
 

  

 

As the 2020 school year comes to a close, I would like to take a moment to reflect on 
the past twelve months. It certainly has been a year to remember (or forget) 
depending on which way you choose to look at it. When students returned to school in 
February we were forced to keep everyone indoors during break times due to the 
extreme air pollution from bushfire smoke. Many families returned from their summer 
holidays with high levels of anxiety, feeling stressed after not having had a break due to 
the fires. Canberra experienced a fierce hailstorm with many losing vehicles and having 
property significantly damaged. Our attention quickly shifted to COVID-19 and nobody 
foresaw the impact that this virus would have across the world. Due to this, we moved 
into a period of pupil free time to prepare for remote learning and during this, 
Maribyrnong Primary became a Safe and Supervised Site for primary school aged 
children from across Canberra. It seemed that we were living in a state of flux, waiting 
for each cabinet meeting, and wondering what the new ‘rules’ for living would be. As 
children returned to onsite learning in a staggered fashion, many safety measures were 
put in place by the ACT Government to limit the spread of COVID. We are now living a 
new normal where change seems to be a regular part of our existence. Through all of 
this, our students, staff and families have carried on! The way that our school 
community has had the flexible resilience to adapt has been nothing short of 
remarkable. I would like to formally thank the parents, carers, teachers, support staff 
and wider school community for your positivity and active application of our school 
values through this challenging time. We don’t know what’s ahead, however knowing 
the supports that are in place around us gives us an optimistic view of 2021. Thank you 
everyone! 
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NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

14 December  
Year 6 Dinner and Yr 3-6 Disco 

Celebration 

 

16 December 
Year 6 Graduation Assembly 
(by invite only) 
 

17 December 
2021- transition session 
K-5 only 

 

18 December 
Last day of school! 

 
1 February 2021  
First day of school 
 
 

 
 

DATES 
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Semester Two Reports 
End of year reports have been sent out via email today. These reports highlight the achievement and developments made by your 
child. Within the report nationally agreed Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards are used to assess students' learning and 
progress. The Achievement Standards reflect what students are typically able to understand and do at each year level of 
schooling. This written report reflects a point in time for your child's learning journey and represents progress in learning areas 
from the Australian Curriculum. Achievement is measured in relation to the achievement standard for the child's grade level and 
learning program. 
As always, I encourage you to speak with your child's classroom teacher about their progress. 
 

Week 10 Events 
Talent Quest 
There has been much anticipation for our school Talent Quest final which will be held on Thursday of next week. This event will 
be for staff and students only. We look forward to a virtual voting for students on both a junior and senior talent quest winner. 
 
Transition Day and Preparations for 2021 
Postcards of 2021 teaching teams will come home with children on Thursday next week. These will be 
given to children at the end of our transition day. Students will meet their 2021 educators and spend 
time getting to know them in preparation for next year. Specific classes for 2021 will be shared via 
email in the new year before school commences. Within this email there will be links to videos and 
photographs to help children visualise their new learning environment. These resources will also be 
posted on our Home Learning Hub in the week leading up to the return of all students. Postcards will 
look like this - 
 
Year 6 Graduation 
It’s always with mixed emotions that we prepare to farewell our graduating class each year and 2020 will be no different. Year 6 
are certainly ready for that big next step, but they will always be welcome to come back and visit. There were times during the 
year when they wondered whether they had experienced their last day of primary school prematurely. Their special graduation 
ceremony will occur on Wednesday morning next week after a special dinner and dance on Monday night.  
 
I would like to wish all of our families a safe and happy break and I look forward to catching up again in 2021! Thank you for your 
ongoing support. 
 
Regards 

Andrew  

 

 
 

 

 



  

Year 1 
 

In Year 1, work has begun to include more classrooms in the unit. Students have been excited 
to see the daily changes in our learning space. As this work is happening, students have 
demonstrated our Maribyrnong value of safety. We have been writing daily in our Holiday 
Journal - we highlighted things that are important to us and our families during this holiday 
season. We have also been busy with our holiday crafts, making our learning areas more 
festive. 

   

Lights on Learning! 

Preschool 
 

Our playground is open! We are very excited to be able 
to play in our new preschool play space. We are working 
our core muscles as we rock hop and negotiate the 
uneven surfaces. We have been riding bikes and 
scooters around the winding pathways and navigating, 
giving way and stopping to let others through. We have 
also been enjoying imaginative play with dinosaurs and 
trucks in and around the rocks and mulch. Our play has 
been inspired in so many different ways with our 
beautiful, natural play space!    
 
