
 

  POSSUM 

PRESS 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM JEN 

With Learning Journey and Grandfriends Day only hours away, I do hope you are 
able to join us on Monday between 9.15am and 11.00am to celebrate the 
children’s learning over the past term. There has been much preparation within 
the classrooms, and the children are excited to share their learning which, across 
the school, will include travelling back in time through a time machine, exploring 
the wonders of the world through a travel expo, delving into business plans which 
are designed to make a difference to those in need, visiting a book shop, 
exploring what sustainable models at their best and experiencing a small 
producers expo of wares. We released a sneak peek of some of the children’s 
work on Facebook this week, we can’t wait to share the learning in its entirety 
with you.  
 
Goal setting with your child 
During your child’s Learning Journey you may be asked to comment with ‘stars’ 
and ‘wishes’ on your child’s work.  This could look like three stars and a wish or 
glow and grow feedback. The premise is the same.  
 
The stars or glow comments represent positive encouragement for happenings, 
ideas or activities that your child has experienced, such as:  

 I like this work because…………………...… 

 I like the part where you described the …...…...... It was really interesting.  

 I can see you have tried very hard with …….……...…  

 I enjoyed reading your story because ………………...…….  

 I can see how you ………………... to work out this problem.  
 
The wishes or grow comments are areas in which you would like to see your child 
develop at school, such as:  

 I am looking forward to seeing ……………...…….  

 I would love to see you use……… in your writing. 
 
Acknowledging our Grandfriends 
As we won’t be hosting a whole school assembly prior to the learning journey, I 
wanted to take a moment to acknowledge the role of grandfriends in our lives 
and those of our children.  
To me: 
Grandfriends are for stories about things of long ago. 
Grandfriends are for caring about all the things you know. 
Grandfriends are for cuddles and  singing you to sleep. 
Grandfriends are for sharing with you memories to keep. 
Grandfriends are for knowing all the things you're dreaming of, 
But, most importantly of all, Grandfriends are for love. 
 
Our grandfriends leave their indelible mark on each and every one of us. Monday 
is another opportunity to build lifelong memories such as these. I hope that you, 
whether a parent, carer or a grandfriend yourself, will enjoy sharing the learning 
journey with our students. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 

21 NO ASSEMBLY 

22 P&C 80’s TRIVIA night! 

24 Grandfriends Day & Learning 

 Journey morning 

26 P&C Disco 

27 Canteen- Special Pasta Lunch 

28 Yr 3 Zoo Excursion 

 Last Day of term 3! 

 
OCTOBER 

15   BACK TO SCHOOL TERM 4!! 

 

For the full calendar please visit: 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_c

ommunity/calendar 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

THURSDAY 20 SEPTEMBER: T3 W9 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar


                                 
    

   

KEEP CONNECTED TO NEWS AND UPDATES 

  

 

Staying Safe 
With so many families attending it is im perative that we adhere to the 
road rules and parking regulations. As a school who values all members 
of our community it is of paramount importance that carefully 
considered choices are made by us all. Parking options include the 
overflow car park, parking legally along Shannon Circuit, walking to the 
event, riding your bike there and carpooling with others. By working 
together, we can enjoy this event and celebrate our wonderful learning 
community. We look forward to seeing you on what promises to be a 
fun morning.  
 
Supporting your child’s reading development at home 
Over the past week we have had a number of requests from families about ways in which they can support their child’s 
reading development at home. The following may assist to guide you at home: 

 find a place to sit that suits you both 

 try to read for at least 5 to 10 minutes a day (read with, read to your child, or have your child read to you) 

 make time to talk about the book after you have read it 

 start with the title, look at the cover and briefly predict what the book might be about 

 ask leading questions such as ‘what happened in the book?’, ‘does this remind you of anything in your lives or 
anything you have read before?’ 

 encourage your child to retell the story to you 

 if your child misreads a word without changing the meaning (i.e. mother instead of mum), accept it 

 if your child becomes stuck on a word you can help them by: 
o pointing to the picture if it is relevant 
o asking a question to remind them of the context 
o re-reading the sentence up to the unknown word 
o saying or pointing to the first letter of the word 
o telling your child the word to avoid losing momentum 
o if the word can be read easily by sounding out the letters or digraphs (blends), encourage them to do this.  

