
 

  

What an amazing fortnight we have had. From the announcement of the Affiliated 
Schools Program, to the Twilight Fair, to transition visits, information nights, excursions 
and loads of learning! It promises to be a busy end to the year with many more special 
events planned. Make sure you check out the Skoolbag App, Facebook page and your 
email for information and notes.  
 
Affiliated Schools 
A fortnight ago Anna and I had the privilege of attending a launch for a new partnership 
between Maribyrnong Primary School and the University of Canberra; the Affiliated 
Schools Program. Information was emailed home to families on 16 November to explain 
what this new affiliation will look like, commencing in 2019.  
 
The Affiliated program has two major components.  
 
The first is a clinical model of initial teacher education. This part of the model facilitates 
close alignment between sites of practice – our schools and the University. From 2019, 
small groups of preservice teachers will come to Maribyrnong as part of their University 
learning, in a course called Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK). The preservice 
teachers will work with one year level in a particular area of the Australian Curriculum 
over a ten week period. The first focus area will be literacy in year three.  The benefit to 
Maribyrnong students will be regular small group instruction at point of need. Preservice 
educators will build their capacity and understandings as they prepare to enter 
classrooms as new graduates.    
 
The second major component is collaborative research to support school and system 
improvement. This component includes three smaller parts, including: 

• greater access to postgraduate qualifications for Maribyrnong educators; with a 
particular focus on Masters qualifications, to ensure that our educators remain 
highly qualified to meet the needs of your children   

• professional learning for Maribyrnong educators, assisting to ensure that 
practice is based on high end, current research to meet the needs of your 
children 

• partnerships in research over the long term to identify trends, needs, and 
effective responses to the needs of our community. 

 
Anna Thorpe is the nominated Affiliated Schools program coordinator at Maribyrnong. 
Her role will focus on developing a strong and positive nexus between the school and 
University. This partnership is incredibly exciting and offers many benefits to our 
students, staff and community. We can’t wait to continue to share more details of this 
model in action as it unfolds in 2019 and beyond. Your input and feedback will continue 
to be sought as this partnership grows.  
 
Congratulations to Sarah Baird 
My congratulations to Sarah Baird who has been successful in achieving certification as a 
Highly Accomplished Teacher. Certification is a process whereby experienced classroom 
teachers in schools voluntarily pursue national Certification to demonstrate their 
teaching skills and abilities at the higher career-stages of the Australian Professional 
Standards for Teachers (APST). Sarah was accepted through all three bands of the 
rigorous evaluation and will be awarded her Certificate tonight. My congratulations to 
Sarah! 
 

Maribyrnong School     
Ph: 6142 0570    
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     

 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 
 
Board Chair   Megan White 
 
P&C President Ros Riddle 
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday Ph: 6241 5974 
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work ph:0405 124 312 
Before and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 

 
 
NOVEMBER 

30 Christian Education in Schools 
 Assembly year K-2 @ 2.00 pm 
DECEMBER 
4 Preschool M-W Concert & picnic 
6 Preschool W-F Concert & picnic 

Board 6.00 pm  
 P&C 7.00 pm in the Library 
7 Assembly year 3-6 @ 2.00 pm 
10 School Concert K-6 @ 6.00 pm 
12 School Concert K-6 @ 6.00 pm 
14 Whole School Assembly @ 2.00 pm 
18 5/6 Day Out 
19 Year 6 Dinner and year 3-6 Disco 
21 9.15 am year 6 Graduation 

Assembly 
 Last day of school 2018! 
  
More dates are under EVENTS on the Skoolbag App 
or for the full calendar, please visit: 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_comm

unity/calendar 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER : T4 W7 
 

POSSUM 

PRESS 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM JEN 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar


                                 
    

   
  

 

