
 

  

 

This week, you received news that many restrictions that have been in place around 

schools due to COVID-19 are being eased from the beginning of next term. The ACT 

Education Directorate released a ‘roadmap’ based on the ACT Government’s COVID-19 

recovery plan. This roadmap is based on health advice and was emailed this week, along 

with a letter from the Chief Health Officer.  

 

In term 3 we plan to welcome back our families for events such as parent teacher 

interviews and small assemblies with physical distancing and hygiene measures in place.  

However, where possible parents and carers should still routinely avoid entering school 

grounds and ensure they practice physical distancing around adults at schools. 

I encourage you to review the roadmap and letter that was sent out via email on 

Tuesday this week and look out for future school newsletters and communication about 

how we will be implementing the roadmap in our school.  

 

With this in mind, staff at Maribyrnong will use the time between now and the end of 

the school term to plan changes and communicate these clearly with you when 

decisions are finalised. For now, the following process is in place for the remainder of 

term 2 and for the beginning of term 3: 

 

 
Reports 

End of semester 1 reports will be emailed to families on Thursday 2 July. These reports 

will be an abridged version of what you would normally see in an end of semester 

report. These reports will contain a summary of your child’s progress against the 

Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards that have been addressed for English and 

Mathematics as well as a summary of their work habits and social progress. A-E grades 

will not be included in semester 1 reports, however we will return to A-E grading at the 

end of semester 2. All ACT Government schools are approaching reporting for this 

semester in this way. 

 

Term Overviews 

Term overviews will be sent out to families at the end of week 1 next term. These 

overviews will include a summary of what your child will be taught over term 3 and will 

include some specific points on how you can support this learning at home, should you 

wish. The timing of our parent teacher interviews throughout the following week will 

support parents if they wish to seek any clarification from staff about information 

within the overviews. 
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Parent Teacher Interviews 

Staff will be conducting parent/teacher interviews 27-31 July (week 2, term 3). These interviews can be booked via our online 

booking system which will open on Monday morning, 20 July at 10.00am. Parents will have week 1 to make a booking. Specific 

details on how to make a booking with your child’s teacher will be sent out via email during the school break in preparation for 

week 1. For families preferring to have an interview remotely, we will offer a phone conversation with your child’s teacher at the 

allocated time. We understand that there will be other families who are comfortable to meet the teacher in person. We will 

support both options. Details on how to specify which option you would prefer will be made clear in the email. 

 
Regards,  

Andrew Buesnel. 

 
 
 

Parking and Pick-up 
We are still receiving positive feedback around our new car-line system. Students who are collected in the car-line are becoming 

confident in coming to the meeting point, listening out for their family name and meeting their car at the designated pick-up 

spot. The expectations of this system will be reinforced in coming weeks by new PBL expectation posters which serve as 

reminders for positive behaviours while waiting for parents. A reminder that students should not be crossing in front, or around 

cars where possible. If parents can remind students to enter the curb-side door of their car, this will reinforce the safety 

messages of our educators.  

 

We would also like the thank our wonderful car-line coordinator Ni (and apprentice, Ros!) who have worked to establish this 

system. Thanks also to the educators who are supporting the carline daily.  

 

We have observed a number of new ‘no stopping signs’ around the junctions of 

Alberga Street and Shannon Circuit. Although we were not consulted on the 

installation of these signs, we would like to remind our community to adhere to 

signage around the school in order to be complaint with road traffic authorities. 

We also recognise the ongoing complexities that this new signage will create for 

school pick-up and drop-off.  

 

We are also currently working with our students on the need for safety 

awareness when using the crossing across Alberga Street. In the busy traffic 

patterns of the afternoon, its vital that students remember to: 

 

• cross between the lines of the crossing 

• STOP and look both ways before crossing 

• Dismount any bikes or scooters. 

 

 

Library Reminder 
Firstly, a big THANK YOU to all the families that have returned books to the library. There are still many books that 

are well overdue. Please go for a Library Book Hunt and return the books as soon as possible. Books can be returned 

before and after school so you do not have to wait for Library lessons to return books. There is a Returns slot at 

the front of the teacher’s desk. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation, 

Ingrid Schryver 

Library teacher. 

