
 

  

 

Our classrooms and outdoor environments continue to be exciting places of 
collaboration and learning! The information below in my report is of some importance, 
however, please ensure you take the time to look further into our Possum Press this 
fortnight at our ‘Lights on Learning’ segment. The rich learning opportunities provided 
for our children are what we are all about at Maribyrnong! 
 
Consultation for our School Grounds Plan 
Paul Barnett (architect) has been working closely with us as we gather concepts and 
ideas that will contribute to our overall plan for our school grounds. This week, Paul and 
his team spent some time with year 6 students exploring possibilities for our outdoor 
learning spaces and gathering ideas. Year 6 children will continue this work in the 
coming weeks. Our Student Representative Council (SRC) and kindergarten students will 
also be spending time with Paul and his team to put forward their ideas. A reminder 
that Paul will also attend our week 8 P&C meeting to talk with parents, carers and 
members of the wider community. 
 
Kindergarten – Year 2 Principal’s Morning Tea  
What helps you learn best? If you could change one thing at Maribyrnong, what would 
it be? These two questions drove the discussion around the table at last week’s 
principal’s morning tea for students in kindergarten, year 1 and year 2. As always, the 
ideas from our children provide insights into their world, their learning and what’s 
important! Children were able to: articulate how helpful repetition is for them when 
they learn new concepts, talk about their desire to work in groups and collaborate with 
peers, show the importance of asking clarifying questions and identify the need to take 
movement breaks to keep their brains switched on.  
Suggested changes for Maribyrnong included (but were not limited to): having longer 
skipping ropes available, including a bike track in the playground area, having a slippery 
dip with twists and turns, everyone having their own personal card activated spinner in 
the playground and a trampoline centre. Thankfully I was able to commit to the longer 
skipping ropes! 
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FRIDAY 21 AUGUST : T3 W5 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

August 
24  SAS Implementation 
24-28 Book week postponed 
27 3/4 Touch Football 

(selected students) 
31 School Survey close 
September 
1 Year 3 Birrigai Day Camp 
10 P&C meeting 
17  Athletics Carnival K-6 
21 Virtual Learning Journey@ 

 home 
22 Year 5 Birrigai Day Camp 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DATES 
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ACT Science Week- Satellite ‘Selfie’ 
You may have seen our acknowledgement of ACT Science Week on 
various social media channels earlier this week. With the recent cold 
and wet weather, it looks like we chose the best time to head out 
onto the top oval and form the shape of a blue whale in actual 
dimensions. It looked a little wonky from the sky, however, getting 
almost 600 students coordinated for this activity was no small feat. 
Thank you Mrs. Mac for your organisation! This was in line with the 
theme for National Science Week, Deep Blue. 
 
School Administrative System (SAS) 
On Monday 24 August, our school will progress into the third stage  
of implementation of the new School Administration System (SAS).  
So far, the program has helped to bring digital roll marking, parent/ 
carer SMS communication and wellbeing processes across all ACT Public Schools. This is a major step for our school and the 
Directorate as we move away from the MAZE system as our source of student and financial information. 
The Directorate’s SAS team will be working very closely with us to ensure that the correct support processes are in place to 
ensure that the transition is a success. 
As we transition into the new modules of the system over this period, information will be provided to the school community 
about new features that enhance or change current school processes. This update is particularly exciting for the administration of 
our school as previous releases have been focused on teacher use. This will also mean that we will cease our subscription of the 
Skoolbag App as this new roll out will now deliver the features that were offered previously through Skoolbag. 
We expect this to be a smooth transition and appreciate your support and understanding during this time. As always you can 
contact the school office if you have any questions or concerns that may arise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Satisfaction Surveys 
Over 100 parents and carers have already completed the 2020 School Satisfaction & Climate Survey but, for the results to reflect 
the opinions of our whole school community, we need as many of you as possible to complete the survey before 31 August.  
If you cannot locate the unique survey link sent to you on Monday 10 August (your child’s name and school will be in the first line 
of the email) or did not receive one, please use this link to take the survey:  
 
https://tinyurl.com/y6y8owmj  
 
You will need to have your child’s Student ID handy. To complete the survey for a second child, simply click on the link again. 
Thanks to all our families who have completed the survey; your feedback is appreciated. 
 
