
 

  

 

A huge welcome back to term 3. As always, term 3 promises to be incredibly exciting 
with many new opportunities for student learning planned. Term 3 is a term where we 
usually have several large events planned on our school calendar to celebrate learning 
and our wonderful community. These events include our School Science Fair, Book 
Week celebrations including Book Fair and Book Week Assembly and of course our 
Learning Journey, Art Show and Grandfriends Day.  
At this point in time, it looks unlikely that these events will go ahead in the same format 
as they have in previous years. Although this is disappointing, it also presents an 
opportunity for us to think creatively as to how we might still be able to allow our 
students to celebrate their learning in other ways. We will keep you updated on how we 
might do this as the term progresses. Please hold the dates you will see listed in Term 
Overviews for these events. 
 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
Our parent teacher interviews will be occurring throughout next week. Thank you to the 
parents and carers that have made a booking through the PTO program. Our Term 
Overviews which have also been sent out today will form the base for these interviews. 
The overviews include a section for how you can support your child’s learning at home 
as well as the general overview for learning for term 3. To support current hygiene 
safety practices in schools, our first preference is for a phone interview with your child’s 
teacher. We understand that a phone interview may present challenges for some 
families and are happy to accommodate an in-person meeting for those that would 
prefer this method of communication.   
 
Storyline 
Our students always enjoy sharing learning from their term 3 Storyline unit of work at 
our Learning Journey and Grandfriends day at the end of term. Having arrived at 
Maribyrnong only half-way through term 3 last year, I was able to see the culmination 
of Storyline, however, I did not have the privilege of seeing the foundations being laid 
for the beginning of each unit of work at the start of term. The excitement and high 
levels of engagement have been obvious in each classroom this week and it has been 
enjoyable to play a role in delivering ‘news’ to different classes for what their thinking 
will involve for the next ten weeks. Starting a small business, designing a playground, 
recapturing memories for the elderly, going back in time to the gold rush era, the list 
goes on. Exciting learning ahead for term 3! 
 

Consultation Process for the Development of School Masterplan 
Just like our classrooms, we want our school grounds to be inclusive of everyone’s 
needs and interests, therefore it is important that we take time to listen to everyone in 
the community as we develop a plan for our school grounds. We are using this term as 
our ten-week period of community consultation for the development of our school 
grounds masterplan. Paul Barnett Design Group (https://www.pbdg.com.au/) will be 
working closely with us as we look to engage and give a voice to all members of our 
school community through this process. The proposed dates for community 
consultation are as follows: 
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• Week 1, term 3 (24 July)- pre information sent out with link to school newsletter 

• Week 3, term 3 (6 Aug) P&C and Staff consultation 

• Week 5, term 3 (17 Aug) Year 6 input 

• Week 8, term 3 (7 Sep) Kindergarten and SRC input (class meetings occur before SRC meeting ensuring all student views 
and ideas are represented). 

 
Please take the opportunity to have your say, even if this is having conversations at home about what you consider to be 
important aspects of an outdoor learning environment. Paul Barnett has put together a range of questions and links which can be 
found further on in the newsletter. It is recommended that families use this information to carry out some research in 
preparation for the consultation processes this term. 
 

 
 

COVID Update 
Earlier this week, information was emailed out to our school community regarding the latest updates from the ACT Government, 

legally requiring anyone who has been in affected locations identified by NSW Health to self-quarantine for 14 days from the date 

they were in those locations. 

Information emailed out also included a road map for ACT schools outlining guidelines on school activity. That road map is also 

attached to the email that notified you of this newsletter. As this situation continues to evolve, we will keep you updated with 

key information on the impact for schooling. 

 
Staffing Update 
We would like to keep you updated on the small number of staffing changes for term three:  
 

• We welcome Michelle Ashworth back to Maribyrnong for the remainder of the school year. Michelle is backfilling the literacy 
support role left vacant by Rachelle Wilkinson.  
 