 

 



     

 

Sustainability News 

 
   Term 3 will see the return of all our sustainability programs! 

 
    Waste Warriors will be run by Mrs Sarah Nockels and a band of keen year 4 students. They sort our 

school’s recycling for the container deposit scheme to help fund our sustainability programs. If you wish 
to donate your 10c recycling proceeds to the school, please quote the school phone number (02 6142 
0570) when you visit one of the CDS ‘Return it’ locations. 

 
Power Rangers will be run by Ms Megan Durham and Mr Peter Knights and year 3 secret agents. They use 
their ninja skills to sneak in at break times and ensure lights and screens are off and keep tally of which 
classes are the best energy savers. 
 
Garden Club is a free program that is open to all year 2-6 students at B1 on Mondays. Mrs Mac and her 
gang of green thumbs are currently clearing out the greenhouse and harvesting and planting many seeds. 
 

Composting is managed by Mrs Mac, and every class is responsible for collecting and emptying their food scraps into 
our school compost bins. 
 
Waste Free Wednesdays are back! Please send your child to school with a nude lunch (no wrappers). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong Science Fair 2020 
 

With National Science Week only 6 weeks away, Mrs Mac has launched the 
Maribyrnong Science Fair competition! To enter, students perform 

their own science investigation to answer a question they may 
have or to find the answer to something that interests them. 
They then present their work in the form of a poster, booklet 
or electronically to be judged in the School Science Fair. 
There will be a display of all entries at school or online and 
lots of prizes for winning entries in each category.  Those 
entries that fulfil the judging criteria will be entered into the 
ACT Science Fair. Students from all year levels from preschool 
to year 6 can enter. Entries are due on Wednesday 12th 

August (Week 4, term 3). 
 

Visit the Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub to learn more and find 
support materials. 



     

 

 
     Defence School Mentor News 

 
World Music Day is celebrated each year on 21 June. It was originally launched 
in France in 1982 when the Ministry of Culture developed the idea to 
celebrate music. They wanted free, live music to be available to everybody no 
matter what their heritage or background. 
Last year more than one thousand cities all over the world celebrated World 
Music Day. The best thing about World Music Day is that it is completely free 
to celebrate. No matter what kind of music you like you can take part and get 
the whole family involved.  

Music is not only a fantastic creative outlet, but it can also have many health benefits such as a positive effect on your mental 
wellbeing. Every culture of the world has its own form of music, as distinct and unique to its area as language and cuisine. In 
every part of the world, there are different scales and musical formats used, and these create a form of music that has its own 
signature. Then when you add in the cultural themes, the variety of instruments, and the forms of voice singing that can go 
along with it, music is a truly endless adventure. World Music Day celebrates this adventure. 
The best way to celebrate World Music Day is to spend the day listening/singing/dancing/playing along to all sorts of music. 
Celebrate music in all it’s forms and the impact it has on your world. 
 
 
Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor @ Maribyrnong 
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/music-day/  

   

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

 

Buttons Needed! 
Next term we are going to create pieces of art using 

buttons. If you have buttons at home that you no 

longer need or are happy to donate we would love to 

collect them. Buttons can be dropped at the front 

office in a sealed container or bag. Donated buttons 

will then be cleaned thoroughly before being used for 

this activity. 

 

Thank you!  
Jackie & Leeanne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong is a Nut Aware School.  
This means that we ask that no nuts are brought to school, 

including in sandwich spreads, as a raw snack or within 

muesli bars etc. We know that families go to great lengths 

to check ingredients lists to avoid sending products with 

nuts to school, we greatly appreciate these efforts. We do 

have a number of children across the school with  

increased sensitivity to the smell of nuts and contact (rather 

than ingestion) with any nut based products. As such we ask 

that if your child has had a nut based spread or product 

before coming to school, that they wash their hands and 

face prior to leaving home. 
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Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

Ricky Stuart House is taking on new families for respite! 

Ricky Stuart House is an NDIS registered service run by 

Marymead that provides respite for children (5-12) with 

disability. Minimum three hour booking including 

through the school holidays. 

For further information and/or to come and have a look 

at the house please call Michelle Groeneveld on 

61625800 or email 

Michelle.groeneveld@marymead.org.au 

mailto:Michelle.groeneveld@marymead.org.au

