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NEWS FROM JEN THURSDAY 5 APRIL: Term 1 Week 9 

Congratulations to all of our swimmers who competed so well last Tuesday at the 
Belconnen District Swimming. Thank you to Mrs Penfold and Mrs Sampson for 
supporting our students. I have seen the plethora of ribbons our students won and have 
heard the stories about personal best times being achieved! It was great to see such 
resilience and grit displayed by our competitors in every race and what I was very proud 
of was the fun and excitement all participants demonstrated. The way that Maribyrnong 
students showed sustained interest and effort towards their goals is evidence of their 
focus and determination to achieve their personal best. A huge congratulations to all of 
our competitors, we look forward to hearing and sharing of more success at the ACT 
swimming in a few weeks.  

 
Farewell Mrs Carr 
This Friday at the whole school assembly, we will farewell Mrs Leslie Carr. Leslie joined 
the Maribyrnong team ten years ago as the primary school science specialist. In that time 
she built a gamete of sustainable practices and initiatives. There have been so many 
amazing highlights and achievements; the following examples are just a few. 
Leslie established a science enrichment program for senior school students which has 
been successfully running for years now. This program is thoroughly enjoyed by students 
and families and is hotly contested by all students.  
She has also established the Power Rangers who monitor the schools electricity 
consumption on a daily basis; increasing student awareness of the impact of their actions 
and behaviours.  
Leslie also established the school science fair, calling on experts from the field of science 
to take part in the judging process. This opportunity has improved the scientific inquiry 
that students engage in and provided access to real experts in this field.  
Leslie established the science week celebrations model using the Kids Teaching Kids 
philosophy where the senior school students teach the rest of the school about key 
scientific concepts. This leadership opportunity encourages children to work together to 
inquire and understand scientific concepts which are part of our day to day lives.  
Leslie also established the Gardening Club who grow plants, vegetables and manage the 
worm farm, bee hotel and green house. Nurturing a love of the environment and 
focusing on sustainable practices has contributed to student and community awareness 
of sustainable living practices.  
Leslie has also led the school to receive the 5 Star Waste Wise Accreditation at 
Maribyrnong. This took years of work and many initiatives, all of which were built upon 
and sustained over time.  
Leslie has also forged strong relationships with our local high school. Utilizing the 
agricultural resources in our local suburb to build connections and create pathways 
between schools.  
In amongst all of these achievements, Leslie taught and inspired generations of children 
to inquire about the world they live in. To question their decisions, to think locally, 
nationally and globally about the impact of their actions.   
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

APRIL 

5 P&C 7.00 pm 

6 School Cross Country K-6

 Assembly FAREWELL FOR LESLIE 

 whole school  @ 2.00 pm 

11 Kindy Picnic and Play Excursion 

13 ANZAC Assembly @ 9.15 am*

 (*special time) whole School 

 Last day of term!  

 
30 First day of term 2! 

  

 

CONTACTS 
 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    

   
  

 

Farewell Mrs Carr (continued…) 

 
On behalf of the children and young people Leslie has nurtured, supported, encouraged and inspired, I say thank you.   
On behalf of the families who have established or improved their sustainable practices at home, who have engaged in weekly waste 
wise lunches, and who are actively engaged in supporting her scientific endeavours, I say thank you.  
On behalf of the educators that Leslie has worked alongside, team taught, negotiated timetables and events, I say thank you.  
In the words of the great Stephen Hawking, scientists have become the bearers of the torch of discovery in our quest for knowledge. 
Leslie has been an amazing torch bearer for scientific discovery throughout her career. I wish her well in all that is to come.  
I invite families to join us at the farewell assembly for Leslie on Friday 6 April at 2.00pm.  
 
Cricket Clinic and Oztag 
A big thank you to Miss Wild for coordinating the Cricket Clinics for our year 3 to 6 students this term. The students have thoroughly 
enjoyed learning key cricket skills including bowling, batting, fielding and catching. Next term Mrs Jasmine Paunovic has organised 
free Oztag clinics for our year 4 to 6 students. We look forward to sharing these sessions with you next term.  
 
