
 

  

 

Time certainly is a strange concept at present. It does seem surreal to think that we are 

getting close to halfway through the school year! We now have all our students back at 

school for the first time since this same time in term 1. It's exciting to be in classrooms 

and see the joy on staff and student faces as they interact in person rather than in the 

remote learning environment we've been in for the last 10 weeks. When I asked 

students in year 5 and 6, who are our most recent returns to school, what they missed 

most from face to face learning, their answers gave some interesting insights: 
 

‘Being back at school makes me feel a lot more organised. The timetable and schedule is 

much better at school.’ Alice 
 

‘I find it easier to work at school- there are less distractions!’ Caitlin 
 

‘The biggest difference for me between home learning and school was the amount of 

distractions I have at home. I find it easier to concentrate on my work at school.’ Jake 
 

‘It’s nice to be able to work in groups and discuss your learning at school. I couldn’t do 

that at home and really missed it.’ Josh 
 

Preschool Grounds Upgrade 

Work will begin on our preschool outdoor environment in the coming days. We are 

excited about what this work means for our preschool children and the creative play 

opportunities that will be made available for them. Please see the picture below for a 

concept of what the new environment will look like. Incorporated into the planning will 

be a dry creek bed that will run through the middle of the preschool space. This creek 

bed will also have the capacity for running water in warmer months.  
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CONTACTS 
 

June 
18 Board meeting 
 P&C Meeting 7.00 pm 
 

July 
1 Wear your Colour to school 
2 & 3 Reports emailed to families 
4-19 School holidays 
20 1st day term 3 
 

June & July 
Hats off in Winter. 

 

DATES 
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Semester 1 Reports 

Staff are currently working on end of semester 1 reports. These reports will include a reflection on student learning against 

specific achievement standards from the Australian Curriculum for English, Mathematics and general work habits as well as a 

general comment outlining other learning areas. ACT Government schools will not be providing A-E grades as a part of this 

reporting process based on the interruptions to face to face learning due to COVID-19. Reports will be emailed out to families on 

Thursday of week 10. We will also be providing parents and carers the opportunity for interviews early in term 3. 

 

Staffing Update 

Since our last newsletter we have farewelled Rachelle Wilkinson. We would like to wish Rachelle all the best for the exciting times 

ahead as she awaits the birth of her first child. Rachelle's hard work supporting children's literacy needs in the junior school will 

be continued by Michelle Ashworth. We welcome Michelle back from study leave to fill this important position. Michelle will 

begin in this role at the start of term 3. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Glen Croker for his work at Maribyrnong as our Building Services Officer (BSO) 

over the last two years. Glen has established himself as a key member of our school community in this time and will finish with us 

at the end of June. We wish Glen all the best for what's ahead! 

 

Masterplan 

In line with our preschool grounds upgrade, we are looking to have a masterplan drawn up for the outdoor learning environment 

for kindergarten to year 6. This plan will allow us to stage work over several years and target funding when it becomes available 

to specific areas. In parallel to our master plan being developed, we are keen to start working on the first stage of the plan. Thank 

you to the parents and carers that have expressed interest in being part of this planning. We also will be involving our students to 

ensure that their ideas and concepts are reflected in this planning. Please contact me (andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au) if you 

would like to be involved. 

 

Positive Behaviours for Learning  

Our Positive Behaviours for Learning (PBL) team have been continuing their work despite disruptions to face to face learning. This 

week we relaunch our focus on the different expectations for learning in our learning environments. Our new virtual morning 

meetings will be utilised to relay the messaging to students, and parents and carers are still able to access these through the 

Home Learning Hub link on the website. Also relaunching will be our student acknowledgement system of tokens. This will be a 

strictly ‘hands off’ system to ensure a germ-free celebration and reward! The team look forward to the positive vibes that 

celebrating engagement, responsibility and respect brings.  

 

Wear Your Colours  

To help students re-engage and remember their house groups, we plan to have a ‘wear your colours’ 

day on Wednesday 1 July,  week 10, (to include both preschool groups). Children will be encouraged 

to come to school in their house colours, or in rainbow colours if they are in preschool. 

 

Afternoon Collection of Children 

Thank you for your support as we have trialled different arrangements in the afternoons for the safe collection of children from 

school. We continue to streamline our car line method of collection for children who are being collected by car in the main 

carpark. Please observe the following points and support in the best way that you can: 

 

• Only use the main carpark if you are willing to wait for your child in your vehicle 

• Parents and carers should remain in their vehicle 

• Family name is displayed on dash for car line coordinator to announce 

• Parents and carers wishing to collect children in the school grounds should utilise Shannon Circuit gate, shop gates or 

scout hall carpark gate. 