University of Canberra Pedagogy Content Knowledge (PCK) Preservice Teachers 
Our strong link with the University of Canberra continues despite COVID interruptions. This week we welcomed approximately 
twenty preservice teachers who are working with small groups of students in year two on an arts module which includes music, 
drama, dance, visual art and media. It is wonderful to see the high levels of engagement and deep learning already occurring 
through this program. 
 
Staffing Update 
Penny Day has recently moved into the executive teacher role for the 5/6 teaching team. This position had previously been held 
by Keilly Pownall. Keilly will continue at Maribyrnong supporting students and families and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Keilly for her hard work in this executive role over the last two years. Keilly’s significant contribution has been a key part in 
maintaining stability for Maribyrnong whilst other leadership changes occurred. 
 
Regards,  
Andrew Buesnel. 
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Preschool 
 
Preschool have been exploring different occupations 
during indoor investigations. Some of our provocations 
that allow children to broaden their understanding of 
these roles in our community include an airport, 
supermarket, space exploration and a wildlife hospital. 
The children have also been learning a new song about 
planets and sharing their knowledge of space with their 
peers. Check out our amazing play spaces! 

 

 
 

 

Kindergarten 
 

Last Thursday, Kindergarten celebrated their 101st day 
of school. The day was filled with experiences and 
activities that celebrated how much we have learnt 
and grown this year. We went on a scavenger hunt 
around the school to search for 101 Dalmatians and 
practised describing where we found them using 
diagrams and language of location.  
We also reflected on our favourite part of school so 
far, which included learning new things, making new 
friends, and what our favourite learning areas are. 
Check out our 101 Dalmation masks we made. It is so 
exciting to be 101 days smarter! 

 

Year 1 
 
Year 1 is continuing our study on money. We are learning 
to identify the features of Australian coins and that their 
value is not tied to their size - imagine that! Our literacy 
focus this term is on recount writing. We are recounting 
everything from the books that we read in class to 
activities that we have participated in. We are learning to 
sequence our thoughts so that we can remember and 
write our recount accurately.  
We are greatly encouraged by the high turnover of home 
reading books. Please do keep bringing the home reading 
folders each day so your child can change their books 
daily. 
This term, our unit has their specialist lessons - Music, 
Library, Science and PE - on Monday after B1. As we are a 
Sun Smart school, all students are encouraged  
to wear a hat when outside. Extra hats 
can also be purchased at the uniform 
shop if your child doesn’t have one.  

 

Year 2 
 

Year 2 are well on their way to becoming Wellness 
Retreat experts. We are building our knowledge of 
how to live healthy lifestyles and how to support 
others to do the same. Be sure to look out for our 
advertisements to ensure you are able to book your 
visit to Waratah Wellness Retreat.  
The children in year 2 are engaging in enriching 
reading experiences to help build our skills. Milo 
reading has been a big hit for all and is providing for 
some wonderful opportunities to enjoy our 
independent reading. This term we are also looking at 
how to write instructions. We are learning how 
important it is to be clear in our instructions. This was 
evident when we made Fairy Bread.  

 
 

 

Lights on Learning! 

  

 
 

 



     

  

Year 3 
 

Year 3 have been busy delving right into storyline, exploring all 
aspects of Indigenous histories and culture. On Tuesday, we were 
lucky enough to have local Wiradjuri man Adam Shipp come and 
teach us all about bush tucker, and how Indigenous people 
traditionally used native plants for medicine. Did you know, the 
gum leaf from a Eucalypt when crushed gives off a peppermint 
scent? When sucked, this is very good to aid a common cold!   
We also learned that our beloved Wattle plants give off seeds that 
are actually eaten and enjoyed by many!  
Adam showed us how certain plants can be woven to end up as 
strong as rope and how many of these native plants and bushes can 
be found in our own backyard. Infact, Maribyrnong Primary has 
many in our own school grounds! Even one that is traditionally used 
in Indigenous cultures as a bandaid.   
Finally, because we have had a huge  
Focus on hygiene of late, Adam  
Showed us how to wash our hands  
using ‘bush soap’. Our hands have 
never felt so clean, soft and smooth! 
 