Judy Marriott Farewell 
Over the past four years we have been so incredibly fortunate to have the talents of Judy Marriott at Maribyrnong Primary in the 
school psychologist role. Judy has been part of ACT Education for 35 years, as a classroom teacher, school executive, school principal 
and school psychologist. When Judy commenced at Maribyrnong in the school psychologist role in 2015, we were so fortunate that 
she brought with her this wealth of knowledge and experience in education. Judy also brought experience with the school, its culture 
and community; beginning her teaching career at Maribyrnong in 1985. Judy’s children also attended school at Maribyrnong in the 
80s. At the end of this year, Judy will retire from education, leaving a longstanding legacy of touching the lives of many children and 
families. Over the last four years, Judy has worked with one third of our community in some way, whether it has been through 
formal counselling, connection to support services, or through assessments and reports for children with additional needs. Judy’s 
impact is as broad as it is deep. We have shared such a wonderful partnership with Judy and have been so fortunate to share her 
knowledge and expertise. I would like to thank Judy for her support, for her generosity of time, patience and understanding, and for 
her unwavering commitment to the Maribyrnong community. I wish her well in retirement and look forward to hearing of all the 
wonderful adventures ahead.  
 
Twilight Fair 
The Twilight Fair was a great success! A huge thanks to Leeanne Walls for coordinating such an important community event. I would 
also like to extend my gratitude to our P&C, volunteers on the night, our 5/6 students and teachers who took carriage of Side Show 
Alley again and our teachers who once again gave their all. It is a mammoth effort to stage such a big community event and we are 
so lucky to have so many volunteers who contribute to the fair. There is a great quote by Elizabeth Andrew that fits nicely with our 
community approach – “Volunteers do not necessarily have the time, they have the heart!” Thank you all for your hearts! We are 
excited to announce that over $15 000 was raised for our school.  
 
We would also like to thank the many sponsors of the event who donated items for the silent auction, including: 

Dendy Cinemas  Supa Express Kaleen Ikea Canberra Labor Club Zone 3   Clonakilla Wines 
 Athlete’s Foot  Taronga Zoo Captain Cook Cruises Helenic Club Canberra City Gymnastics   

Canberra labor Club Belconnen Soccer Club The Tradies Canberra Southern Cross Club 
 
Kindergarten 2019 Information Session 
Thank you to our families who were able to attend the 2019 Kindergarten Information Session last week. If you were unable to 
attend, please drop by the front office to collect your information pack. We have emailed out the presentation for family’s reference. 
Additionally, we have made the special kindergarten preparation video available on the school Facebook page and the school 
website for families to access as they need. My thanks to the kindergarten team who set the scene for 2019.  
 
Whole School Transition Visits 
This week we saw all of our students visit their 2019 learning spaces with the peers they will be working with next year. This allowed 
educators to observe interactions between students that will feed into our class formation process. While students couldn’t meet 
their teachers yet (staffing is still being finalised), they will receive a letter from their teacher in early January introducing themselves. 
Both the transition visit and letters are wonderful traditions at Maribyrnong and another example of how we support the social and 
emotional needs for our students.  
 
It was also great to meet many of our 2019 preschoolers at the Stay and Play sessions over the last two weeks. It is wonderful to see 
their curious dispositions and eagerness to start preschool. Please remember that if your preschool child has an NDIS package, 
attends an early intervention program or has engaged with the Child Development Service to email Niomi Ceely on 
niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au. It will allow us to arrange a time to discuss your child’s needs and to plan a transition program.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
Jen. 

 

WEEK 10 EVENTS 
 

TUESDAY 18 
DECEMBER 

 
Year 5/6 Day Out: 

 Fun day at IPlay and 
Hoyts Cinema Westfield 

Belconnen. 

WEDNESDAY 19 
DECEMBER 

 
Year 6 Dinner and Disco 

Celebration. 
Years 3 to 5 are welcome to 

attend the disco. 

THURSDAY 20 
DECEMBER 

 
Regular school day ☺ 
Last canteen day for 

2018. 

FRIDAY 21 
DECEMBER 

 
Year 6 Graduation 

Assembly at 9.15 am. 
School ends at 3.00pm. 