• Symone Florian will depart the east and make a move to Western Australia at the end of week 2 this term. Symone has played a 
significant role at Maribyrnong over many years and has positively impacted many students in this time. On behalf of all the staff, 
I would like to wish Symone all the best for the next exciting chapter in her journey and sincerely thank her for her contribution to 
the school community in her time here. Symone will be replaced by Gillian Jackson who is an experienced teacher, having worked 
in several ACT schools over many years. We welcome Gillian to the team at Maribyrnong.  
 
Planning for 2021 
It is that time of the year again when we are beginning to make plans for 2021. We would really appreciate it if you could inform 

the front office if you are planning to relocate in the ACT or perhaps further afield if you anticipate changing schools for next year. 

Families can now indicate this information via email (andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au)  

 

Regards,  

Andrew Buesnel. 
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Maribyrnong Science Fair Projects 
 

With three weeks left, there’s still time to start an entry for the        

Maribyrnong Science Fair competition! Students from all year levels 

from preschool to year 6 can enter. Entries are due on Wednesday 

12 August (week 4, term 3). 

Visit the Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub to learn more and find 

support materials. 

 

 

Maribyrnong Menders Program 

 
Our school has won a Girls in STEM grant from the ACT Department of Education to run a new program this Semester called 

‘Maribyrnong Menders’! This program will engage community STEM experts to run skills workshops for Year 4 female students. 

These workshops will focus on mending or making items of need for the Maribyrnong School Community, for example, fixing bikes, 

appliances, or building items. The students will be involved in the process 

of matching community needs and skills, and have a say in what skills 

they will develop through the workshops. 

 

To help our students identify community needs and skills, we invite you 

to complete this 2 minute survey. 

 

Kind regards, 

Nicole McAlester 

Maribyrnong Menders Program Coordinator 

 

 

 

SRC Fundraiser K-6 

When: Term 3, Friday, 7 August 

What: Dress up as your dream future occupation 

Why: To help raise money for new P.E. braids for each year 

     How much?  A gold coin donation 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Xy9mb6sRrC1yiwqU7


     

Parking and Pick-up 

 
We are still receiving positive feedback around our new car-line system. Students who are collected in the car-line are becoming 

confident in coming to the meeting point, listening out for their family name and meeting their car at the designated pick-up spot. 

The expectations of this system will be reinforced in coming weeks by new PBL expectation posters which serve as reminders for 

positive behaviours while waiting for parents. A reminder that students should not be crossing in front, or around cars where 

possible. If parents can remind students to enter the curb-side door of their car, this will reinforce the safety messages of our 

educators.  

 

We would also like to thank our wonderful car-line coordinator Ni (and apprentice, Ros!) who have worked to establish this system. 

Thanks also to the educators who are supporting the carline daily. 

 

We have observed a number of new ‘no stopping signs’ around the junctions of 

Alberga Street and Shannon Circuit. Although we were not consulted on the 

installation of these signs, we would like to remind our community to adhere to 

signage around the school in order to be complaint with road traffic authorities. 

We also recognise the ongoing complexities that this new signage will create for 

school pick-up and drop-off.  

 

We are currently working with our students on the need for safety awareness 

when using the crossing across Alberga Street. In the busy traffic patterns of the 

afternoon, its vital that students remember to: 

 

• cross between the lines of the crossing 

• STOP and look both ways before crossing 

• Dismount any bikes or scooters. 

 

 

 

 

Hats on! 

 
It is hard to imagine that sun protection is once again required in Canberra during such a cold part of the year. From August 

we start to witness a rise in UV levels (that is to 3 and above) in Canberra. These levels warrant sensible sun protection during 

at least some periods of the day. So hats are back on for play and lessons outside. Please check that your child’s SunSmart hat 

is labelled. We have installed the Cancer Council ACT’s SunSmart web widget on the homepage of our school’s website. The 

widget not only works as a general reminder to be SunSmart, but it also indicates what time sun protection is required each 

day along with a daily max temperature and rain forecast for Canberra. Remember to: 

• slip on a close weave, loose fitting shirt with a collar and close to elbow length sleeves   

• slop on 30+ broad spectrum water resistant sunscreen  

• slap on a bucket, broad brimmed or legionnaire style hat   

• seek shade to minimise the frequency and duration of exposure   

• slide on sunglasses that are accredited with the Australian standard AS 1067 (Cat 2,3 or 4).   

