
 

  

 

Transition from Remote Learning Back to Face to Face Learning 

Hi again everyone! Each time our Possum Press goes to print these days, there seems to 

be so much new information to share. In this edition, we focus our energy on moving 

staff and students back onsite after a period of remote learning. Our expectation was to 

be in this remote learning phase for longer and I would like to acknowledge the work 

and new learning that staff have undertaken to ensure that all children continued to 

have learning opportunities without being present and on site at Maribyrnong Primary 

School. The flexibility that has been on display in current times has been astounding! I 

would also like to acknowledge the significant work that is occurring currently and that 

will occur over the weekend in transitioning Maribyrnong Primary School from a Safe 

and Supervised Site (caring for many students from across Belconnen and beyond) back 

to ‘normal.’ There is much deep cleaning, furniture rearranging and logistical work that 

needs to occur to adequately prepare our learning environment for Monday 18 May, 

when our small group programs, preschool to year 2 students return. To say that staff 

are excited about seeing your children ‘in person’ again would be a huge 

understatement! 

 

Return to Face to Face Learning 

As we return to school over the next few weeks, things will still be a little different for 
students and familes. Please take a few minutes to watch the clip below and discuss 
these changes with children in preparation for their return. 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B-qJCGlWLz9od3tIXPWcHJ1PDGtKeH7T 
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THURSDAY 14 MAY : T2 W3 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

RETURN TO SCHOOL 
 

• Small group programs, preschool 
to year 2 return on Monday 18 
May (week 4) 

• Years 3 and 4 return on Monday 
25 May (week 5) 

• Years 5 and 6 return on Tuesday 
2 June (week 6) 

• From Monday 18 May, any 
students from years 3-6 that 
need to attend school are able to 
do so and will be supervised by 
staff as they continue their 
remote learning. 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B-qJCGlWLz9od3tIXPWcHJ1PDGtKeH7T
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:timbavinton@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   
  

  

Remote Leaning Feedback 
Our children are true champions. The way that they have adjusted to this ever changing landscape lately has been a testament to 
their resilience and ability to react and respond to such a dynamic and changing environment. Thank you for the positive way you 
have supported them and also supported us as we’ve navigated this tricky space together. There has been a lot of positive 
feedback coming to us from families as they’ve engaged with learning in this new way. I can’t include all the statements we’ve 
received, but here are just a few: 

• Video worked. What a great way to give feedback! Grace rewrote her opinions following your feedback.  

• Many thanks for the email.  The link worked ☺  And this type of feedback is fantastic. For this week’s missions we will 
date and label each piece with the Activity – very useful feedback.   

• I wanted to let you know, the maths videos you have made are excellent. Vinnie is currently working on the factions, 
making the fractions out of coloured bits of paper. He understands the instructions you have provided and working away 
on it totally independently from me. The rest of the slides are also very good too. I’m really not helping at all, except with 
occasional help with technology. 

• I just wanted to email you all directly to thank you for all your hard work over the past months (and before!). You guys 
have absolutely blown us away during this past two months. I have no idea how to even BEGIN to thank you. I am in awe 
of you as teachers, parents/carers, partners, friends, and co workers... and just the general Superhumans you are as 
people choosing this vocation. My heart was excited for you after the announcement this morning that some normalcy 
was coming, but it also sank for you to think you’ve put in so much work preparing for a full term of remote learning and 
the sheer exhaustion and emotion you must be feeling. I’m not sure there is any gift or any words to really capture how 
appreciative we are of you so hopefully this is a start. You guys are amazing. 

• I'd like to thank you all for how you've delivered remote learning to the boys. They've worked pretty well from home, but 
are missing school, as are most. Good luck with the next phase guys! 

 
Assessment and Reporting 
In normal times, teachers would prepare a formal school based report, including A-E grades, for each student at the end of the 
semester. Many families have been asking about what our approach will be to this method of reporting as we come out of the 
remote learning phase. At this point in time, we are waiting for our directorate to finalise plans so that we can be consistent with 
all other ACT Government schools. We thank you for your patience as we wait and prepare for what this might look like 
 
2021 Enrolments 
A reminder that enrolments for 2021 have opened for new students, including pre-schoolers for next year. The first preschool 
round will close on Friday 5 June. Please click the following link which will direct you to the online enrolment form: 
https://form.act.gov.au/smartforms/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=1087 
 
Returning to School 
Some key information was emailed out earlier in the week as we prepare to return to face to face learning. If you missed this, 
please see the information below: 

➢ Student Health Concerns 

• Parents and carers will be contacted and asked to support the school in the current situation by picking up their child from school 
if they are presenting with any health concerns. We appreciate your support and increased vigilance with this, particularly at this 
time. 

➢ Students with Compromised Immunity 

• We understand that there are families who will make the decision to continue to keep their children at home as the majority of 
children return to on site learning. This may be for a number of reasons, including compromised immunity. We are currently 
looking at how staff can maintain learning opportunities while also meeting the learning needs of children on site. This is 
something that all schools across the country are grappling with and more information about this will be sent out as our plans 
evolve. 

