been busy learning all about making healthy choices as part of our Storyline unit.  
We were very lucky to have Andrea Nurse, Josie’s mum, who works as a dietician come in and  
talk to us about the food groups and how much we need to eat of each. We were quite surprised 
about how much we need to eat each day. We have also started  
working with pre-service teachers from the University of Canberra  
who come in to teach in small groups. During these groups, we are  
learning about the different Arts. So far we have looked at music 
 and drama with dance, visual and media arts to come.  
 

 

Year 3 

 
This week year 3 went on their first school camp to Birragai! We enjoyed so many great activities including lighting 
campfires, cooking damper, building a shelter, becoming an explorer and a bush walk up the hill. We all ate a big lunch, a 
delicious Birragai bikkie and of course the damper we cooked filled with maple syrup! We even tried a Lemon Myrtle tea. 
At the end of the day there were many tired (and dirty) faces and even a couple of naps on the way home. We had such a 
great day! 
 

Lights on Learning! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



     

  

Year 4 
 

Did you guess the last destination? It was Uluru! We went on a virtual tour around Uluru and looked at the significance 
of this site to the Anangu people. Our classroom windows are now decorated with beautiful Uluru silhouettes. We also 
visited Kakadu National Park where we looked at the unique environment, and how the traditional owners used patch 
burning to sustain this land. Ask your child what is special about the Darwin Woollybutt Tree. Our most recent stop was 
to the Twelve Apostles where we were hired to present a segment for a local tv station using our informative and 
descriptive writing skills. Our characters were able to put to good use our oral presentation skills that we have been 
working on.  
Well done to all our Science Week Awards winners! The range of projects submitted was very impressive. During Science 
Week we participated in a webinar on ways to protect The Great Barrier Reef. 
Congratulations to the year 3/4 students who represented Maribyrnong Primary at the Touch Football Gala Day. All 
students had a great day and showed all of our Maribyrnong school values. Well done! 

 

 

Year 5 
 

Wow! Yet another busy fortnight in year five. We have been working hard on our Gold 
Rush Storyline activities, and there has been an amazing amount of imagination, 
creativity and hands-on learning happening. A new hyperdoc has also been started - 
perhaps ask your child to show you what is involved at home on Google Classroom.  
We are reading Boy Overboard by Morris Gleitzman, and are having some deep and 
thoughtful discussions on refugees, detention centres and Never Giving Up. Discussing 
these complex and tricky social issues might be interesting dinner discussions. 
In Maths we have started fractions and decimals. This is a difficult unit for many, and 
cooking at home is a great way to consolidate understanding of fractions (and we love 
cake in year 5!). We are also playing Maths games in class to help develop number 
sense, teamwork, communication and build card skills.  
On Thursday we started our bike skills program, and have had heaps of fun so far.  It's 
wonderful to see how skilled these year five students are! 
5JF made some delightful and creative plasticine art images with Ingrid during library 
lessons. Congratulations to all our Science Week Awards winners!! Year five was VERY 
well represented.  
 

 
 

Lights on Learning! 

   

 

 

 
 

 



     

  

Lights on Learning! 

LSUA 
 

Students in the LSUA have been focusing on the importance of maintaining 
their emotional health. We have been exploring the link between physical 
exercise, good nutrition and a balanced emotional state which gives us the 
best chance to learn the most effectively. We have been engaging in a long 
term experiment using deep breathing several times a day so we can focus 
on our learning activities. There have certainly been some very interesting 
conversations around how to get into a focus state in the most effective 
manner! 
Our year 3 student went to camp for the first time yesterday. He engaged 
with his peers and reported that he thoroughly enjoyed every single one of 
the activities! 
 
 

 

Year 6 
 

Start Something That Matters is building momentum in year six with students busily building their business brand - 
developing mottos, logos and even writing jingles using Chrome Music Lab. They have also been honing their Website 
design skills, with some incredibly professional sites being produced. Students are now looking forward to making 
prototypes of their products and presenting their business in a ‘Shark Tank’ format to a panel of hard-headed business 
investors (that’s us!). If you can access Google Classroom at home, ask your child to show you their progress so far. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also looking for donations to support a variety of our students’ enterprises. If you have any of the following 
items that you would like to donate, they can be placed in the box at the Front Office labelled ‘Start Something That 
Matters’ donations. 

• T-Shirts that you no longer need (clean and stain-free please) 

• Material off-cuts (no smaller than a dinner plate) 

• Soft drink bottles (washed please) 
Little Chef’s are also creating a cookbook, so please share any of your favourite recipes with 
sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



     

  

Library Open Daily (except Thursdays) 
 
 
On these crisp Canberra mornings, the 
opportunity to curl up with a book sounds so 
tempting! Students can now have 15 minutes of 
warm reading time before the school day begins 
(except Thursdays). 

 

 

The P&C will be opening up the Preloved uniform shop again. 

