
 

 

I write this report sitting on a small seat, at a low table in the kindergarten unit. I can’t 
think of a better place to be. What a joy to see and hear the buzz of excitement as new 
learning occurs! It’s amazing how quickly we settle into the routines of a new school 
year. I would like to thank all of our staff at Maribyrnong for their professionalism and 
preparation for 2020. It is one of the reasons we have enjoyed such a settled start to the 
term after a break that wasn’t as relaxing as hoped for many. Thank you for taking the 
time over the last week to meet with your child’s teacher and provide some insights into 
who they are as people and how we might be able to approach teaching and learning to 
best suit their needs. Our ‘Get to Know You Interviews’ are such an integral part of what 
we do and a key to the development of positive relationships between educators and 
families. Last week a link to our webpage was emailed out to all of you. This link directs 
you to our overviews which give a snapshot of learning and teaching that will occur 
throughout term one. Included in these overviews are some specific ways that you can 
support your child’s learning at home. This extra detail has been added to the overviews 
as a result of feedback received last year from the school community. We hear your 
desire to work with us in close partnership and know the benefits to your child’s learning 
when this partnership works well. If you have any feedback you would like to provide 
about whether this addition is helpful (or not) as you support your child at home, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
A new school year brings some subtle changes to the way we operate. Staff work 
together to optimise our time to benefit learning for all students. Our attitude at 
Maribyrnong is always one of school improvement as we continually seek ways to 
deepen student learning and strengthen their sense of belonging within the school. I 
have listed some changes that have occurred in the way that we do things since the end 
of the 2019 school year. 
  
 

Changes to Roll Marking and using SMS Messaging for Absences 
An important part of our transition into the new School 
Administration System (SAS) is sending SMS messages to inform of 
student absences.  You will receive an SMS message to let you know 
your child has been recorded as absent on the morning of their 
absence.  This will reassure you of your child's arrival at school and 
make it easier for you to keep your child's attendance record up-to-
date when they are absent. If you do not reply or explain in writing, 
your child’s absence will be recorded as “unexplained”.   
If students are arriving late during the day or leaving early, they 
must be signed in/out through the front office. 
 

SkoolBag 
Another change you may have noticed is that we no longer have the Absence eForm on 
the Skoolbag app. This form is no longer necessary as we now have the SMS system to 
notify of absences. You simply reply via SMS, with your child's name and the reason for 
your child’s absence and we will update our records. If you know in advance, you can 
email the teacher directly to advise them of extended leave, otherwise you can reply 
directly to the SMS message.  

 

 

Maribyrnong School   Ph: 6142 0570   
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     

 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 
 
Board Chair   Tim Bavinton 
timbavinton@gmail.com 
 
P&C President Christopher Watkins 
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday  
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work  
ph: 0405 124 312 
Before and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

THURSDAY 20 FEBRUARY : T1 W3 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW 

 

 

CONTACTS 
 

FEBRUARY  
19-21  Year 6 camp 
20 P&C meeting & AGM 7.00 pm 
21 Possum Play Playgroup 9.15 am 
26  P&C Event: Wear It Wednesday  
28 Clean Up Australia Day 

Whole School Assembly @2.00pm 
 
MARCH 
2-4 Year 5 camp 
4 Parent Reading Workshop 
9 Canberra Day Public Holiday 
10 Swimming Carnival 
13 Whole School Assembly @2.00pm 
16-20 Book Fair. 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:timbavinton@gmail.com
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   
  

Morning Assemblies  
The beginning of the school day looks a little 
different this year as many of you would already 
be aware. Students are able to use the play 
equipment closest to the sandpit, and play larger 
ball games (football, soccer) on the grass areas of 
the playground. Smaller balls games (handball) 
are permitted on the concrete and bitumen areas. 
Our morning assemblies occur on the basketball 
court (Kindergarten to year 2) and on the bitumen 
area under the shade cloth (Year 3 to Year 6). 
Each morning the bells rings at 8.57 am to give 
children the chance to stop their games/activities 
be lined up in class groups by 9.00 am. The aim of 
these assemblies is to create an opportunity to 
give children important information at the 
beginning of each school day, in line with our plan 
to roll out Positive Behaviours for Learning. We 
are also going to use these morning assemblies as 
an opportunity to celebrate student achievement 
each week as we present our student of the week 
awards on Friday mornings. Keep an eye out for 
the new look award certificates! 

Whole School Assemblies 
We will now be having whole school assemblies each fortnight on Fridays (unless 
otherwise advised) at 2.05 pm in the school hall.  This started last week and our 
year 4 children did an amazing job showing us their presentation on school values. 
Year 6 will be hosting each assembly with each year group rostered on to present a 
piece or item that gives a snapshot of their learning. This may be presented as a 
song, video, play, display of work or other form. The following year levels are 
rostered for assemblies in term 1, but I’m sure you’ll hear from your child well in 
advance for when you need to be an important audience member! 
   