Year 4 
 

This term during literacy we are focussing on 
informative writing. We are learning to 
structure text using subject specific 
vocabulary, adjectives and connectives of 
times. In Mathematics we have been 
representing equivalent fractions converting 
improper fractions to mixed numerals. We 
are about to focus on making connections 
between fractions and decimals to tenths and 
hundredths. On our journey around Australia 
we have made it to our first destination of 
The Great Barrier Reef. We identified issues 
that are causing harm to the natural 
environment and how we can all help to 
reduce the impact of these threats. Our next 
stop will be to a place that is 24 metres higher 
than the Eiffel Tower, extends 2.5 kilometres 
underground and takes 3.5 hours to walk 
around. Can you guess where we are going? 
 

   

Year 5 
 

We have been having fascinating discussions about gold. Chris 
from Geoscience Australia, was a guest speaker last week and gave 
an exciting and interesting presentation about the uses of gold, 
formation of gold and gold mining in Australia. He handed around 
some fabulous samples of rocks (unfortunately, not gold), and we 
could peel off mica sheets and see a range of formations and rock 
types.  
Storyline has also meant we are ‘mining’ for gold, purchasing items 
from the shop, such as picks, food, tents and if we are lucky, 
cradles. Students are experiencing the thrill of finding gold, as well 
as the unfairness of licencing systems and trooper penalties. We 
are recording our experiences, as well as the assay price in 
journals.  
Division is our topic in Maths - we are learning a few different 
strategies, and realising how important it is to learn our times 
tables! Long division is currently the method of choice in 5JF! 
On Wednesday we are looking at budgeting and personal finances. 
This is tricky at the moment with few shops accepting cash, but we 
are linking this unit with the  
Gold storyline. Our science unit on  
Space involved using the 
 https://stellarium-web.org/ site –  
perhaps your child could show it to 
you! It shows the sky currently, as 
well as on selected dates in the past 
and future. We are looking at the claims 
that the Earth orbits the Sun, and the Moon, orbits the Earth. 

Year 6 
 

Year 6 is a hive of activity with students 
developing their enterprise and operational 
plans for their businesses. Groups are working 
on a huge variety of social and environmental 
enterprises including; ‘The Bird Box Boys’ who 
are developing an education program to build 
awareness around our local endangered Superb 
Parrot community; ‘Team Bees’ who are 
working to improve bee habitat by making and 
selling beeswax wraps and using the funds to 
plant bee-attracting gardens; ‘Sports Pros’ who 
are developing a coaching program for younger 
students to develop their handball skills and 
build social connections; ’Little Chefs’ who are 
collating a Year 6 lockdown cookbook and 
‘Crafty Cards’ who are recycling paper to make 
cards to send to isolated people during 
lockdown. Our next step is building our brand 
including developing a logo, a motto and a 
jingle and using all these to  
promote the  
incredible social  
and environmental 
enterprises that  
students have  
developed. 

 
 

 

Lights on Learning! 
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Lights on Learning! 
LSUA 

 
Students in the LSUA have been challenging themselves this week with 
attending their integration sessions and creating intriga shared work of art on 
canvas inspired by traditional Aboriginal art forms.  
 
Our year 6 students are creating their own enterprises in their partner classes 
working in groups with their peers. The businesses have a focus to help adults 
and students manage their emotions while under stress. An excellent modus 
operandi for a business venture in 2020! 
 

LSU 
 
Students in the LSU have been working on information texts, diagrams and 
labels in their learning about the human body. These wonderfully coloured 
labels are being shared in our Rainbow Room. We are also looking forward 
to learning more about the human body from visual and media texts this 
term. Ask your children about the parts of the human body they can name  
after their Science time. 

 

 

   

  

Christian education occurs if parents request it for their children, under ACT legislation. Sessions are coordinated by CEIS, 

using approved resources and volunteers. If you wish to add your child to the current attendance list please contact the front 

office or go to www.ceis.org.au/connect/parents/ . 