 
Joining or Leaving Maribyrnong?  
If you are joining or leaving us at Maribyrnong please let us know as soon as possible, either through the SkoolBag App or 
via an email. Planning for next year is underway and knowing correct numbers is essential to this process. Thank you!  
 
Our wonderful educators will be on site during stand down to participate in three days of professional learning with 
nationally renowned educator, Dr Paul Swan. Dr Swan will be supporting us to further strengthen our approach to 
teaching numeracy, with key areas of focus including whole school planning, differentiation and mental computation skills 
and strategies. We look forward to sharing our learning with you next term.  
 
I hope you have a safe and enjoyable break . I look forward to seeing you back on Monday 15 October. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, 
Jen. 
 

 

 

Like us on FACEBOOK for 

updates: Maribyrnong 

Primary School-Kaleen  

 
A great way to check 

whats ‘On the Calendar 

this week’  and general 

school updates as they 

happen. 

 

The Maribyrnong website 

http://www.maribyrnongp

s.act.edu.au/home 

 

So much  useful 

information including the 

full  year calendar, school 

payment, uniform and 

important links for 

information. 

 

P&C Class Carers (CC) for K-6.  

This is an opt-in method of 

communication. Email your 

name, children names and 

teacher/year level to our CC 

coordinator Lauren 

laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.

au  and she will forward your 

details to the CC or you can 

complete the eForm on the 

Skoolbag App.  

Through your App store 

download the Skoolbag 

App - Maribyrnong Primary 

to keep up to date with 

news, alerts, complete 

absence or excursion notes. 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/home
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/home
mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au
mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au


                                 
    

   
  

 

 

DSTA NEWS FROM JACKIE 
 

Last newsletter we looked at why art can be such a great “take anywhere” activity for people who travel or move a lot. This 
newsletter we will explore the benefits of music as something that you can take with you wherever you go. 
 
Why music?  
Children are naturally interested in and attracted to music - listening to it, moving to it or playing it. 

 Music is a language, and children are oriented toward learning language. 

 Music evokes movement, and children need movement for their development and  
growth. 

 Music engages the brain and encourages abstract thinking. 

 Music's melodic and rhythmic patterns provide exercise for the brain and help 
develop memory. A good example of this is the alphabet song. 

 Music is an aural art and young children are aural learners. Infants begin learning  
from the sounds of their environment. 

 Music is perfectly designed for developing good listening skills. 

 Music activities involve the whole child, their desire for language, the urge to move,  
attention to patterns, initiating communication, responding to sounds. 

 Music is a creative experience which involves expression of feelings. Children often do not have the words to express 
themselves and need positive ways to release their emotions. 

 Music transmits culture and is an avenue by which beloved songs, rhymes, and dances can be passed down from one 
generation to another. 

 Music is a social activity which involves family and community participation. Children love to sing and dance. 
(Information taken from Early Childhood Connections, https://www.musikgarten.org/music_movement.cfm) 
 
Taking this one step further, learning to play an instrument can also be an enriching experience that can travel with you.  Some 
reasons to learn an instrument might be: 

 Learning an instrument can Increases memory skills. 

 Learning an instrument teaches a child how to create, store and retrieve memories more effectively.  

 Teaches perseverance and creates a sense of achievement 

 Learning to play an instrument takes a lot of time, patience and practice. As a child sets short term and long term goals and 
reaches them they will feel a sense of achievement and pride. 

 Improves Coordination. The physical motion of playing the instrument can also improve hand eye coordination. 

 Learning to play an instrument can help kids grow socially and academically. 

