
 

 

Wow! A lot can happen in the space of a fortnight. Since our last Possum Press, 

you have received a flood of information both from us as a school as well as 

from news channels, ACT Health, our ACT government and our Federal 

Government. As COVID-19 continues to impact our lives in so many ways, this 

Possum Press aims to give you the information you need to know now as a 

result of recent changes to our school environment. Thank you for your 

ongoing support as we make adjustments to best suit your child’s learning 

needs in the current challenging environment. We have received a lot of helpful 

feedback from families based on the recent rollout of our Maribyrnong Home 

Learning Hub.  

 

 

 

 

 

The hub can be found here: 

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/mps-homelearning 

 
 

 

Maribyrnong School   Ph: 6142 0570   
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     

 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 
 
Board Chair   Tim Bavinton 
timbavinton@gmail.com 
 
P&C President Christopher Watkins 
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday  
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work  
ph: 0405 124 312 
Before and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 

 
 DATES TO REMEMBER 

THURSDAY 2 APRIL : T1 W9 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

 
 

SUNDAY 5 APRIL  
Daylight Saving Ends 

Turn your clocks back 1 hour. 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/mps-homelearning
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:timbavinton@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   
  

  

To contact staff via email, please visit our website: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list 

Staff are continuing to engage in a range of professional learning opportunities so that 

we can respond as needed to feedback and best practice in this new arrangement for 

learning. I would like to personally thank our wonderful Maribyrnong families who have 

responded to recent changes and adversity in such a community minded way. Staff have 

been blown away by being told that their coffee had already been pre purchased and 

our canteen freezer has been filled with meals for families experiencing more need than 

others. Our community remains strong and we are so thankful for your ongoing support! 

Please understand that our intention with the new Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub is not for students to be online 

for extended periods of time. This hub is designed to be a checkpoint for children where they can be given direction 

in their learning for both online and offline activities and experiences. A school day and learning from home are two 

very different environments and our expectations for how learning happens in each of these environments should be 

different. Hopefully the infographic shown on the previous page is helpful and can stimulate some discussion in your 

family about differences between learning at home and learning at school. 

We also understand that there are a range of resources at school that could support your child with their learning at 

the moment as well as in an ongoing way. Staff have been preparing resource packs specific to each year level that 

are available to be picked up from the school immediately and over the rest of this week. As there is uncertainty 

about decisions that will be made in coming days and weeks regarding schools, we encourage you to come in and 

pick up a pack for your child/ren as soon as it is possible.   

 

We have spread out the pickup points for resource packs across the school to comply with current social distancing 

measures. Resource packs can be collected from the school between 9.00am and 3.30pm each day this week. 

 

Preschool:        pickup directly from preschool  

Kindergarten:  pickup directly from front office 

Year 1:                 pickup directly from individual student desks within the year 1 unit 

Year 2:                 pickup directly from wet area at 2LH/2PK end of unit 

Year 3:                 pickup through window near where the solar car used to be  

Year 4:                 pickup from individual student desks within the year 4 unit 

Year 5:                 pickup from individual student desks within the year 5 classrooms 

Year 6:                 pickup from wet area through door closest to shaded blacktop area. 

 

We are answering numerous questions from families regarding the new way we are approaching learning. We have 

attempted to capture the frequently asked questions on the next page in Lights on Learning! 

 

Take care and keep connected, 

 

Andrew Buesnel. 

andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list
mailto:andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   

Lights on Learning! 
Parents Frequently Asked Questions 

Q. Will my child fall behind? 

A. The simple answer...no! The content we are posting this term is revision of topics students have already learnt. 
This is to allow children to adapt to the new way of learning. Next term there will be new content but it will be prepared 
flexibly so students can access it whenever they can. Our teaching and learning teams are currently working on ensuring 
the online delivery is aligned with the Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards.   
 

Q. How much work should my child do each day? (online/offline) 

A. This will vary from day to day and week to week. Sometimes your child will be motivated and you may get 
several activities in a day, somedays you might just play in the backyard all day! The tasks set by educators will be 
flexible and can be completed at any time of the day and any day of the school week. All at once or spread out during 
the week! We do recommend a balance of screen/non screen based activities, outdoor activities, home responsibilities 
and freetime play. 
 

Q. What do I do with the work once it is completed? 

A. P-2 We have sent home resource packages that your child can use to complete the tasks that will be posted on 
the year level Blog. There will be a description outlining how the educators would like the tasks to be completed. 
 3-6 also have resource packages for students to complete some of the designated tasks but also some of the 

activities will require students to submit work into their Google Classrooms. The description in the task will give you 

specific details in how the activity should be completed and submitted. 

 

Q. How will the teacher contact my child and vice versa? 

A. We have several methods already used by our students.  
• Email 
• Commenting on Google Classroom (3-6) or Year Level Blog (P-2) 
• Phone calls  

 

Q. Where can I find the content? 

A. The Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub is your homepage! On this page you can access the Year Level Blog or 
Google Classrooms for your child. There is also a resource folder with plenty of resources to use at any time. Teachers 
may direct students to other sites from this space. 
 