House Groups 
There was great excitement in our assembly last week as our house groups were revealed. Students have played a major role in the 
selection of the theme for house names and senior students are now preparing their speeches as they put themselves forward for 
house leadership roles. As we continue to grow in numbers, we see the introduction of house groups as a key strategy in keeping 
students connected and as an opportunity to further build on our positive school culture. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome BBQ 
Thank you to those that were able to attend on Wednesday afternoon in the first week of school. This was another great 
opportunity to meet your child’s new teacher in an informal way over a sausage and piece of fruit. As always, we understand that 
making a time that is convenient for everyone presents a challenge. This year, we brought the welcome BBQ forward in an attempt 
to catch as many families who were at school for pick up. I’d like to thank our wonderful P&C volunteers who purchased a range of 
fruit and spent time preparing it for us all. The support we receive from our P&C is highly valued! I must also give a special mention 
to Chris from Supa Express Kaleen who supplied us with all of the bread for our welcome BBQ. Much appreciated! 
 

Have a great week,  
Andrew. 

Week 4 Year 2 

Week 6 Year 1 

Week 8 Year 6 

Week 10 (Thursday) Year 5 

 



                                 
    

   
 SCHOOL BOARD  

2020 BOARD 

NOMINATIONS

 
If you’re keen to contribute to the governance of 

Maribyrnong Primary School, you should consider 

nominating for a position on the school board in 2020. No 

prior experience is necessary. 

 

The following positions will be vacant from Wednesday  1 

April 2020. 

• 2 staff member positions 

• 2 parent and citizen member positions 
Nominations will open at 11:00 am on Monday 10 

February 2020.  

 

Nomination forms will be available from that date at the 

front office (9.00 am to 3.00 pm, Monday to Friday), or 

you can request one be emailed to you. Nominations 

must be submitted to the front office between 11.00 

am, Monday 10 February 2020 and 11.00 am, Monday 

24 February 2020. 

 

You can submit your nomination by: 

• hand delivery to the front office 

• email leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

• mail to ARO, c/- Maribyrnong Primary School  
For more information, contact the Assistant Returning 

Officer, Leanne Rankine on 6142 0570 or via email 

address above. 

 

DEFENCE STUDENT MENTOR 
(DSM) 

Over the last three weeks I have been working across the school 

meeting new people and catching up with defence families to see 

how they have settled into the new school year.  A large part of our 

discussions have focussed on friends, having friends, meeting 

friends, being a friend and keeping friends.   

 

Children’s wellbeing is supported when they develop a positive 
sense of self and the social skills to help them relate well with 
others. During the early years children are developing: 

• confidence about what they can do 

• positive feelings about themselves 

• trust that other children will be friendly 

• optimism and enthusiasm  

• their capacity to understand and respond to other 
children’s feelings (empathy) 

• their knowledge about the social rules and how to relate to 
other people 

• their skills in joining in and playing in groups with others. 
Parents and carers can help children develop their friendship and 
empathy skills by: 

• Modelling good communication skills such as listening, 
responding and showing interest. 

• Talking about everyday friendship experiences with a child. 
What went well? What did not go so well?  

• Stay close enough to support children in their interactions 
but try to also give them space to work out their own 
problems and offer help when this is not working. 

• Giving children encouragement and acknowledging their 
behaviour when you see them using friendship skills such 
as sharing, being responsible and caring about others. 

Information was taken from Kids Matter website. 
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters 

 

 
A reminder that “Possum Partners” happens each Friday starting at 

9.15 am in the library. If you would like to meet some new people 

and help with small jobs like book covering, creating displays and 

resources for classrooms we are the group for you! Everyone is 

welcome. 

 

I can be contacted on Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au or at 

school on Tuesday from 8.30am – 3.30pm and Friday from 8.30am – 

12.00pm if you have any questions or need some more information. 

 
Jackie Sampson. 
Defence Student Mentor (DSM) Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

 

mailto:leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters
mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:Jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   
  

 

OPEN ON WEDNESDAY MORNINGS: 
 

 The Preloved Uniform Shop is open in the hall from 
8.30 am until 9.10 am. Changes to opening times will 
be advertised on the  facebook page. Hats can be 
purchased through the canteen Wednesday to Friday. 

 
 School Banking is in the canteen from 8.30 am to      

9.00 am. To explore more about school banking, 
please visit www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 

 

OUR VALUES AND PBL 

 
How exciting it is to see the 

tokens fill the  
PBL Possum Boxes. 

 

 
Don’t forget to Wear YOUR Colours next 
Wednesday 26 February for the first 
WEAR IT WEDNESDAY.  

