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NEWS FROM JANTIENA Thursday 3 September,  Term 3 Week 7 

Welcome Spring! It is fabulous to have the sun shining and the hint of warmer weather 
each day. Remember that from August 1, we are ‘Hats on’ so please remind your child 
to bring an appropriate broad brimmed hat to school every day.  
 
Principals as Literacy Leaders  
This year the executive team have been participating in the Principals as Literacy 
Leaders (PALLs) program. Last fortnight we attended a session with Peter Freebody, 
recently retired Professorial Research Fellow with the Faculty of Education and Social 
Work and a core member of the CoCo Research Centre at The University of Sydney. 
Peter discussed a set of what he called ‘literacy job specs,’ the literacy skills our 
children need to effectively engage with in the work force of the future. His research 
showed that students will need to understand and apply the following:  

 the material codes of written English (text code-breaker)  

 the meaning systems of texts - literal, text-linking, gap-filling inferences (text 
participation)  

 the ‘reading’ of social/intellectual/emotional features of situations and their 
relation to textual patterns (text user)  

 the appreciation of the non-neutrality of textual representations - where it stands, 
where it locates you, what isn’t said or who isn’t represented (text analyst).  

This was affirming for us as a school as we have embedded these understandings into 
our approach for many years. Across the year our educators work within set Pedagogy 
Circles to focus on the strategic goals related to their learning area. This model supports 
them to interrogate data, make recommendations and coach and/or mentor each 
other. The Reading Pedagogy Circle is using this information as we continue to fine tune 
our approach to reading at Maribyrnong.  
 
NAPLAN 
All students in Grades 3 and 5 who participated in the National Assessment Program— 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) should have received their individual report 
highlighting your child’s performance. As a staff we are analysing the individual student 
results and whole school data to ensure we continue to provide high quality learning 
programs in the areas of literacy and numeracy. At Maribyrnong Primary School, we 
prepare students for NAPLAN through explicit teaching and rich learning experiences 
derived from the Australian Curriculum. We do not teach to the test although we do 
provide exposure to the format so students understand how to complete the relevant 
forms. Please be mindful that NAPLAN is a snapshot in time and that your child’s 
progress is monitored, enriched and assessed through the myriad of learning 
experiences offered in the classroom. We work with each child starting from their point 
of need and design learning sequences that ‘reach and teach’ them the required skills, 
understandings and dispositions to be confident, creative and curious learners.  
 
Father’s Day Stall 
Thank you to our amazing P&C coordinators for organising a wonderful Father’s Day 
stall on Tuesday and Thursday. This was a valuable financial literacy opportunity for our 
students to engage with as they considered prices, paid for their selection of goodies 
and managed their money. What a great opportunity to give to others while apply 
mathematical knowledge in an authentic context. I hope the dads, grandads, uncles, 
brothers and special friends enjoy their special gifts. There was an amazing assortment 
of gifts available – we have so many clever and creative volunteers who created, 
sourced and packaged them. Thank you to all involved! 
 
 

CONTACTS: 
Maribyrnong School     
Ph: 62055933    Fax: 62055932 
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     
 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong 
Primary School-Kaleen 

 
Board Chair   Lauren Newman 
laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au  
 
P&C President Noel Florian    
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday Ph: 6241 5974 
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work ph:0405124312 
Breakfast Club and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 
EFTPOS is available with a $10 minimum 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

7 Wal k and Ride to School day 

 Christian Education in Schools 

 BMX workshop 5/6 

10 Board 6.00 pm,  P&C 7.00 pm 

11 P&C Lolly Day 

 Assembly 2.15 pm- Science item 

16 1/2 Excursion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   NUMERACY MYTHBUSTER 

 
  

 
SEA*ACT Science Fair 
Over the past week Maribyrnong has once hosted the SEA*ACT Science 
Fair. This event sees entries from across Canberra and from different 
sectors enter the fair. It is wonderful opportunity for our students to 
enter this competition. Thank you to the organising team and for Leslie 
Carr who coordinated our school fair that was a great lead into this 
competition. We are eagerly awaiting the outcome and look forward to 
sharing the results with you very soon! 
 
DSTA (Defence School Transition Aide) 
We are very excited to announce that Jackie Sampson has been 
successful in winning our newly established Defence School Transition 
Aide role. Jackie will work with our defence families to ensure their 
transition into our community is a smooth one. We had over 20 
applications for this position which is testament to the wonderful school 
we have at Maribyrnong. Congratulations Jackie! 
 