Enrolments 2019 
Enrolments for 2019 (preschool, year 7, year 11) are expected to open on Monday 30 April at 9.00am. The process for enrolment is 
to complete the online enrolment application, a copy will be automatically emailed to your nominated email address (that you 
include on the form) and to the school. The enrolment timeline is yet to be released, however families are expected to be emailed 
offers of enrolment in mid 2018. For families wanting more information, each high school holds an open night throughout May 
which you are welcome to attend to develop further insights into the approach to learning in place. Further information, including 
the enrolment portal and open night dates can be accessed through the following link:  
https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school  
  
Easter Raffle  
Our annual Easter Raffle went ahead last week. The wonderful Easter Bunny managed to arrive just in time for this celebration. An 
incredibly 58 prizes were given to families through a random selection draw. I would like to thank Deb Livermore for coordinating 
this event. My thanks also to the many volunteers who wrapped the prizes and also to then families who donated so many 
wonderful prizes. This was a great community service provided by our P&C and I thank them for their efforts.  
 
Supporting your Child’s Education 
There has been much discussion in the press recently about school fees, government funding and voluntary contributions.  We aim 
to provide the best possible education for every child enrolled at Maribyrnong Primary. In order to meet the needs of every child, 
class teachers continually participate in professional learning and discussions, assess and group students and of course plan, teach 
and review lessons. To support this at our school all voluntary contributions go directly towards providing resources for students. As 
stated the contribution is voluntary and payment details are confidential. No child misses out because their parent is unable to make 
the contribution. Having said this, the more money we receive from parents the more money we spend on classroom resources. You 
can make a contribution towards your child’s education even if you cannot pay the full amount. You may also choose to set up a 
payment schedule with regular payments made over the year or term. Please see Leanne to discuss how to set this arrangement up. 
If you would like to pay a larger amount it will most certainly be gratefully received.  
 
Have a safe and happy break, I look forward  
to seeing you all back at school on 
Monday 30 April for term 2.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, 
Jen. 
 
 

 

https://www.education.act.gov.au/school_education/enrolling_in_an_act_public_school


                                 
    

   
 

  

 

Positive Thinking  
 
How many have you heard the response “nothing” when you asked 
your child about their day? It is a common and typical response for 
many families. Why not try a few of these questions to start a 
conversation? 
 

 What was the best thing that happened at school today?  

 Tell me something that made you laugh today. 

 Where is the coolest place at the school? 

 Tell me a new or interesting word that you heard today.  

 If I called your teacher tonight, what would they tell me 
about you? 

 How did you help somebody today? 

 How did somebody help you today? 

 Tell me one thing that you learned today. 

 When were you the happiest today? 

 Tell me something great that happened today. 

 What word did your teacher say most today? 

 What do you think you should do/learn more of at school? 
Why? 

 Who in your class do you think you could include in you 
play? 

 Where do you play the most at B1 and B2? 

 Who is the funniest person in your class? Why are they  so 
funny? 

 If you got to be the teacher tomorrow, what would you 
do? 

 
These questions all focus on positive self-talk. Self-talk is the 
endless stream of unspoken thoughts that run through your head. 
These automatic thoughts can be positive or negative. Some self-
talk comes from logic and reason. Other self-talk may arise from 
misconceptions that are created because of a lack of information. 
If the thoughts that run through your head are mostly negative, 
your outlook on life is more likely pessimistic. If your thoughts are 
mostly positive, you're likely an optimist — someone who practices 
positive thinking. We want all of our students to think positively, 
especially about school.  
 
The questions above require children to think creatively about 
their day in a positive manner. When we talk to ourselves in a 
positive way, we can make a huge difference in how we feel. 
Positive self-talk can help children build self-esteem and 
confidence. Positive thinking doesn't mean that you keep your 
head in the sand and ignore life's less pleasant situations. It just 
means that you approach unpleasantness in a more positive and 
productive way. You think the best is going to happen, not the 
worst. Children who think and act positively at school display 
greater resilience and ultimately experience greater achievements 
across learning areas.  
 