 

mailto:niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   
  

 

 

DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR (DSM) - NEWS FROM JACKIE 
 

Term 4 – Christmas Celebrations 

Friday  30 November 

Through a series of interactive tasks, students will be challenged to find out more about the ‘good news’ 

shared with the shepherds, in the Christmas story told in the Bible. Only students with permission will 

attend. Christian Education In Schools (CEIS) occurs because parents request it for their children, under 

ACT legislation. Sessions are coordinated by the CEIS team, using approved resources and volunteers. If 

you would like to add your child to the existing attendance, complete the permission form at the front 

office go to www.ceis.org.au/yes  

 

 

The month of December is a busy time in most family’s lives.  With school and work drawing to a close prior to the holiday break and 
many celebratory activities filling up our diaries and calendars it can seem like a bit of a roller coaster ride for children and parents 
alike.  For many defence families this time of year can bring great changes and challenges.  Many of our defence families find 
themselves on the move to new locations, new schools and new horizons as part of the defence posting cycle.  Change for any family 
can be tricky. Defence Community Organisation (DCO) can provide support for defence families to effectively manage this mobile 
lifestyle and alleviate the effects of relocation on family wellbeing. They can provide resources and outline steps that can be taken to 
orchestrate the moves more effectively, help minimise disruption to family life, assist with integrate into your new community, and 
make these experiences as smooth, successful and positive as possible for all involved. 
The following information has been taken from the DCO web page. 
http://www.defence.gov.au/DCO/Military-life/Moving-relocation/kids.asp 

 
✓ Talk to the children about the upcoming move 

Communicating truthfully and openly with children about relocations is important to help them understand and cope with the 
change. Talk about the relocation early and often to give them time to become accustomed to the idea and think through what it 
means to them. Explain clearly why it is important for the family to move. 

✓ Involve the children in the process 
Letting children help with the move - e.g. helping to pack, unpack or decide where things will go in the new home – and involving 
older children in discussions and preparations for the move, can help them to feel empowered, valued and that they have a say. 

✓ Talk about feelings 
Encourage children to express their emotions, their hopes and fears, and respond with understanding. Expressing your own feelings 
in healthy ways can help them recognise they are not alone. If they resist opening up to you as a parent, try to provide some 
opportunities for them to talk with family or friends they may feel more comfortable confiding in. They might also want to express 
their feelings through other avenues like stories or poetry, art, music or physical activities. 

✓ Be positive 
Guide children to think about the positive things about the change - e.g. the chance to make new friends, new interesting subjects to 
take at school, or a fun activity to do in the new location - and healthy ways to respond to the challenges - e.g. keeping in contact 
with friends from the last location, or creating a scrapbook or photo album of their former community, school, home and friends. 

✓ Recognise signs of stress 
Children, particularly younger children, are often unable to articulate their feelings and thoughts as adults do. If they are having 
trouble dealing with stress and changes during deployment, it will often present in their behaviour or in health complaints. Observe 
children for signs of stress, as they can be easy to miss when you are tied up with all the preparations and practical things to do for a 
move. 

✓ Provide security, stability and a friendly ear 
An important aspect of settling children into any environment is to make them feel secure. 
This security may just be a feeling that the family is together, or that someone will be there 
when they need to talk. Be available for your children, both by being there and by taking a  
genuine interest in what they feel, say and do. After the move, resume normal family  
routines as soon as possible (e.g. bedtime, chores, discipline, story time or traditions). 

✓ Celebrate 
Congratulate children on positive ways they find to manage the challenges of the move.  
Celebrate milestones and achievements in the move, such as finishing packing up a room,  
or arriving in your new location. Make sure to take time out to relax and spend time  
together as a family. 
 
We are here to support families through these times of change.  You can contact us here at school or contact the Defence Family 
Helpline on 1800 624 608 for 24-7 support, advice or referral if you or your children are experiencing difficulties with the move. 
 
Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor. 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ceis.org.au/yes
http://www.defence.gov.au/DCO/Military-life/Moving-relocation/kids.asp


                                 
    

   

Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on Preschool 

A few reminders 

• The preschool concert is next week: 
Tuesday 4 December for M-W groups  
Thursday 6 December for W-F groups 
We will be performing in the school hall at 9.15 
am. Please feel free to come for a short play at 
the preschool after and some morning tea to 
share with your child. 

• Please ensure you child has a labelled hat AND 
sunscreen as the weather warms up. 

• Enjoy these last few weeks at preschool before 
the summer Holidays! 

The Preschool Team 
Stacey, Merrin, Ni, Taryn, Nicola, Kelly, Michelle and 
Merrie. 

Term four is nearly over and we are getting ready to farewell all our preschool children as they ready themselves to go to 
Kindergarten next year. We have had such a wonderful time getting to know, play and learn with the children over the 
year and have enjoyed being a part of their first experience of being at school. 