Coughs, Sniffles and Bugs 
As you would be aware we have had a few nasty bugs around school 
over the past weeks. We ask that families keep children home from 
school while they are contagious and battling infections or viruses. We 
support children to use universally accepted health precautions, such as 
handwashing and covering their mouth when they cough, and we need 
your help in minimising the spread of infection through reducing contact 
with others. This in turn protects our educators who are not immune to 
the bugs. As you would be aware we have many fantastic relief teachers 
who we call on when a teacher is sick, however, there are times when 
we are unable to book these teachers. In these instances we have called 
on new relief teachers to work in our school. Maribyrnong is very 
fortunate to have so many educators hoping to work in our school. We 
welcome our new relief staff to our team and know that you will support 
them as you do for all new members of our learning community.  
 
Walk and Ride to School Day 
Monday 7 September (next Monday) is Walk and Ride to School Day for 
Maribyrnong Primary. Any child that walks or rides to school (it does not 
have to be the whole way) can come to Mr Deane outside his class room 
between 8.45am and 9.00am on that day to collect a ticket. Students will 
write their name on the ticket to go into the draw to win a special ‘Walk 
or Ride’ Beanie. Students can be dropped off at a friend’s house and 
then walk or ride to school. Alternatively they can be dropped off part of 
the way to school and walk or ride the rest of the way. If you have any 
questions about this please email Shane on shane.deane@ed.act.edu.au 
  
Children’s Book Council of Australia Awards 
Congratulations to the winners of the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia Awards! The students at Maribyrnong Primary School have 
been sharing the short listed books over the term. The titles are below 
so you can keep an eye out for them:  

 The Projected by Claire Zorn 

 The Cleo Stories by Libby Gleeson and Freya Blackwood 

 Go to Sleep Jessie! By Libby Gleeson and Freya Blackwood 

 My Two Blankets by Freya Blackwood and Irena Text Kobald 

 A-Z of Convicts by Simon Barnard. 
 
Thank you to Keilly Pownall who designs a quality library program that 
our K-6 students engage in. We are very lucky to have such a wonderful 
resource at our school! All students at Maribyrnong from preschool to 
year six have completed the Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge this 
week. Well done Maribyrnong! 
Remember children learn from their role models, so get reading! 
 
Jantiena. 
 

Myth # 9 Children don’t learn about maths in 
preschool! 

Preschool children are learning about many 
mathematical concepts and doing more than just 
memorising the number names and the sequence of 
counting numbers! There are dozens of individual 
concepts and skills that preschool children need to 
master as preparation for further success in 
mathematics. These concepts and skills cannot all be 
learned independently of each other. Together they 
form an intricate ‘number knowledge network’ with lots 
of interconnections between them. Counting with 
understanding, to take just one example, involves a 
progression of at least five distinct conceptual 
achievements on the way to mastery, and has 
connections to nearly every other concept in the 
network. 
 
What are the five distinct conceptual achievements? 
1. Knows some number names and sequences 
2. Can rote count to 20 
3. Recognises collections with up to 20 objects in them 
4. Counts forwards and backwards from a given 

number 
5. Can skip count by 2s, 5s and 10s  
 

What can you do to support your child? 

 Have fun with maths! 

 Play games such as bean counting. This game uses 
any type of dried bean (haricot, black, white, 
kidney). Paint or colour one side a different colour 
(use texta, nail polish or paint). Then throw a 
collection of ten onto the table. First person to call 
out how many of the coloured-in beans wins. The 
game can be stretched to then call out how many 
coloured-in beans and how many natural coloured 
beans.  

 Play another game where you hide their toys! When 
packing up a collection of toys, Lego®, dolls or cars, 
hide some of the toys under a blanket or a piece of 
newspaper. Show your child all of the collection (say 
10 items), then cover over some of the toys. Say 
‘There are 10 toys and six are under the blanket, 
how many are left for you to pick up?’  

Both games allow children to build their understanding 
on one-to-one correspondence, subitising (‘suddenly 
knowing’ how many items without having to count them 
individually), and number facts to ten. It also supports 
children to count in patterns. As you can see from these 
games it is the talking that happens alongside the playing 
that supports a child’s development.  
 