What would you like to know about KidsMatter? Send your 
questions to Jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au and it will be answered 
in the next KidsMatter Update.  

 
 

Myth # 4 You should always use your finger to 

point at the words when learning to read. 
 

When children begin to read they will often point to the 
words on the page as they read. Teachers encourage this in 
the early stages of reading to make sure that they are aware 
of each word and the role that word plays in the sentence. It 
helps children make sense of what they are reading. 
However, as their reading develops finger-pointing is 
discouraged as effective reading requires us to use eye 
movements as we carefully scan lines of print. Finger 
pointing can delay this development. 
 
As children gain confidence in their own abilities finger-
pointing slows down their reading, hinders fluency and may 
cause them to lose focus on the meaning. Supporting your 
child to read with their eyes rather than finger-pointing is a 
skill that can also be practised when reading together. This 
provides a model for your child and they begin the see the 
text as chunks of information rather than many individual 
words that demand one on one attention.  
 
Tips for Supporting your Child’s Reading 

 Talk to your child…a lot. Children learn words more 
easily and build their vocabulary when they hear them 
often.  

 Tell stories. Children love it when you make up stories 
that involve them. “Once upon a time, there was a little 
boy named..... One day he went to …” As your child gets 
older they can help you build stories. Start a story and 
then ask your child what comes next. This kind of 
dialogue fosters exploration with language and 
encourages creative thinking. Example: “There was a cat 
walking along the road…” Ask your child “What happens 
next?” Allow your child to explore options.  

 Try holding D-E-A-R times at your house. "DEAR" stands 
for "Drop Everything and Read." During DEAR time, 
everyone in the family sits down for some uninterrupted 
reading time. 

 With young children, try reading to them during bath 
time. 

 
 

So.....this myth is BUSTED! While finger-pointing 

is an appropriate strategy for very early readers it 

becomes redundant as children gain confidence 

and their abilities grow. 

Looking for more information to support your child’s literacy 
or numeracy development?  Please contact Jantiena Batt 
through the front office or by email  
jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au  
  

  

READING MYTHBUSTER 
 

KIDSMATTER UNPACKED 
 

mailto:Jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    

   KEEP CONNECTED

 
 STAFF EMAILS 

  

 

Life as a defence family can be challenging at times. 

 

There are many support agencies available to provide services for defence families.  It 

is widely recognised that defence families are strongest when they are connected 

with their local communities. 

 

Defence Community Organisation (DCO) www.defence.gov.au/dco 

Provide a number of support and information services to facilitate defence families 

connecting with and contributing to their communities, and to engage the wider 

community in support of defence families. 

 

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) www.vvcs.gov.au 

VVCS has a wide range of counselling and group programs that can equip defence 

families with the skills and tools to cope with emotional challenges that the defence 

lifestyle may present. 

 

Soldier On www.soldieron.org.au 

Soldier On supports those who have served by focusing on their physical and mental 

health, their family, their community, and their future. 

 

Defence Special Needs Support Group (DSNSG)  dsnsg.org.au 

Defence Special Needs Support Group has support groups in each state and territory 

which are able to assist with information, support and assistance at a local level. 

Defence families are welcome to access these services at any time.  If you would like 

additional support or have questions about which service might be right for you 

Defence Community Organisation is the place to start.  You are also very welcome to 

contact us here at school if you require support to access these services. 

 

Jackie Sampson – Defence School Transition Aide. 

 

 

DSTA NEWS FROM JACKIE 
 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 

 

NOTES SENT OR EMAILED HOME  

Keep connected to news 

with: 
 Download the Skoolbag-

Maribyrnong Primary App to keep 

up to date with news, alerts, 

complete absence or excursion 

notes. 