School Clean up Australia Day 
Friday 28 February 

 

At Maribyrnong Primary, caring for the environment is 

everyone's business. We participate in Clean up 

Australia Day every year and this year is no exception. 

On Friday February 28 we will clean up the entire school 

ground and the surrounding area. Every class begins the 

day with a video and discussion about what can happen 

to rubbish that gets into our waterways. After B1 lunch, 

everyone in the whole school will collect rubbish into 

their house team bins so that we can celebrate the 

house team with the most rubbish collected. We will 

sort the rubbish into the correct recycling, landfill or 

compost bins. We then also discuss how we hope there 

is less rubbish collected next year and how we can go 

about ensuring there is less litter in our school 

environment. 

 

Please send your child with labelled garden gloves if you 

have them. 

Kaleen Community  
Clean up Australia Day  
Sunday 1 March 
Families are welcome to join the Kaleen Community 

event for Clean up Australia Day on Sunday 1 March. We 

will meet at 10:30 am at the tennis courts on Birie Place 

(behind UC Kaleen High School) and collect litter from 

the ovals and stormwater drains up until 12 noon. 

 

 

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking


                                 
    

   
  

P&C String Instrumental Music Program: 

Group Guitar and Violin Lessons 

 
Guitar and violin students have made an excellent start to 

the new term, but we are always looking for more students 

to join in on the fun and learn an instrument. If you would 

like more information regarding the string music program, 

please fill and return an ‘expression of interest form’ 

available from the front office and our string music teacher 

Arianne Tan will be in touch. 

 

 

Please join us for the first P&C meeting 

and AGM of the year at 7.00 pm on 

Thursday 20 February in the Library. 



                                 
    

   
  

COMMUNITIES@WORK BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Ph: 0405 124 312 

Please notify Before and After Hours Care if your  

child is not attending their scheduled booking. 

 

 



                                 
    

   
  

BOOK PACKS AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS  

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK PACK 

ONLY 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library  

Trust Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total Contribution 

including Book 

Pack 

 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Book Packs are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six  

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar).  

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 Account 001615) and via our 

website using Quickweb  http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment   

 

Leanne, Ros, Emily and Cait. 

 

 

 

School Executive 

andrew.buesnel@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

matthew.veitch@ed.act.edu.au 

penelope.day@ed.act.edu.au 

Front Office 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.southwell@ed.act.edu.au 

caitlinn.amosa@ed.act.edu.au 

DSM 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

Specialist Teachers 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

ingrid.schryver@ed.act.edu.au 

rowena.king@ed.act.edu.au 

lisa.riepon@ed.act.edu.au 

nicole.mcalester@ed.act.edu.au 

jodi.lieschke@ed.act.edu.au 

rachelle.wilkinson@ed.act.edu.au 
jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 2 
leanne.hoffman@ed.act.edu.au 

peter.knights@ed.act.edu.au 
karolyn.odlum@ed.act.edu.au 
fiona.mcewan@ed.act.edu.au 

elizabeth.gocentas@ed.act.edu.au 

aaron.malouf@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 3 

tegan.arnold@ed.act.edu.au 
kacey.tait@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.vangalen@ed.act.edu.au 
symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 
justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 4 
sarah.nockels@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 
emma.jelbart@ed.act.edu.au 
natalie.walker@ed.act.edu.au  

Year 5 
joanne.francis@ed.act.edu.au 
henry.warre@ed.act.edu.au 

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au 
Year 6 

nicoleE.smith@ed.act.edu.au 
sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

katherine.duncan@ed.act.edu.au 
rebecca.kirpson-colley@ed.act.edu.au 

LSU 
 lalangi.abhayapala@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 
nicholas.neeson@ed.act.edu.au 

david.moller@ed.act.edu.au 

sam.hawkins@ed.act.edu.au 
LSUA 

christopher.moon@ed.act.edu.au 
melanie.rees@ed.act.edu.au 

Preschool 
merrin.walsh@ed.act.edu.au 

taryn.cameron@ed.act.edu.au 
amanda.ferris@ed.act.edu.au 
lanie.morrison@ed.act.edu.au 
kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 
nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au 

michelle.markezic@ed.act.edu.au 
Kindergarten 

tanya.maybury@ed.act.edu.au 
alison.nilon@ed.act.edu.au 
jacinta.bill@ed.act.edu.au 

megan.durham@ed.act.edu.au 
alexandra.avis@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 1 
stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au 
katalin.hajdu@ed.act.edu.au 
sarah.pringle@ed.act.edu.au 
leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 
kathy.french@ed.act.edu.au 

 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 

STAFF EMAILS 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not 

necessarily endorse the products or services 

advertised. 

 