 

 

Term 3 – Bible Bonanza 

This term the CEIS team will present ‘Bible Bonanza’ at our school. Through a 

series of interactive tasks students will go on an exciting adventure through the 

‘one big story’ told in the Bible to think about the question: ‘What is the Bible?’ 

Only students with permission will attend.  

 

http://www.ceis.org.au/connect/parents/


     

 
A message from the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development 
 

In the ACT there are 88 public schools, over 49,000 public school students and around 3,800 educators. 

But of course, I understand that for each of us as parents, the most important school is the school our 

children go to. That’s why I want to make sure that every public school is a great school. 

The ACT Government is upgrading and expanding public schools to make sure that learning 

environments are accessible and sustainable.  

The government is committed to ensuring that every public school has the infrastructure to support 

high-quality education and that’s why the government has been investing more than $115 million to 

upgrade public schools right across the Territory.  

 

Here at Maribyrnong Primary School the government has provided: 

- additional flagpoles to display the Australian, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags, to recognise and respect 

Australia’s first people, and demonstrate our commitment to reconciliation and an inclusive and welcoming community;  

- modifications to the small group learning space with the extension of an enclosed play area and an accessible toilet; and 

- accessibility works to the preschool including ramps and modifications to the bathroom to provide more accessibility for all 

students. 

 

Trip hazards have also been addressed at the school as part of the ACT Government’s $35 million fast track stimulus program to 

support local businesses and keep Canberrans employed. 

Every child and family has a place in ACT public schools regardless of their background or life circumstances. That’s why this 

investment into public school infrastructure goes beyond just the basic things that allow learning and teaching to take place. The 

ACT Government invests in public schools to make sure that every student has what they need to be included, and to learn and 

develop their interests, passions and life skills.  

The ACT Government has upgraded heating and cooling systems, reducing polluting emissions and making temperatures comfortable 

and conducive to learning in over 40 older public schools across Canberra.  

The government also provided 4,000 Chromebooks to schools at the beginning of this school year and a further 3,000 Chromebooks 

and 500 iPads were purchased for use during the COVID-19 pandemic to assist with remote learning. 

 Schools have seen upgraded classrooms, toilets, libraries, canteens and bike shelters, as well as gardens, landscaping and playground 

areas in schools to make sure that these spaces are positive and accommodating. 

As Canberra grows, the government is making sure that schools grow with it. Every child has the right to access education and the 

ACT Government is making sure that this right is equally ensured for every young person.  

 

Yvette Berry MLA 

News from the library 

Book Week 
You may have been wondering about Book Week. It is usually in week 6 term 3 but has 
been postponed. This has been a bonus for the Library as it has allowed us to explore the 
Science Week theme of Deep Blue. 

 
In each class we have read stories about different sea 
animals and engaged in art activities relating to the 
theme. 
Another bonus of the delayed Book Week is that you 
now have more time to think about your costume for 
the inevitable book character parade! (It may look a 
little different to previous years - watch this space!) 
Keep reading everyone, 
 
Ingrid 

 

 

 
 



     

 

What is happening at Possum Paws and Defence Activity Group? 

What a busy couple of weeks we have had at B1 on a Tuesday in the 

Library. 

Last week we created a beautiful wall hanging in recognition of 
National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day. 

This week we made beaded friendship bands for Relaxation Day.  This 
activity was so popular that we are bringing it back next week. 

If you would like to join the fun, come and see us in the library. 

Leeanne & Jackie 

 

Library Open Daily (except Thursdays) 
 
On these crisp Canberra mornings, the 
opportunity to curl up with a book sounds so 
tempting! Students can now have 15 minutes of 
warm reading time before the school day begins 
(except Thursdays). 

Defence School Mentor News 

On Tuesday 11 August defence students from kindergarten and year 1 were invited to participate in the 
“Tyler Turtle” program. 

The “Tyler Turtle” program is designed to help defence students in kindergarten and year 1 to 
understand their feelings, identify and manage worries that can arise from living a defence lifestyle such 
as the absence of a parent or relocation to new places.  