 Playing an instrument may seem like a creative act, but there are many parallels to math. Music and math are 
highly intertwined. By understanding beat, rhythm and scales, children are learning how to divide, create fractions and 
recognize patterns.  

 Improves reading and comprehension skills. Learning and playing music requires constant reading and understanding. Children 
identify a note on the page, recognize the note and how to play it. Learning to read and comprehend music can help in reading 
and understanding literature. 

 Creates Responsibility. Most instruments require some kind of maintenance or upkeep. This can be anything from oiling to 
tuning to cleaning. Encouraging children to stay on top of regular instrument maintenance creates a level of responsibility for 
them. 

 Exposes the student to culture and history. Music theory has a deep history and is most often a reflection of the culture and era 
it was composed in. Exposing a child to multiple types of musical genres (for example classical, contemporary, rock, jazz, blues, 
folk) will allow them to understanding the origins of music and can give children a deeper understanding of what they are 
playing. 

 Nurtures self-expressions. Children learning to play an instrument are able to find themselves creatively. By learning how to 
express themselves and their complex feelings they are able to find a way to show or play what they are feeling. 

 Improves Listening Skills 

 Playing an instrument requires children listen carefully to an array of different things and to listen for rhythm, pitch and speed. 
This concentration will improve their skills in music and in life. 

 Improves Social Skills. Music can be solo or in a group. When engaged in a group setting, this requires children and teens to 
work together to collaborate on a specific sound or song. Interacting with other kids will give them an opportunity to make 
friends. 

(Information taken from https://petersonfamilyfoundation.org/music-therapy/10-benefits-children-learning-musical-instrument/) 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Transition Aide. 

 

 

https://www.musikgarten.org/music_movement.cfm
https://petersonfamilyfoundation.org/music-therapy/10-benefits-children-learning-musical-instrument/


                                 
    

   
  

Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on LSU 
Can you believe that term three is almost over? What a busy term we have had enjoying the wonderful 

storyline programs with our year group classes as well as all of the great literacy, numeracy, science, music and 

library lessons.   

 

Each day students participate in many different PE 

activities. We have been utilising the equipment in 

the hall, the courtyard and the playground as well as 

going for adventure walks and bike rides around the 

school. Everyone enjoys getting their blood pumping 

and building up their gross motor skills daily. 

We hope you enjoy the last week of school and have 

a wonderful break! 

Stacey, Jacque and Nick! 
 

Each day this term we have continued to focus on 

each student’s ILP goals. This term we have been 

focusing on letters and their sounds, adding depth to 

our writing, letter formation, writing stamina and 

basic writing conventions. As well as students 

numeracy goals we have been looking at Australian 

money. We have investigated the different shapes, 

colours and pictures on the coins as well as their 

values. Some students are also looking at adding 

money values and using their skills to solve money 

problems. We will continue to focus on this and may 

get the opportunity to use our new found skills in a 

real life context at the end of our learning. 

 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed dressing up for 

book week this year. In Whoville we found 

two Cat in the Hat’s and somehow the 

Scarecrow, Tinman and the Lion from The 

Wizard of Oz found their way to Whoville as 

well.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi93-vwqrfdAhUEG3wKHX5UCpwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.amazon.com/Eureka-Seuss-Paper-Schools-Classrooms/dp/B000NNQSD2&psig=AOvVaw1VlNqGooAsFot_C_bW_jNR&ust=1536905922772952
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTjOjmq7fdAhXF5J8KHTp3ClMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/347903139938673967/&psig=AOvVaw0O2tXh42PPjSeJ1cuYiIbw&ust=1536906173483921


                                 
    

   
 

 

 

  

Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on Preschool 
We have had a busy term three at preschool, full of fun investigations and learning experiences! We have 

enjoyed exploring light and shadow with an overhead projector and loose parts. Many funny faces, shapes and 

patterns have been created. This experience has evolved into exploring shadows, shadow puppet play and re-

telling well known fairy tales through puppets. 