Q. How can I find help as a parent? 

A. The Maribyrnong Home Learning Hub will have ideas, resources and tutorials to support parents (this will build 
over time). You can also contact your child’s teacher through email at any time.  Teachers will respond to your email 
during school business hours on the days they work. This may simply be “thanks for your email, I will find out and get 
back to you.” If you haven’t heard within 48hrs, you could contact another member of the teaching team.  
 

Q. How can I motivate my child? 

A. This may change from day to day and family to family. We suggest setting a daily routine and sticking to it as 
best as possible, this may be difficult at times! Your child may be motivated by a rewards chart or some set free choice 
activities. If you are finding it difficult to motivate your child please contact your child’s teacher for help. 
 

Q. What is my role as the parent? 

A. Your role is first and foremost, parent! It is your job to focus on the wellbeing of your child. This may mean 
creating a safe space with structure whilst also allowing them space for free choice and family time. You are also taking 
on the role as a learning facilitator. This does not mean you need to create teaching content for your child. This means 
you provide structure and routine at home to support the learning set by the teacher.  
 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/mps-homelearning


                                 
    

   
  

P&C UPDATE 
If you would like to stay connected to  

the P&C and join the distribution list,  

please let us know by emailing 

maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com. 

 

Easter Raffle 

Thank you to those who have donated towards this 

years Easter Raffle. The draw will look different this 

year, but we look forward to sharing the winners with 

you by facebook next week. Winners will be contacted 

by phone. 

  

DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR (DSM) 
I am certain that everyone is feeling like so much has 

changed in such a short time. We are learning 

differently, socialising differently and carrying out 

basic tasks differently.  Take heart though that some 

things stay the same. 

I am still available for contact on Tuesday 8.30am – 

3.30pm and Friday 8.30am – 12.00pm. I have had 

several families check in with me via email to ask 

questions, share how they are going and stay 

connected with the world outside their home. It is 

great to hear from many of you and reassuring that 

even though we need to adhere to social isolation 

rules that we are still trying to stay connected. 

Be kind to yourself and each other as we all try our 

best to get a handle on so many new ways of looking 

at things. We are here to help. Remember that we 

are only as far away as the phone or an email. 

Stay safe and well. 

Jackie Sampson  

Defence School Mentor 

Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 
Defence School Mentor Home Learning Hub 

Exciting news!  All Maribyrnong community 

members will be able to access our school Defence 

School Mentor, Jackie Sampson, on the Maribyrnong 

Home Learning Hub. 

When you access the Maribyrnong Home Learning 

Hub simply click on the Defence School Mentor 

Resources tab to connect with activities, information 

and resources.  

This is another way of staying connected with your 

community. 

 

 

 

The DSM is 

on the hub! 

mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   
 

 

SMS NOTIFICATIONS 
DURING PUPIL FREE 

PERIOD 

 
Unless you have let us know in writing 
your intentions during this period, all 
students are marked as unexplained 
and an SMS is sent daily.  

To notify of your specific intentions, for 
example, until the end of week or end 
of term one: 

▪ Reply to the SMS message sent 
by the school daily.  This is the 
easiest way to notify of the 
reason for absence when short 
notice is given. Note: we 
cannot reply to your SMS 
message if you ask a question. 

▪ Email the teacher or front 
office directly. This is 
particularly helpful where 
advance notice is given for 
travel and longer absences. 
Email addresses for staff can 
be found on our website 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act
.edu.au/principals_message/St
aff_contact_list 

If you are making daily decisions, that 
is fine, just respond to the SMS 
message daily. If you have any further 
questions, please contact the front 
office on 6142 0570. 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 

 
 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


                                 
    

   
 

Helpful links for families: 

 
❖ Woolworths has launched the ‘Woolworths Basics Box’ with the support of Australia 

Post and DHL. Available for $80, the ‘Woolworths Basics Box’ will contain meals, 

snacks and a few essential items. The price also includes contactless doorstep 

delivery by Australia Post within an estimated time of two to five business days of 

order. Woolworths will not be profiting from providing this service. For more info 

visit: https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/discover/community/news/basics-box 

 

❖ Emerging Minds have developed a video Talking to children about difficult events including how to manage 

media coverage 

 

❖ Psychological First Aid for children is an internationally accepted strategy that can be used anytime to 

provide basic steps in responding to children in distress 

 

❖ Headspace also provides good advice about how to cope with stress related to COVID-19 for young people 

 

❖ The Student Wellbeing Toolkit provides online resources to support student wellbeing 

 

❖ Beyond Blue have great ideas on looking after your wellbeing and supporting others. 

 

 Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/discover/community/news/basics-box
https://vimeo.com/394049129
https://d2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net/content/uploads/2020/01/10125044/Psychological-First-Aid-tipcard-FINAL.pdf
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/?stage=Live
https://beyou.edu.au/resources/tools-and-guides/wellbeing-tools-for-students
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/personal-best/pillar/wellbeing