We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, tights and fleece jumpers that will be available to purchase 

(cash only). 

 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we ask for your patience in advance.  The P & C would like to thank the 

community for your understanding and support over the past few months. maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

Head Lice 
We have been notified of a case of 

Head Lice in the school. You are 

advised to examine your child’s hair 

to determine whether or not an 

infection has occurred. For more 

information and to access the fact 

sheet – Head Lice, visit: 

http://www.health.act.gov.au 

 

Lights on Learning! 

LSU 
 
In the last two weeks, LSU have had lots of fun engaging in gardening 
activities. We are on a mission to give a face lift to our little courtyard! 
Every student has a responsibility to look after their own herb plant 
brought from home as our long-term plan is to have a herb garden. We 
are also looking for donations from the community to upgrade our yard. 
We would like to have more sensory activities and gross motor 
development opportunities to be included in that space. Please see an 
educator in the LSU if you like to be involved in this great project with 
your child. Last Friday we had a guest speaker visit our class. Dr Lo came 
to teach us about bones and joints in our body. He brought lots of joints 
and even some real human bones. We were all intrigued to handle the 
joints and really see how they work inside our bodies. Thank you Dr Lo 
for inspiration as we further extend our inquiry unit on the human body. 
 
Fun Fact: Did you know we have the same amount of bone in our neck as a giraffe? 
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What is happening at Possum Paws and Defence Activity Group? 

 
The fun keeps coming at B1 in the Library on a Tuesday.  What better way to celebrate “National 
Dog Week” than by making our own furry friends out of pom poms and foam.  
There are always lots of things to do. You can make something, colour in, build with Lego, use the 
construction kits, discover something or make a new friend. 
Over the next couple of weeks, we will be celebrating Wattle Day and enjoying Teddy Bear Week. 
There’s lots of fun in the Library at B1!!! 
 
Leeanne & Jackie 
 

Defence School Mentor News 

This year marks the 75th year since the end of World War 2.  This is a very important milestone and a time to reflect on peace 
and what it means to us.  In reading about the events that lead up to the war coming to an end and the way families managed 
adversity, separation and uncertainty there were some stories that really reminded me that there are some things that are 
common to us all. 
 
The need for belonging and the importance of having a sense of friendship was repeated time and again. In many cases people 
turned to animals to provide strength, support and a distraction in often very difficult times. During many conflicts, animals 
such as horses, mules, elephants, and camels moved supplies; pigeons carried messages; dogs were used for tracking and 
protecting troops. Cats, birds and even tortoises were kept as pets or mascots and were thought to bring good luck. 
Pets for us today maintain this importance in many family’s lives. Pets are great to talk to because they keep our thoughts safe, 
they teach us important life lessons about being responsible and caring for things, they provide a connection, love, loyalty and 
affection and help us to develop trusting relationships. 
 
Not all families can look after and manage a pet and defence families know better than 
anyone the added thinking that must go in to place when moving not only a home and 
family but pets also. 
 
With all this considered, pets who provided comfort during war times provide the same 
sense of belonging and friendship today. We may not be able to have an elephant or a 
camel in the backyard but thinking about pets and the support they provide might be worth 
considering. 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Jackie – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong.  
 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Health Check 

Could we please ask you to remind the parents of Kindergarten students that Canberra Health Services is offering a targeted 

kindergarten health check concentrating on vision and hearing.  

These health checks are performed  in clinics at the City Health Centre Mondays and Fridays and there will be appointments 

most days in the school holidays. 

An appointment can be made by phoning the Central Intake Line on 51249977. 

 



     

 

BOOK PACKS AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK PACK 

ONLY 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library  

Trust Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

including Book 

Pack 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Book Packs are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar).  

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 001615) and via our 

website using Quickweb  http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment   

 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 

 

 

 

How do I notify for an absence?   
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an unexplained absence. 

The best way to notify us is to - 

▪ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. This is the easiest way to notify 
 of the reason for absence when short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to your SMS message if you ask a 
question. 

▪ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where advance notice is given for travel and longer absences. 
Email addresses for staff can be found on our website  - 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

▪ Email front office directly – 

maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 

If you have any further questions, please contact the front office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
 

 

 
 

 

Does your child like to run, jump and throw? Then Little Athletics is the summer  

sport for you. 

Belconnen Little Athletics, meets on Saturday mornings at Cook oval,  

commencing Saturday 17 October. Each week consists of five different athletic  

sports. We offer two weeks come and try to see if Little Athletics is for you.  

 

Register on-line at www.bwlac.org.au or at our registration session at Cook Oval on Sunday 11 October 

from 2:00pm – 4:00pm. 

 

Contact: Leanne Wilkinson at blacregistrar@gmail.com or 0406 375 195; www.bwlac.org.au 

 

 

 

Belconnen Little Athletics 
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To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list