 

We have been enjoying the changes in weather 

and garden at the arrival of Spring. The children 

have been noticing the wattle, bulbs and 

blossoms blooming and noticing the mini 

beasts also coming out to enjoy the Spring 

changes. We are going to start investigating 

gardening and what plants need to grow. We 

are also exploring mini beasts and how they 

help our gardens! 

 

The Tumbletops 

have been 

exploring 

measurement. They 

have been looking 

at height and 

charting it and also 

measuring foot 

length. 

 

Please remember to… 

 Make sure you child has a sun smart 

hat every day for preschool.  

 Now that weather is warming up we 

will be experiencing more water play.  

Please make sure your child has a spare 

change of clothes in their bag. 

 Check if your child has sun cream in 

their preschool pocket. 

 

 

The Preschool Team  
Merrin, Stacey,Taryn, Ni, Kelly, Nicola, Michelle and Merrie. 

 



                                 
    

   

NOTES SENT / EMAILED HOME  2018 BOOK PACK AND  
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION PAYMENTS 

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK 

PACK 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library Trust 

Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

(Fee Code 

VCBP18) 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

Book Packs for 2018 are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  (the school 

matches your contribution dollar for dollar). Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, 

internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 001615) and via our website using Quickweb  

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment 

Not sure what payments you have made?? We are happy to check for you.  

Leanne and Ros. 

 Year 4 camp FULL CAMP NOTES  

and payments  ASAP 

 Year 5 and 6 in 2019 Camp Cooba– 

Expression of Interest and $50 

deposit. 

 Year 3 National Zoo & Aquarium  

excursion – 28/9/18 

 Kindy Filming permission 

 Canteen Special Lunch due 

MONDAY 24/9/18 

 P&C Preschool Tea Towel order 

form due 19/10/18 

 

MARIBYRNONG NEWS 

 

 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment


                                 
    

   
  

 

P&C NEWS 

 

The Possum Pantry 

Canteen 

 
PASTA SPECIAL LUNCH  

orders close on Monday 24/9/18 

We need helpers on the day!!  

Contact Rouvaye or Andrew in the  

canteen or call on 6241 5974 for more 

information and if you are available to 

help in the canteen.  

 

 

Hi everyone, 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT *THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 22 SEPTEMBER* 

We have just a few days until the Trivia Night at the Belconnen Labor Club. Final 

tickets can be purchased throught the front office for $15 (cash only) TOMORROW, 

Friday 21 September. Doesn’t matter if you know nothing about the 80’s… come 

have a laugh, get to know some people and support our great school. A big thank 

you to Paulina and her team for the effort that has gone into this! 

 

SCHOOL BANKING - New coordinator needed for 2019 

Ilona, our current school banking coordinator, has taken on the role of P&C 

Treasurer and so we are looking for a new Combank Coordinator for next year. 

Term four would be a great time to learn the ropes and transition into this for 2019 

as Ilona is happy to give you the training and support needed! Ideally two people 

could work together to provide this great service to the kids and be a back up for 

each other. In such a cashless society these days I think this is a really important 

lesson we can teach our children about banking and and the benefits of saving. 

Please email the P&C or contact Ilona directly ilona.kuss@iinet.net.au for more 

information about what is involved. 

See you at the DISCO on Wednesday night. We are excited to try something 
different as our school grows and we need lots of volunteers to make it a success. 
Please consider staying to help! All the info and rules were emailed last week from 
the front ofice. 
 
Ros R.  

 
 

TWILIGHT FAIR 

Friday 23 November 
Thank you to those who have clicked on 

the link to volunteer already! 

 
SIGN UP NOW to volunteer at the 

Twilight Fair . Get in early and get your 

pick of times and stalls! Click on this link 

http://signup.com/go/qSHNLKw   
It's Easy - you will NOT need to register 

an account or keep a password on 

SignUp.com. We suggest you sign up 

using your email address rather than 

using Facebook or another accounts. 