 Bus Wash 

This term the children were able to have the truly iconic 

Canberra experience of going on the bus wash. They 

went for a drive around Bruce before arriving at the Bus 

Depot and seeing where the buses are filled with Diesel, 

where the mechanics fix the broken buses and going 

through the wash itself. On our way out, we all had our 

tickets checked and had to yell really loud to wake up 

any sleeping buses!! 

 

  
Outdoor Play 

The warmer weather has meant that the children have been able to engage in 

more of their learning outside during the day and this term the preschool also 

participated in National Outdoor Classrooms Day. The children enjoyed taking 

their indoor investigations outside and having sustained play in the outdoor 

environment.  This time for sustained play allows the children time to ask 

questions, solve problems and engage in critical thinking while they manipulate 

and explore things like sand, water, cars, blocks, as well as everything that the 

natural environment has to offer. 

 

Don’t forget to ask your child what we are growing in the garden? 

Or where the worm farm is?  

Or what creatures they have found? 

 

 



                                 
    

   
  

This is our last newsletter item for 2018 and we would like to wish you all a safe and happy holiday. It has 

been a pleasure working and learning together this year. 

Kylie, Fiona, Megan, Rebecca and Nat 😊 

 

 

 

Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on Year 3 Neverland 

Our inquiry unit this term brings together some of our favourite learning, measuring, shapes, building and 

art. We are busy creating our own class city. Designing, planning and building a 3-dimensional birds eye view 

of suburbs, parks, museums and even tourist attractions, like the world’s longest ladder!  

 

 

Year three are busy practising for the school concert, we are 
excited for you all to see our amazing dance moves! For our 
costumes this year students will need to bring: 

3KA - black long pants and a black t-shirt 
3FM - black or red t-shirt and pants   
3MD – harem pants and black singlet top 

 

As the year winds down, we have been enjoying playing some 

maths games. This has been a great way for students to 

consolidate their learning and practice their mathematical 

number recall.  

  

As we are approaching the end of the year we would like to share our learning with you! 

 
In writing this term, we have been focusing on biography writing. 

The children have already researched and written a biographical 

piece on a famous person. They then used this information to 

give an oral presentation to the class. The children did an 

amazing job at this, speaking clearly and presenting a range of 

interesting facts about an assortment of amazing people. We are 

now working on our autobiographies, writing an entertaining and 

detailed of our own lives. 

 



                                 
    

   
 

 

PAYMENTS FOR 2019  

ARE NOW WELCOME  

Book Packs for 2019 remain at $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar).  

 

BOOK PACK AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 
Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK 

PACK 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library Trust Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 

001615) and via our website using Quickweb  

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment 

The Fee Code VCBP18 or 19 

 

Not sure what payments you have made for 2018? We are happy to check for you.  

Leanne, Ros and Cait. 

 

 K-6 Concert tickets send home 

 Year 5 and 6 in 2019 Camp Cooba– 

Expression of Interest and deposit 

 Preschool 2019 paperwork finalised 

 5/6 day out note 

 

 

 

 All absent days from school must be 

explained in writing to the school as 

soon as possible. This can be done in 

advance where known or when 

returning after an illness. It can be 

explained by a paper note or email to 

the teacher or through the convenient 

eForm on the Skoolbag App. 

 

SCHOOL ABSENCES 

NOTES SENT / EMAILED HOME  

School Executive 

jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

School Psychologist 

judy.marriott@ed.act.edu.au 

Front Office 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

DSTA 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

5/6 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 

mia.grant@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.vangalen@ed.act.edu.au 

jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au  

justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 4 

henry.warre@ed.act.edu.au 

michelle.ashworth@ed.act.edu.au 

amy.craven@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au  

 

 

 