So.....this myth is BUSTED! 
Preschool children focus on  
mathematical concepts throughout  
their play experiences.  
 
Looking for more information to support your child’s 
literacy or numeracy development?  Please contact 
Jantiena Batt through the Front Office or by email  
jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au  
 

 

 

mailto:shane.deane@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   STAFF EMAILS

 
 STAFF EMAILS 

  

 

 

jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

shane.deane@ed.act.edu.au 

sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 

justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

kathy.nash@ed.act.edu.au 

leslie.carr@ed.act.edu.au 

kylie.apps@ed.act.edu.au 

symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 

lyndall.nash@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

stacey.hodgson@ed.act.edu.au 

lucy.tome@ed.act.edu.au 

camille.wise@ed.act.edu.au 

stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

sarah.baird@ed.act.edu.au 

naomi.devlin@ed.act.edu.au 

jessica.lepakshi@ed.act.edu.au 

leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 

lee.amer@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 

virginia.norris@ed.act.edu.au  

nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au  

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

elsa.hendry@ed.act.edu.au 

georgia.richardson@ed.act.edu.au 

gaby.carter@ed.act.edu.au 

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au  

kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 

judy.marriott@ed.act.edu.au 

 

AROUND THE GROUNDS 

NOTES SENT HOME  

  1/2 Train and National Museum 

Excursion Wednesday 16 

September  

 5/6 Camp 2016 expressions of 

interest and deposit 

 P&C Preschool Tea Towel 

Fundraiser 

 P&C Lolly Day 

 Canteen Special B2- Wednesday 

16 Sptember 

 

 

 

 

 

Voluntary Contributions 
This week in ‘Around the Grounds’ we are focusing on voluntary contributions and 
what we use these funds for. Public education is free. Schools may offer or facilitate 
some specific optional items, activities and services for which parents may be 
required to pay if they want their child to access them. Such activities and items 
could include: non-essential school camps and excursions, class photos, the canteen, 
private tutoring and uniforms. Student support funds are maintained in all public 
schools to support the needs of students who might not otherwise be in a position to 
take advantage of the opportunities provided by their schools.  
 
So what exactly are voluntary contributions used for at Maribyrnong?  
The funds that we receive through voluntary contributions are used to support the 
purchase of resources for everyday use. Our voluntary contributions are set at 
$150.00 a year. Of this money, $83.00 is tax deductible for families. This money is 
sanctioned for the library trust fund and can only be spent by the school to purchase 
new resources for students to use. These resources must be added to the library 
catalogue; therefore these funds are generally used to purchase new resources such 
as  library books and computer software. 
 
The remaining $67.00 is used to purchase basic equipment such as pencils, erasers, 
rulers, coloured pencils, books to write in. It costs a minimum of $80 per student, per 
year for these resources. We ask our families to purchase a $40 book pack for each 
child, the other $40 is covered by the school from money we receive through 
voluntary contributions. Any funds remaining (up to $27.00) is then spent on art 
supplies such as paint and paper and resources for our science and French programs.   
 
I would like to thank parents who have paid part or all of their 2015 Voluntary 
Contributions. If you have not yet paid I encourage you to do so. We accept 
payments at any time!  
 

 



                                 
    

   
 

 

 

  

 

Greetings  from the Auroras, 
Now that our houses have been built in the newly named 
community of Auroraville, we are busily working in teams across 
the unit to design and create community buildings to meet our 
needs and wants. We are still in great need of recycled boxes. 
Please bring them in to assist with our construction. 
 
In maths this fortnight we have been focussing on using informal 
units of measurement to compare the length and mass of a 
range of items. We have also been learning about different 
strategies to use when adding numbers together. We have been 
practising counting on and learning about friends of ten. 
 
During literacy we have been reading and retelling fairytales 
using mask and puppets. We have been learning about the parts 
of a story so that we will be able to write our own narratives.  

 
Don’t forget that now that the weather is finally warming up it is 
important that all students bring their hats and a drink bottle to 
school. 
 
Thankyou 
Jess, Sarah, Naomi, Leeanne and Kathleen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What a fun fortnight we have had at preschool!  We started 

week six off with the Reptile Man, Peter.  We learnt so much 

about snakes, turtles, lizards and crocodiles including where 

they live, what they eat and being safe around them.  