 

 

 

 



     

 

Defence School Mentor News 
 

Defence Community Organisation (DCO) puts out a terrific newsletter twice a year called Defence Family Matters. It is full of 

articles about defence families, activities, support networks and tips for managing the defence lifestyle. 

The Winter/Autumn 2020 edition has a great article on supporting kids during COVID 19, the results from the ADF Family 

Survey and two interesting pieces about using dogs to support defence kids in schools and and horses as part of an equine 

therapy program for veterans, just to name a few. 

The article that grabbed my attention was a little check list about all the ways families can be supported during deployment. 

DCO can provide a range of support services, practical assistance and products to support defence families during a family 

member’s absence. 

Families can 

• Opt in to receive regular support phone calls 

• Receive help to confirm and access important records and information 

• Find ways to get in touch with local community groups and support systems 

 as well as connect with other ADF families 

Life can be busy, but taking the time every now and then to browse the pages of this excellent magazine can give you some 

inspiration to try something new or reconnect with something that has been helpful in the past. Defence Family Matters 

magazine can be found at https://defence.gov.au/DCO/DFM/default.asp 

Stay safe and well. 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong 

 

 

Buttons still Needed! 

 
This term we are going to create pieces of art using    

buttons. If you have buttons at home that you no 

longer  need or are happy to donate we would love to 

collect them. Buttons can be dropped at the front 

office in a  sealed container or bag. Donated buttons 

will then be cleaned thoroughly before being used for 

this activity. 

 

Thank you! 

Jackie & Leeanne 

 

 

     Introducing baby JACK WILKINSON!      

A warm welcome to Jack, who was born on the 2 July. All 
doing well, congratulations!  

 

 

 

https://defence.gov.au/DCO/DFM/default.asp


     

 

Maribyrnong Landscape Masterplan 
 

The following information is designed to help us think through possibilities for our school grounds masterplan. 

 

Questions 

 

For the School  

 

• What is the School’s Vision for the Landscape Masterplan? 

• What is the nature of the environment the School is aiming to create? 

• How will the school know the masterplan work has been successful? 

• How did Aboriginal Culture express itself in the Canberra Region Landscape? 

• What are the journeys or pathways taken through this landscape by Aboriginal People over time? 

• What are the sacred and important habits or meeting places? 

• What is Natural Biomimicry Landscape? 

• What is Regenerative Landscape? 

• What are the benefits of experiencing natural landscape for play? 

• What is a micro forest and how does its biology work? 

• What is a dry creek bed and how does its biology work? 

• What are the types of play environments you would like to experience at school? 
 

For the adults 

 

• What are your favourite memories of your childhood? 

• What was your relationship with nature as a child? 
 

Aboriginal Culture and Landscape 

o https://www.act.gov.au/ngunnawal-country 

o https://www.abc.net.au/news/specials/curious-canberra/2016-04-04/curious-canberra-what-is-the-aboriginal-history-of-

canberra/7286124 

o https://www.abc.net.au/news/specials/curious-canberra/2016-04-04/indigenous-sites-in-canberra/7281812 

o https://aiatsis.gov.au/get-involved/visit 

o https://www.thunderstone.net.au/ngunawal-people 

o https://www.weekendnotes.com/places-experience-indigenous-history-culture-canberra/ 

 

Green Sponge City 

o https://www.urbanet.info/sponge-cities-urban-planning/ 

o https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/sponge-cities-what-is-it-all-about/ 

o https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2588912520300151 

o https://www.mdpi.com/journal/water/special_issues/Sponge-Cities 

o https://biomimicry.org/next-design-innovation-built-environment-learning-nature/ 

o https://thinkdivebiomimicry.com/category/biomimicry/ 

 