      

Kindergarten 
 
In Literacy, Kindergarten have continued to share quality picture books to inspire our writing. 
We have sequenced stories, written recounts and used picture prompts to write predictions. 
Students have been dazzling us with their detailed writing! They are using their knowledge of 
sounds to record words and are beginning to write sentences with capital letters and 
punctuation.  
Our home reading program has finished for the year. We encourage families to continue 
sharing books. Some ideas to help students maintain their skills over the holidays are: 

• Asking them to write shopping or packing lists 

• Writing cards or letters to relatives and friends 

• Reading a recipe together and following the instructions to cook 

• Keeping a journal of holiday activities 

• Listening to an audiobook at home or while travelling 

• Counting forwards and backwards from any number 

• Identifying numbers and words in the environment (at the shops, on street signs) 

• Increasing fine motor skills though using play dough, folding paper aeroplanes, drawing, building with lego or 
using scissors 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Year 2 
 

 

 

Year 4 
 

The year 4 students had a very busy end to week 8 and have enjoyed two days challenging themselves and showing the 
Maribyrnong school values at Camp Warrambui. Students worked together to tackle archery, orienteering, a bushwalk, 
frisbee golf and more. We have picked some of their favourite memories to share with you...  
The absolute BEST thing about camp was the exceptional food! Lasagne for dinner was delicious!  
Archery was really fun as I got to learn how to shoot an arrow by myself. I got one arrow on the target.  
We also did a treasure hunt where we had to find black boxes that had letters in them. We then had to work out the 
secret word.  
After a hard day of activities, hanging in our cabins was the best. We got to talk to our friends and the aircon was 
refreshing on the hot days. 

         
 
 

Lights on Learning! 

Year 3 
 

It is fun central in year 3 at the moment! The students have been enjoying a week filled with new experiences and lots of 
active play. On Tuesday, we had a visit from the ACT Waterwatch team from Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch. Bruno 
and Martin spoke with us about many of our local waterways and catchments, and helped us learn the tell tales signs of 
good water quality. Did you know, the more waterbugs, the better the water quality is? 
Bruno and Martin brought in a sample of local water and we were able to search for, and identify many of the little 
waterbugs, such as Backswimmers, Freshwater Slaters and even a baby yabbie! Dont worry loved ones, we practiced safe 
water practises and good personal hygiene after! Take a look at our happy snaps….  

    

 

 
  
     

Year 2 has continued with 
Monday morning investigations. 
Students have had quality time to 
reconnect, socialise, invent, 
design, construct and share a 
multitude of creative ideas based 
around the resources provided for 
them. 

  

In Mathematics we have 
started to measure the area of 
surfaces using non-standard 
units. 
 

  

Covering surfaces with non-
standard units has also included 
rotational fun with tessellating 
tiles. 
 

 



  

 

 

 

  

Year 5 
 
This fortnight year 5 have been busy taking advantage of the wet weather. We collected snails before examining them, 
racing on transparent clipboards, watching biology clips and having lots of fun being investigative scientists. Sport 
involved rugby and basketball clinics, our usual run in the morning and bike riding. Some year 5 boys created The Great 
Wall of Year 5’. We had our last SHFPACT session, working together as a year 5 cohort and discussing respectful 
relationships and consent. Check out this video to support your child and begin discussions. Consent video.  
 
 

     
 

   

Lights on Learning! 

Year 6 
 

Year 6 enjoyed their day out last Friday at Big Splash. They have worked hard over a very tricky year and it was great to 
see them enjoying themselves on the slides, in the pools, having picnics, and dancing. 
 

.  
The students participated in a cybersafety workshop this week that was offered by the Office of the eSafety 
Commissioner. The session focused on establishing personal online safety boundaries, developing skills to question what 
they encounter online and skills to identify problematic situations, and the appropriate ways to seek help when dealing 
with unsafe situations.  Students then made pledges to themselves and then created a Google Slides to share their new 
knowledge.  
 