Everyone was allowed to touch the reptiles too!  

 

Welcome to spring!  We are looking forward to the weather 
beginning to warm up.  Just a reminder that children need to 
be wearing hats during outside time - please no beanies 
anymore.  As the weather can still be fresh, please make sure 
that children come with a jumper and spare clothes. 

We hope you all have a wonderful week! 

 

Elsa, Ni, Georgia, Kelly, Gabe,  

Sally and Merrie 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Neon unit have been busy constructing the time machine, 
adding bits and bobs to this amazing contraption that will 
transport us back through the ages to rescue all the lost 
memories.  
 
Well done to all students who participated in the Science Fair 
and congratulations to those that received awards. It was great 
to see many students from our unit taking part in this great 
event. 
 
Students are reminded to return excursion notes for the Train 
and National Museums as soon as possible. Students will also 
need to bring their hats to wear as we will be spending part of 
the day outside.  

 
Wishing all fathers, grandfathers and carers a Happy Father’s 
Day this Sunday, may it be a relaxing one for all. 
 
Stacey, Lucy Camille, Stacey, Keilly, Sally, Aaron, Nicola and Alex. 
 
 

 
 

GLIMMERS, DAZZLERS, SPARKLERS (PRESCHOOL) AURORAS (K and K/1) 

 

NEONS (1/2) 
 

BEAMERS  (3/4) 

 
Hi everyone!  
This week our students have become free settlers. They’ve 
been given their plot of land and now are earning points to buy 
essential items to support their families.  It’s fantastic to see 
their enthusiasm and watch how they are applying all of the 
learning from this term.  
 
We have scheduled our ship building day for Friday. If you have 
any recyclables we really need them on Friday morning. Thank 
you! 
 
Our learning journey is scheduled for Monday morning  of 
week 10. It starts in the hall in the morning and then you’re 
invited back to our classroom to see the amazing work your 
child has created.  
 
Coming home with homework next week will be the lyrics to 
our learning journey performance. If some time could be 
dedicated to practicing these lyrics that would be much 
appreciated. 
 
Year four have brought home a camp expression of interest 
note for next year. If your year four child has not brought one 
home please see your class teacher.  
 
Have a wonderful two weeks! 
 
Symone, Kylie, Lyndall and Justine. 
 
 
 

 

 



                                 
    

   

With spring having begun this week the 5/6 students have all 
begun to take part in the School’s Bike Program. This program 
will run for all students on a Tuesday. We encourage students to 
bring their own bike if they wish, but if they are unable to do so 
this is fine as they have access to the school’s fine fleet of new 
bikes. We also have helmets for them to use as well but find that 
students finding a correct match is a bit difficult so we 
encourage students to bring their own helmets in if at all 
possible, again not a concern if they can’t but find we have only 
a small number of the larger sized helmets. 
 
A reminder that Monday is our Walk or Ride to school day and 
all students who participate will go in the running to win one of 
the fantastic beanies that were displayed in last week’s 
assembly. 
 
Next week the 5/6 unit will be holding  
auditions for the talent quest that will take 
place for students in week 9. Students have 
already nominated a varied number and type  
of items that they will be performing. 
 
With the Learning Journey fast approaching we are strongly 
encouraging students to use their homework nominated time to 
complete class work and activities from their activity matrix. 
 
Emma, Shane, Elissa, Sarah and Justine. 
 

 

  

GLOW WORMS (LSUA) 

 

Hi everyone, 
 
We have had a quiet couple of weeks here in the LSU. 
With the beginning of spring this week we will be looking at the 
beautiful things Spring has to offer us in our environment. We 
will be using these ideas to brighten up our classroom and 
further our literacy skills. You will be able to see this in our 
learning journey in week 10.   
 
We are looking forward to starting our gardening program in 
the coming weeks. We are going to start by replenishing our soil 
with some nutrients and then planting some seeds. We will be 
making mini greenhouses to ensure our plants are protected 
from the frosts by using milk bottles and soft drink bottles. If 
you have any spare plastic bottles at  
home that you would  
ordinarily recycle please bring them 
into school so we can reuse them  
in our garden. Hopefully we will be  
able to grow some herbs and 
vegetables that we will be able to  
use in our cooking lessons in the 
coming months! 
 
Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the spring sun and 
blossoms.  
 