Note: SignUp.com does not share your 

email address with anyone. If you prefer 

not to use your email address, please 

contact the front office and complete a 

form to sign you up manually. 

 

 

To contact the P&C, email maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com (please note this email is checked weekly). 
 

mailto:ilona.kuss@iinet.net.au
http://signup.com/go/qSHNLKw
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com


                                 
    

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

COMMUNITIES @ WORK 

 

School Executive 

jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

catherine.dillon@ed.act.edu.au  

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

School Psychologist 

judy.marriott@ed.act.edu.au 

Front Office 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

DSTA 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

5/6 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 

mia.grant@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.vangalen@ed.act.edu.au 

jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au  

justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 4 

henry.warre@ed.act.edu.au 

michelle.ashworth@ed.act.edu.au 

amy.craven@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au  

 

 

 

LSU  

stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 

nicholas.neeson@ed.act.edu.au 

LSUA 

christopher.moon@ed.act.edu.au 

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au 

Preschool 

merrin.walsh@ed.act.edu.au 

taryn.cameron@ed.act.edu.au  

stacey.hodgson@ed.act.edu.au 

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 

nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au  

merrilyn.pepper@ed.act.edu.au  

Specialist Teachers  

sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

rowena.king@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

Year 3 

kylie.apps@ed.act.edu.au  

fiona.mcewan@ed.act.edu.au 

megan.durham@ed.act.edu.au 

rebec.kirpson-colley@ed.act.edu.au 

natalie.walker@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 2 

symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 

tanya.maybury@ed.act.edu.au 

lisa.riepon@ed.act.edu.au 

alison.nilon@ed.act.edu.au 

sophie.dash@ed.act.edu.au 

leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 1 

jane.baillie@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.jelbart@ed.act.edu.au 

sarah.baird@ed.act.edu.au 

peter.knights@ed.act.edu.au 

alexandra.avis@ed.act.edu.au  

Kindergarten 

camille.wise@ed.act.edu.au 

tiffany.dobson@ed.act.edu.au 

karina.harris@ed.act.edu.au 

kacey.tait@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

STAFF EMAILS 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
Ph: 0405 124 312 

 
Please notify Before and After Hours Care 

 if your child is not attending their booking. 
 

 
The Preloved uniform shop is now open every FRIDAY 

morning from 8.30 am until 9.15 am. 
Hats can be purchased through the canteen Wednesday to 

Friday or through Flexischools. 

 

 
SCHOOL BANKING is on Wednesday mornings in the 

canteen 8.30 to 9.00 am! 
To explore more about School Banking 

www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 

The October School Holiday Programs are now 

listed on the Communities@Work website. 

Enrolments are now open. 

Please contact Children’s Services Enrolments 

Team (CSET) 1300 212 273 or enrol via 

https://commsatwork.org/services/children/?cate

gory=school-holiday-programs#services 

 

 

P&C NEWS continued… 

P&C PLANNING FOR 2019 
How would you like to Celebrate Maribyrnong’s 40

th
 Birthday 

year in 2019?  Would you like to be involved in a P&C 

fundraising planning committee? We would love your ideas and 

look forward to hearing from you!   

mailto:jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking
https://commsatwork.org/services/children/?category=school-holiday-programs#services
https://commsatwork.org/services/children/?category=school-holiday-programs#services


                                 
    

   
COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS 

 
  

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK 
Support Maribyrnong by purchasing the 2018/2019 Entertainment 

Book (20% of every membership sold contributes to our School). Help 

us achieve our goal by sharing this link with your Friends and Family.  

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/27692k 

For more information, contact Leanne on 6142 0570 or  

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au  Thanks for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

Holiday Happenings App 
All users can freely browse the app to see what 

activities, programs and events are available during 

the up coming school holidays. 

https://www.holidayhappenings.com.au/ 

 

 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/27692k
mailto:leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.holidayhappenings.com.au/
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