Nature Play and Dry Creek beds 

o https://www.natureplaywa.org.au/programs/nature-playgrounds/benefits 

o https://www.natureplayqld.org.au/ 

o https://www.natureplaycbr.org.au/programs/why-natural-playgrounds 

o https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/childhood/providers/regulation/pracnotesnaturalenv.pdf 

o https://www.ecrh.edu.au/docs/default-source/resources/ipsp/Create-the-perfect-play-space-learning-environments-for-

young-children.pdf?sfvrsn=12 

o https://www.school-news.com.au/education/a-living-playground-school-designed-nature-play/ 
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https://www.ecrh.edu.au/docs/default-source/resources/ipsp/Create-the-perfect-play-space-learning-environments-for-young-children.pdf?sfvrsn=12
https://www.school-news.com.au/education/a-living-playground-school-designed-nature-play/


     

o https://natureplaysa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/NP1746-Membership-info-%E2%80%93-Primary-School.pdf 

o https://www.natureplaycbr.org.au/resources/resources-for-schools 

o https://www.kidsafensw.org/imagesDB/wysiwyg/NaturalPlayspaces2015_2.pdf 

o https://www.teachengineering.org/activities/view/cub_bio_lesson05_activity1 

o https://dirt.asla.org/2015/10/07/biomimicry-tools-to-inspire-designers/ 

o https://www.natureplaycbr.org.au/natural-playgrounds-creating-a-dry-creek-bed 

o https://www.water.wa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/3121/11439.pdf 

o https://www.milkwood.net/2012/11/30/micro-forest-garden-installation/ 

o https://conservationbiologynews.wordpress.com/2012/09/14/the-newfound-importance-of-dry-riverbeds/ 

o https://www.cityofpae.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/413662/Plan_DryCreek_Management.pdf 

o https://www.pinterest.ca/wwwdreamyardcom/dry-creek-bed/ 

o https://wetlandinfo.des.qld.gov.au/wetlands/ecology/processes-systems/water/river-flows.html 

 

Micro forest and Regenerative Landscape 

o https://www.agriculture.gov.au/forestry/policies/rfa/glossary 

o https://www.cbd.int/forest/what.shtml 

o https://basicbiology.net/environment/land/forest 

o https://www.permaculturenews.org/2016/09/30/regenerative-landscape-design-conceptual-design-80-hectare-site/ 

o https://soilsforlife.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Report_Summary1.pdf 

o https://www.pinterest.ca/caddetails/regenerative-landscape-design/ 

 

 
 

 

 

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

 
 

The P&C will be opening up the Preloved uniform 

shop next week. 

We have a good stock of clean school shirts, 

trackpants, tights and fleece jumpers that will be 

available to purchase (cash only). 

 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we 

ask for your patience in advance.  The P & C would 

like to thank the community for your understanding 

and support over the past few months. 

maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

 
Maribyrnong is a Nut Aware     

School. 
This means that we ask that no nuts are 

brought to school, including in sandwich 

spreads, as a raw snack or within muesli bars 

etc. We know that families go to great lengths 

to check ingredients lists to avoid sending 

products with nuts to school, we greatly 

appreciate these efforts. We do have a 

number of children across the school with  

increased sensitivity to the smell of nuts and 

contact (rather than ingestion) with any nut 

based products. As such we ask that if your 

child has had a nut based spread or product 

before coming to school, that they wash their 

hands and face prior to leaving home. 
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Ricky Stuart House is taking on new families for respite! 

Ricky Stuart House is an NDIS registered service run by 

Marymead that provides respite for children (5-12) with 

disability. Minimum three hour booking including 

through the school holidays. 

For further information and/or to come and have a look 

at the house please call Michelle Groeneveld on 

61625800 or email 

Michelle.groeneveld@marymead.org.au 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

mailto:Michelle.groeneveld@marymead.org.au