LSU  

stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 

nicholas.neeson@ed.act.edu.au 

LSUA 

christopher.moon@ed.act.edu.au 

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au 

Preschool 

merrin.walsh@ed.act.edu.au 

taryn.cameron@ed.act.edu.au  

stacey.hodgson@ed.act.edu.au 

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 

nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au  

merrilyn.pepper@ed.act.edu.au  

Specialist Teachers  

sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

rowena.king@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

Year 3 

kylie.apps@ed.act.edu.au  

fiona.mcewan@ed.act.edu.au 

megan.durham@ed.act.edu.au 

rebec.kirpson-colley@ed.act.edu.au 

natalie.walker@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 2 

symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 

tanya.maybury@ed.act.edu.au 

lisa.riepon@ed.act.edu.au 

alison.nilon@ed.act.edu.au 

sophie.dash@ed.act.edu.au 

leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 1 

jane.baillie@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.jelbart@ed.act.edu.au 

sarah.baird@ed.act.edu.au 

peter.knights@ed.act.edu.au 

alexandra.avis@ed.act.edu.au  

Kindergarten 

camille.wise@ed.act.edu.au 

tiffany.dobson@ed.act.edu.au 

karina.harris@ed.act.edu.au 

kacey.tait@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

STAFF EMAILS 
 

 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment
mailto:jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   

 

  

Wrap Up… 
A huge thank you to Leeanne Walls for 

coordinating the fair! 
And to the many community members, staff and 
students (past and present) who volunteered on 

stalls, donated silent auction prizes, potted 
plants, made popcorn & fairy floss, prepared 

meals in the cafe, donated baked goods, 
recycled rubbish, donated books, set up, packed 

down, and the list goes on… thank you! 
We look forward to sharing the final total raised 

as soon as possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Preloved uniform shop is now 
open every FRIDAY morning from 

8.30 am until 9.15 am. 
Hats can be purchased through the 

canteen Wednesday to Friday. 

 

 

The final P&C meeting this year 

will be held in the library next 

Thursday 6 December  

at 7.00 pm. 

All welcome! 

 

 

P&C NEWS 

 

To contact the P&C, email maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com (please note this email is checked weekly). 
 

 

 
A few of the preschool tea towels are available for sale, $13 each. If you 
would like to order a tea towel please contact Liz Swann by Wednesday 5 
December 2018. Email lizswannschool@gmail.com 

 

Dear School Bankers! 

SCHOOL BANKING is on Wednesday mornings in the canteen from 8.30 to 9.00 am.  
To explore more about School Banking visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 
This Friday 30 November is the last day to order rewards! If you want to get a reward and have 10 Dollarmites please 

email me (ilona.kuss@iinet.net.au) with your name, class and the reward item you want.  

Many thanks to all school bankers and their parents for your consistent  

saving this year. Our school has received over $500 from the 

Commonwealth Bank thanks to your efforts! Great Job! 

 

Ilona, Maribyrnong School Banking Coordinator.  

mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
mailto:lizswannschool@gmail.com
http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
mailto:ilona.kuss@iinet.net.au


                                 
    

   KEEP CONNECTED @ MARIBYRNONG 

LIBRARY NEWS 

  

COMMUNITIES @ WORK 

 

Yes, it is that time of the year again.  The Great School Library Book Hunt has begun!  Please have a good look at home and return 

any school library books.  Regular Library borrowing has ceased for the year and all books are due back by Friday 7 December. 

 

If your child has lost their Library book please come and see me or email keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au so we can discuss 

replacement options.  

 

I would like to thank all the parents who spent time helping in Library this year, especially those who braved the world of contacting 

books.  I would also like to thank Ana Stokic who organises the Scholastic Bookclub for the school. 

Keilly Pownall. 

 

 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
Ph: 0405 124 312 

 
Please notify Before and After Hours Care if your child is not 

attending their booking. 
 

 

✓ Through your App store download the 

Skoolbag App - Maribyrnong Primary to 

keep up to date with news, alerts, 

complete absence or excursion notes. 

 
 

✓ The Maribyrnong website 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/home 

So much  useful information including the full  

year calendar, school payments, uniforms and 

important links for information. 

 
 

✓ Like us on FACEBOOK for updates: 

Maribyrnong Primary School-Kaleen  

 
A great way to check what’s ‘On the calendar 

this week’  and general school updates as 

they happen. 

 

✓ P&C Class Carers (CC) for K-6.  

This is an opt-in method of communication. 

Email your name, children names and 

teacher/year level to our CC coordinator 

Lauren laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au  

and she will forward your details to the CC or 

you can complete the eForm on the Skoolbag 

App.  

 

 

 

mailto:keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/home
mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au