• Parents and carers wishing to access the Shannon cct gate may wish to access Shannon cct via the top entry to 

Maribyrnong Ave (closest to Lawson) to avoid the car line.  
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Staying Safe Online 

Since we moved to online learning, we have had an increase in reports of students engaging in online activities that are not age 

appropriate. Social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat and Tiktok have a minimum age of 13. This minimum 

age is set at 13, as children younger than 13 often do not have the critical judgement skills to safely navigate these apps. These apps 

all have messaging functions where children can engage in conversations with known and unknown people. Content filters 

are also often ineffective in filtering out inappropriate content. The parent portal on the eSafety Commissioner website provides 

resources and advice for parents when making decisions about their child’s technology use.  

 

Community Input and Reflection on Recent Times 

This extraordinary time we have just experienced and are continuing to experience can provide us with a great opportunity to 

explore new ways to engage children in their learning now and into the future. 

What learning and positives can we take into the future – into our ‘new normal?’  What ideas can we take forward to support 

learning, school operations and processes?  I ask if you have three minutes to spare, please complete the three questions which can 

be found at the link below, to provide us with your feedback about what worked well during the pandemic lockdown and remote 

learning, and what suggestions you have for us moving forward.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftiQS3sAes9LDXU_SwUp7oJPS5y5AnnjJGYeZNh1JJtFa5Gw/viewform 

 

Regards,  

Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

 

School Sport ACT Virtual Cross Country 

 
A huge congratulations to the following Maribyrnong students who participated in the  

School Sport ACT Virtual Cross Country: 

 Thomas M, Lachlan M, Zach H, Samantha N, Chloe W, Jacob G, Aidan H, Amelia J, Diana M, Lewis M and Jamari R. 

 

 

 

A huge congratulations to the following Maribyrnong students who participated in the School Sport ACT Virtual 

Cross Country. Thomas Mona Soto, Lachlan Morrison, Zach Harvey, Samantha Nurse, Chloe Watkins, Jacob 

Gowland, Aidan Henry, Amelia Jensen, Diana Moncur, Lewis Matthews and Jamari Rutty.  

 

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftiQS3sAes9LDXU_SwUp7oJPS5y5AnnjJGYeZNh1JJtFa5Gw/viewform
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


     

Pre loved Uniform Pop up Shop! 
 

The P&C will be opening up the Preloved uniform shop next week. We have a good stock of clean school shirts, 

trackpants, tights and fleece jumpers that will be available to purchase (cash only). 

 

When: Tuesday 16, Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 June 

Time:  2.45pm - 3.30pm 

Location: Between the preschool building and the canteen  

BYO bags to carry goods. 

 

We will be abiding by social distancing rules and we ask for your patience in 

advance.  The P & C would like to thank the community for your understanding and 

support over the past few months. maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR NEWS 
June 1 not only celebrates the beginning of Winter here in the Southern Hemisphere, but it is also known 

around the world as the Global Day of Parents.  Established in 2012 by the United Nations General 

Assembly, Global Day of Parents recognises the role of parents in children’s lives. Parents are the anchors of 

the family and we need to recognise them for their commitment to children and nurturing relationships. 

During recent weeks families have had to manage changing circumstances and the challenges that this 

brings. Now more than ever families have had to be the foundation of our communities, maintaining 

wellbeing and security in unpredictable times.  

 

Global Day of Parents is a fantastic opportunity to: 

1. Connect and make some memories. Get out the family albums, journals and 

treasure boxes. Reminisce and maybe add some new memories. 

2.  Show your appreciation. Gratitude is a powerful emotion. Say thank you for one 

of the many things that parents do. 

3. Celebrate your family. Share a meal. Everyone can contribute their favourite part 

and enjoy being together. 

 

“Appreciate all parents throughout the world” is the theme of Global Parents Day 2020.  Not only parents but grandparents and 

great grandparents are also a part of this day. Take the time to visit, send a text or make a call. It will be appreciated. 

https://parenting.firstcry.com/articles/magazine-parents-day-a-day-dedicated-to-parenthood/ 

 

Possum Partners 

 

Good news!  Possum Partners is back.  

Possum Partners is an opportunity for defence family members to come together each 

Friday at 9.15am to work in partnership with the school on community service projects. 

At the moment we are limited with the things we can do. Just like everyone else we need to 

observe hygiene and social distancing. If you would like to join us please meet at U & Co café 

at 9.15am for a quick coffee and a catch up. 

Anyone is welcome to come along and join us as we are all working together to support our 

school. 

 

Stay safe and well.  

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Mentor at Maribyrnong 
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Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services  advertised.  

 