Lee, Jac and Nicola. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Glow Worms have been enjoying the beautiful spring 
weather. We took the opportunity on Tuesday to sit in the sun 
and do some lovely charcoal sketches of blossom trees in bloom.  

 
 

Our mainstream inclusion program has been very successful with 
all students continuing to access learning in their mainstream 
classroom. A huge thank you to our teachers, Shane Deane, Kylie 
Apps, Stacey Hodgson and Stacey Howard for providing positive 
learning access for our students. 
 
We look forward to inviting all our parents in for our Learning 
Journey later in the term. 
 
Cheers 
 
Virginia, Sally and Kathleen. 
 

 
 

FIREFLIES (LSU) 

TWILIGHT FAIR CRAFT STALL 

SUPERNOVAS (5/6) 

 

 

Calling for assistance! 

 

The twilight fair is coming up on Friday 13 November – only 

10 weeks to go!   

 

The craft stall is shaping up to be a big one and we have 

some fabulous ideas but we need some help to implement 

them. 

 

Assistance is required with: 

- Material donations 

- Craft supply donations 

- Sewing expertise 

- Hands on assistance to make the craft. 

 

Please mark your donations CRAFT STALL and leave them in 

the donation area in the hall down from the front office. 

 

We will be having a craft session soon – more details to 

come. 

 

Please contact Lauren on 

 laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au


                                 
    

   
             

 

  

 

   

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Lennox Gardens,  
Lake Burley Griffin 

 

Alzheimer’s Australia ACT’s 2015 
Memory Walk & Jog is being held in 
September across Australia as part 

of  Dementia Awareness Month. 
Join in the 1km walk, 5km or 8km run. 

For more information 
http://www.memorywalk.com.au/find

-a-walk/act/events 

 

POSSUM PANTRY ROSTER 

 

PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

 
Australian Survey for Kids and Young People: Have a say on safety!  

Researchers from the Institute of Child Protection Studies are inviting young people 

aged 10-18 to participate in an online survey about their views on children and young 

people’s safety in institutions. The survey is part of a larger study exploring children and 

young people’s perceptions and understanding of safety in institutional contexts, which 

has been commissioned by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse. It focuses on what makes children feel safe in institutions. 

The survey is voluntary, anonymous and there are prizes to be won! For more 

information, visit: https://lsia.acu.edu.au/ask-yp.    

 

 

Week 8 Term 3 Wednesday 9 
September 

Thursday 10 
September 

Friday 11 
September 

9.00 am - 2.30 pm Rebekah   

9.00 am - 12.00 pm Kim Wendy (1 hour)  

12.00 pm - 3.00 pm    

Week 9 Term 3 Wednesday 16 
September 
**  Special B2   ** 

Thursday 17 
September 

Friday 18 
September 

9.00 am - 2.30 pm Robyn    

9.00 am - 12.00 pm Kim Wendy (1 hour)  

12.00 pm - 3.00 pm    

 

The canteen has been getting busier and we would love to get some more volunteers. If 

you are available to help in the canteen, especially on a Thursday or Friday, or if you 

would like to be included on future canteen rosters please see Rouvaye or Kerry in the 

canteen or call on 62415974.  Any help would be greatly appreciated, either for a whole 

shift or any time you can spare.  Volunteers who help out for a shift will be issued with a 

voucher for 1 Meal Deal.   

We look forward to seeing you in the canteen.  Thank you. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

The limited edition tea towel is ONLY 
$12.50, 2 for $24.00 or SAVE by 
ordering 5 for $60.00. Tea towels can 
be ordered by using the order form 
(available at the office) and returning 
to the school in an envelope clearly 
marked ‘TEA TOWEL ORDER’.  
Payments can be made by cash or 
through Flexischools 
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Final orders and payment are due 
before FRIDAY 25 September 2015. 
 
If you have any queries please call 
Venee Fabbo 0478811530 or by email 
at svenee1@outlook.com  

 

 

Thank you for collecting the 
Earn & Learn stickers when you 

shop at Woolworths. 
 

Our collection box is at the  
front office. 

 

 

http://www.memorywalk.com.au/find-a-walk/act/events
http://www.memorywalk.com.au/find-a-walk/act/events
https://lsia.acu.edu.au/ask-yp
https://lsia.acu.edu.au/ask-yp
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
mailto:svenee1@outlook.com