    
 
We are busy getting ready for Graduation next week, it has been wonderful watching this group grow together and we 
can’t wait to celebrate all their achievements with families next week.  
Reminders: 
Dinner and Disco- Monday 15th, arrival and photos from 5:00, dinner from 5:30, disco 6:30-8:00. Theme- Back to Nature, 
smart casual dress.  
Graduation Ceremony - Wednesday 16th from 9:15, full school uniform.  
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=consent%20kids%20site%3Ayoutube.com&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU886AU887&oq=you+tube&aqs=chrome.0.69i59j69i64j69i59j69i60l3.1296j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjKw6bY8qntAhXpzTgGHZkvDNIQ2wF6BAgGEAE&ei=cLPEX8rLJ-mb4-EPmd-wkA0&safe=active&ssui=on


 

  

LSUA 
 
The LSUA students have been busy putting together their art-folios 
containing their best work from this semester. We have also been 
engaging in a range of reflective conversations detailing the progress 
we have made as learners this semester. Soon we will bid farewell to 
our year six students, all of whom have endeavoured to be the very 
best version of themselves. These year six students, like many other 
students in the school, have had to learn to work hard at adapting 
the way they learn so they can achieve success. 
 
 
I would like to take this opportunity at the end of a very difficult year to say congratulations to all of the students in the 
LSUA who have worked hard to adapt to their learning environments and work to successfully conclude their 2020 school 
year. 
 
Chris and Mel 
 

LSU 
 

We cannot believe that it is the end of 2020. It was a challenging year for all the students in 
LSU with continued changes. Everyone must be congratulated for their resilience and the 
great attitude. They helped each other with kindness to overcome many obstacles they 
faced during the year. Sadly, we will say goodbye to three of our senior students next week. 
We will miss them and wish them all the very best for their future studies. We are excited to 
welcome a new friend to our class next year. 
Next Tuesday we will send all workbooks home for you to enjoy. Parents are encouraged to 
find a relaxing time and ask open ended questions when your child is sharing their work with 
you.  It was a great pleasure to witness their growth social, emotionally, and academically. 
We are looking forward to having them back with us in 2021 to begin a fun filled challenging 
new program. 
We also would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents for their continued 
support, encouragement and feedback given to us. 
Hope you all will have a safe, happy, and relaxed Christmas break with your families. 
 
LSU Team. 
 

Lights on Learning! 

 

  

        2021 School Board Vacant Positions 

 
Watch this space. Information will be available  
in the new year. This is your opportunity to be  
involved in the governance of our school. 

 



  

Focusing on French 
Salut!  I would like to take the opportunity to say thank you for your support of the French program at Maribyrnong Primary 
School during 2020.  There were students in each year level who continued to access their French Google Classroom and 
engage with learning activities through the shutdown, and who have continued through this difficult year to put their best 
effort in to their French learning. I have been impressed with the endeavour and resilience of our students.  
 

This year brought a significant change to how the French curriculum is delivered at 
Maribyrnong, with years 4 to 6 going paper free. All teaching and learning materials are 
uploaded on the student’s French Google Classrooms, and all classwork and assignments done 
on Chromebooks. This has included the use of online platforms such as Kahoots and the video 
making tool Flipgrid.  

 
Can your student read and answer these questions? 

 
Est-ce que je peux aller aux toilettes?             Comment tu t’appelles? 
 
Est-ce que je peux boire?     Quel âge as-tu? 
 
Quelle est ta couleur préférée?    Où habites-tu? 
                                                  
À  l’année prochaine! 
Madame Lisacek 
 
 

 

 

In Term 1 students from Years 4 and 5 
contributed to unit posters featuring Switzerland 
for a francophonie week competition 
coordinated by the Alliance Française and the 
French Embassy. The poster from Year 4 won     
place, with the presentation occurring at school 
in Term 3 due to COVID restrictions.  
Congratulations to all students for their 
contributions.  

 

 

In Term 3 all students across Years 3 to 6 learnt a French 

poem as part of our language and cultural learning. At 

the end of Term 3 I had the job of selecting year level 

winners to represent our school in the ACT French 

Poetry Competition. This is always a difficult task, with 

the difference coming down to the pronunciation of one 

or two words. Congratulations to all students for their 

excellent work.   

 

 

Special congratulations to Oleg in Year 5 and Philip in 

Year 6 who came first in the ACT for their year level. 

Oleg and Philip received their prize at a ceremony at 

the Alliance Française in Week 6 of Term 4. 

                                Madame Lisacek 

 

 

  



 

Defence School Mentor News 
 
The end of the year is nearly here and what a year it has been! Everything about the way we work and play had to change this 
year but I am glad to say the strength of being able to pivot and adapt to change has seen most programs in our school survive 
and thrive thanks to the dedication and hard work of our families. Although we were required to take a break from the way we 
regularly operate, staying in touch online, taking time to check in on one another and maintaining social distanced events and 
activities has ensured that the community here at Maribyrnong has continued to be strong. 
 