➢ Return of School Devices 
We ask that families return any borrowed devices and charging cables to the school when their child returns to face to face 
learning. This will allow us to sanitise each device before school use again. A station will be set up in the school hall on Monday 18 
May, Monday 25 May, Tuesday 2 June to sign devices back in. Please exercise physical distancing through this process. If you are 
returning a device outside of these dates, please sign them in directly through the front office. 

➢ Deep Cleaning of School Playground and Classroom Spaces 
Our directorate has engaged extra cleaning services to clean key surfaces in classrooms as well as the playground throughout the 
school day. A deep clean will also take place this Friday 15 May as we transition back from a Safe and Supervised Site. Soaps and 
hand sanitisers were in limited supply at the end of last term, however we now have these in bulk supply and each staff member 
will have access to appropriate hand cleaning products for allstudents in their care. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

https://form.act.gov.au/smartforms/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=1087


                                 
    

   
➢ Adult Volunteers 

As was the case at the end of term 1, we ask that parents and carers refrain from coming in to the school grounds whenever 

possible during the school day.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Andrew Buesnel. 

 

 

 

 

 

TOGETHER SONG 
 

Thank you to the students and families who contributed ideas and song lyrics for our whole school song. The song has now been 

written, incorporating as many ideas as possible. We’ll spend some time familiarising everyone with the song, looking forward to 

when we can all be back together in the hall to sing as one! 

Verse 1 

 

One but many are we 

We’re all different, we’re different and unique 

Ngunnawal land is where we meet  

You can find us, you’ll find find us on Alberga street 

 

We’re from Maribyrnong 

We come together, together, it’s been so long 

It’s time to celebrate and sing 

It’s our song, this is our song, let’s sing this thing! 

 

CHORUS 

 

It might be challenging and feel like forever 

What keeps us apart only brings us together 

We’re connected even from afar 

Maribyrnong is who we are! (G) 

(Last) Maribyrnong is who we are! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 2 

We missed playing with our friends 
There were invites, invites we couldn't send 
Mullanan, Bubal, Narra gunnawali 
We’re back together, together, no worries! 
 
The playground- it’s full again 
Monkey bars and slides from end to end 
In our house groups we will meet 

Our values shown, they’re shown, we are complete 

CHORUS (last line rpt) 

 

Lights on Learning! 

Follow this link for staff emails. 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/principals_message/Staff_contact_list


                                 
    

   

MINOR WORKS 

While we have had less students on site at Maribyrnong, we have taken the opportunity to have some work completed around the 
school. As students return, this work will be close to completion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
Our Learning Support Unit now has an all abilities toilet which means students will not need to travel all the way to the front office 
to access the bathroom. Part of this work has included an upgrade of the courtyard as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We have refreshed areas of the playground with 
new tanbark and soft fall. 

 

Repairs on some of our retaining walls around our trees. 

 

 
A new shed is being erected near our shipping 
container to store excess furniture and reduce 
clutter in classroom spaces. 

 

 



                                 
    

   
 

   

 
 

 

 
DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTOR (DSM) 

 

School has been very different lately. It has been tough to find our rhythm and keep a 
routine. For students, working from home and not having access to educators, friends 
and after school activities that they would usually do, has made it difficult to keep things 
positive at times. It is important for children to develop and maintain a positive attitude 
and understand that things will not always feel like they do right now. 
 

The Power of Positivity 
The wonderful thing about positivity is that it doesn’t just affect one area of your life. It 
affects every area. When you’re in a positive frame of mind, you can make better 
decisions.  
Here are 5 reminders about the importance of being positive. 
 
Ask for Help 
It’s easier to ask for help when you’re feeling positive. When you see an obstacle in your 
path, you’re more likely to reach out for advice and find success. 
 
Positivity can improve your health. 
Positivity makes it easier to relax and manage stress. You don’t have to spend the day 
feeling like you’re on a rollercoaster. 
 
Positivity increases your satisfaction in life and school. 
When you choose to embrace positive thoughts and look at things you’re grateful for, it 
will help you focus on all the good stuff around you.  
 
Positivity helps you grow. 
Positivity can be useful for taking risks and trying new tasks. Learning at home is the 
perfect opportunity to try a new skill, exercise in a different way or improve on 
something that you have already been working at. 
 
Learn from your mistakes. 
Being positive and taking a risk doesn’t mean everything will turn out the way we might 
have hoped all the time. People who learn from their mistakes focus on the positive side 
of things and continue to strive to achieve their goals. 
Stay positive everyone!  

 

Jackie Sampson  

Defence School Mentor 

Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

Alex and Mikey Warren welcomed a 

baby girl Spencer, on 6 May. 

Congratulations! 

mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   

 Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

Kindy Health Check Update 
 

Due to the redeployment of Registered Nurses during 
the COVID-19 pandemic response and the closure of 

schools, the 2020 physical component of the 
Kindergarten Health Check has been cancelled.  The 

Academic Unit of General Practice questionnaire data, 
completed by parents at the beginning of the 2020 

school year, has been collected as usual. The results of 
the questionnaire will be sent to the GP if consent has 

been given to do so. If parents have concerns regarding 
the physical check we recommend they see their GP for 
assessment. For more information please contact the 

School Health Team on 5124 1585. 
  
 