The program tells the story of a sea turtle called Tyler who becomes worried when his Mum needs to go 
away for a few days.  Students were then able to identify the concerns that Tyler had and looked at 
some simple strategies that they can use, just like Tyler, when they are feeling sad or worried. 

We then finished off by going outside to blow big bright bubbles (bubble mix) just like Tyler did when he 
was feeling happy again. 

This was an excellent opportunity for our younger defence students to come together to enjoy the “Tyler Turtle” program, 
meet some other defence students, share their ideas and engage in some very positive play and activities surrounding feelings 
and how to manage them. 

Thank you to all families who supported the program and thank you to 
the students who made the “Tyler Turtle” program so much fun. 
If you have any questions regarding the program or feedback, please 
let me know via my email address Jacqueline.Sampson@ed.act.edu.au 
 
Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Lice 
We have been notified of a case of 

Head Lice in the school. You are 

advised to examine your child’s hair 

to determine whether or not an 

infection has occurred. For more 

information and to access the fact 

sheet – Head Lice, visit: 

http://www.health.act.gov.au 

 

mailto:Jacqueline.Sampson@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.health.act.gov.au/


     

 

BOOK PACKS AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK PACK 

ONLY 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library  

Trust Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

including Book 

Pack 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Book Packs are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar).  

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 001615) and via our 

website using Quickweb  http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment   

 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 

 

 

 

How do I notify for an absence?   
An SMS is sent daily for any students that have an unexplained absence. 

The best way to notify us is to - 

▪ Reply to the SMS message sent by the school daily. This is the easiest way to notify 
 of the reason for absence when short notice is given. Note: we cannot reply to your SMS message if you ask a 
question. 

▪ Email the teacher. This is particularly helpful where advance notice is given for travel and longer absences. 
Email addresses for staff can be found on our website  - 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

▪ Email front office directly – 

maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au 

If you have any further questions, please contact the front office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 
 

 

 

 

The P&C will be opening up the Preloved uniform shop next week. 

We have a good stock of clean school shirts, trackpants, tights and fleece jumpers that will be available to purchase 

(cash only). 

 

When: Wednesday 

Time:  8:45am - 9:15am 

Location: Hall 

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we ask for your patience in advance.  The P & C would like to thank the 

community for your understanding and support over the past few months. maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list
mailto:maribyrnongPS@ed.act.edu.au
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GERRIC at the UNSW School of Education is proud to present 

an eight-part Gifted Parenting series. 

It’s common for parents of gifted children to feel confused about the educational needs of their gifted child. Sometimes, the 
advanced development of the abilities of a gifted child outpaces the child's physical development, and results in frustration for both 

parent and child. Additionally, challenges exist for parents in understanding the affective needs of gifted children, which may be 
very different to the rest of the population. 

We hope that this eight-part series will assist parents to develop a greater understanding of their gifted child's needs both at home 
and at school; interact with other parents of gifted children; and learn from current research and experts in the field of gifted 

education. 

This series is delivered online (via Zoom), 7-8:30pm Tuesday and Thursday nights, over the month of September will be led by our 
GERRIC academics: Associate Professor Dr. Jae Yup Jung, Dr Geraldine Townend, and Dr. Peta Hay. 

 

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

 

 
 
 

Confused about NDIS? Need help finding services? 
Marymead offers NDIS Support Coordination to 
supportyour family to navigate NDIS plans. This 

includes supporting 
you to best utilise the funds allocated. 

 
For more information please call Michelle 6162 5800 
 

EAL/D School Satisfaction Survey 

A paper copy of the survey can also be sent home with 

your child in a language other than English. If you would 

like to complete the survey in one of the following 

languages, please email 

michelle.ashworth@ed.act.edu.au:   

*Arabic  *Hindi 
*Burmese *Karen 
*Chinese *Korean 
*Dari  *Mon  
*Dinka  *Urdu 
*Farsi  *Vietnamese 

 

  

 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list
mailto:michelle.ashworth@ed.act.edu.au