This week I would like to say a massive thank you to all the parents who participate in “Possum Partners” 
each Friday here at school. Each week defence and non-defence parents (everyone is welcome!) come 
together in the library to support the school by creating displays, making classroom resources, and 
completing a multitude of small but extremely helpful tasks to help make our school the wonderful 
community that it is. You are amazing and we appreciate every little thing that you do. Thank you! 

 
I would also like to thank the very dedicated members of the Friday Morning Coffee Club. This group, 
again made up of defence and non-defence parents gather each Friday to share a cuppa, catch up and 
provide amazing support for each other and our school through the assistance they provide in Possum 
Partners.  
 

It is at this time of year we also need to say farewell to some of our defence families who will be moving on from 
our school. Moving provides challenges but also opportunities for change and growth. To our defence families 
who will be moving on from us we hope you take a little bit of the Maribyrnong spirit with you wherever you go. 
To our defence students who are in year six and moving onto the next great adventure of high school, we wish 
you all the very best.  

 
This year has been a year like no other. We have experienced life in ways that we could have never 
anticipated or prepared for. As we look towards 2021 and begin to enjoy the freedoms that relaxations in 
restrictions have provided, I wish for all of you that you take a little bit of hope and festive cheer into this 
holiday break. Enjoy your family and friends, rest, relax and recharge knowing that we all have a big and 
bright new year to look forward to. 
 
Happy holidays everyone. 
 
Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong 
 
Defence Family Helpline 

For advice, support or local community information contact our all-hours Defence Family Helpline. The 
Helpline is staffed by qualified human services professionals including social workers and psychologists. 
 

 

Maribyrnong’s After School Guitar & Violin Lessons are Enrolling for 2021 

If your child is interested in learning the Guitar or Violin at Maribyrnong Primary after-school in 2021, please collect an EOI 
form at the front office. 

Alternatively, you may contact our music teacher Arianne Tan at connect@ariannetan.com for more information! 

‘Music education can help spark a child’s imagination or ignite a lifetime of passion’ – Hillary Rodham Clinton 
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We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, 

tights and fleece jumpers that will be available to 

purchase (cash only). 

 

The uniform shop will open the week before school 

starts 2021. Information regarding times and date will 

be emailed out. 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

 

 

How do I notify for an absence? 

 
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an 
unexplained absence. 
The best way to notify us is to - 
✓ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. This 

is the easiest way to notify of the reason for absence 
when short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to 
your SMS message if you ask a question. 

✓ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where 
advance notice is given for travel and longer absences. 
Email addresses for staff can be found on our website  - 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_mess
age/Staff_contact_list 

✓ Email the front office directly – 
maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 

If you have any further questions, please contact the front 
office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
 

 

 

Happy Families Partnership 

 
EVERY FAMILY at Maribyrnong Primary School now has access 

to their own Happy Families Premium Membership. These 

memberships contain a library of parenting resources from Dr 

Justin Coulson to offer calm assurance, vision, direction and 

solutions you can trust.  Memberships are usually $170 per 

family per year, but each family has full access to the 

membership for the next 12 months for FREE. 

 

Some of the included features are 

- Live monthly webinars with Dr Justin Coulson 

- Access to Dr Justin Coulson's entire webinar library + a new 

one every month 

- Weekly "Lighten the Load" tips 

- Book Club with Mrs Happy Families - Kylie Coulson 

and much more!  

Start accessing the Happy Families library and resources right 

away! 

https://members.happyfamilies.com.au/maribyrnong 
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Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL 
CARE  

Ph: 0405 124 312 
 

 
Please notify Before and After Hours 

Care if your child is not attending 
their booking. 

 

 
 

To contact staff via email, please 

visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.ed

u.au/principals_message/Staff_con

tact_list 

 

 

FUN WITH FRIENDS THESE SCHOOL 

HOLIDAYS! 

Communities@Work Summer School 
Holiday Programs are now Open for 
Bookings. The programs will be 
running weekdays over the summer 
school holidays and focus on fun and 
are flexible and adaptable. They will 
provide a welcoming and entertaining 
environment that will encourage 
children to have fun with their friends 
and participate in a variety of 
engaging activities that delivers a new 
adventure every day.  
Communities@Work continue 
to ensure the safety of your child is 
paramount with increased hygiene 
and cleaning protocols, guided by the 
latest advice from the ACT 
Government and ACT Health. 
 
Visit www.commsatwork.org/shp for 
details of program locations, dates, 
activity list, enrolment information 
and more.  
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