    
 

 Like us on FACEBOOK for updates: 

Maribyrnong Primary School-Kaleen  

 
 

 The Maribyrnong website 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.

au/home 

 

2018 BOOK PACK AND  
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTION PAYMENTS 

Number of 

Children at 

School 

BOOK 

PACK 

 

School Based 

Consumables 

Library Trust 

Fund 

(Tax Deductible) 

Total 

Contribution 

(Fee Code 

VCBP18) 

1 $50.00 $67.00 $83.00 $200.00 

2 $100.00 $83.00 $117.00 $300.00 

3 $150.00 $100.00 $150.00 $400.00 

4 $200.00 $117.00 $183.00 $500.00 

 

Book Packs for 2018 are $50.00 per child from preschool to year six 

(the school matches your contribution dollar for dollar). 

 

Payments can be made by cash, Eftpos, internet banking (BSB 032 777 

Account 001615) and via our website using Quickweb  

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment 

 

 

 Kindy Picnic and Play note with 

Medical Consent 

 Year 3 Camp notes and payment 

 P&C Class Carer nomination and 

sign up note. 

 

 

 
 

 

Ph: 0405 124 312 
Please notify After Hours care if your 
child is not attending their booking. 

 

http://www.defence.gov.au/dco
http://www.vvcs.gov.au/
http://www.soldieron.org.au/
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/home
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/home
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/payment


                                 
    

   
 

 

  

Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on Wonderland - year 2 
We have had a tremendously busy start to 2018 in the Wonderland unit. We’ve been engaged in Aquasafe 

lessons and cricket clinics and had our minds dazzled by Questacon. The students have started number, reading 

and spelling groups and focused their inquiring minds on geography.   

 

Reading groups are focused on building strategies for 

reading comprehension and fluency. Students are 

reading levelled books and doing an amazing job of 

reader’s theatre and guided reading.  

In writing, we have been looking at narratives. Students 

have created characters, developed story settings and 

explored what makes a good story.  

We have also been looking at what makes a good 

sentence and turning simple sentences into complex 

ones. Students have been asking themselves does it 

make sense?  Is it one idea? Do I have punctuation? Is it 

spaced correctly? It’s been fantastic to see the 

improvement in sentence structure.   

Students have been enjoying number groups. So 

far we have explored place value to the 

thousands, whole number order, counting 

forwards and backwards and building efficient 

mental addition strategies such as using our 

knowledge of doubles and near doubles, bridging 

to the decade and adding to the decade. Next we 

are turning our attention to subtraction.  

In our class groups we measured, ordered and 

compared length and area using informal units. 

We also explored two dimensional shape and are 

about to learn more about flips, slides and turns. 

  

Our inquiry unit is focused on geography this 

term. Students have been discovering where they 

are on the map. Students have been especially 

excited to transfer their knowledge to the 

Chromebooks and have been exploring Google 

Maps.  

Students have been making connections to special 

places in Australia and the world. They have been 

sharing their stories with their classmates about 

family and friends. 

 Symone, Tanya, Alison, Sophie and Lisa. 

 



                                 
    

   

Lights on Learning! 

Focusing on Neverland - year 3 
It is hard to believe our first term together is almost over. We have been hard at work settling in to year 3 and getting to 

know everyone. This year there are 54 students spread over three classes. We have enjoyed spending time making our 

classrooms look fabulous with a range of bright and brilliant artworks. It’s lovely to see how well everyone is supporting 

each other to enable us to do our best learning. Year 3 has been focusing on spreading and sharing kindness where ever 

we go, and have a special box to nominate people for random acts of kindness. You know what they say… ‘A little kindness 

goes a long way.’ 

 

    

In English, our writing focus for term one has been the 

Narrative text type, and how we can write stories to 

entertain. We have been looking at how we can use 

descriptive language to enhance our writing and how 

authors use this to build a clearer picture of what they 

want the reader to see and feel. Using learning experiences 

like writer’s notebook and quick writes, the children have 

been developing a range of writing skills including 

character and setting descriptions. As a culmination of our 

learning, we are publishing our own stories and beginning 

to see ourselves as authors.  

Children are also given opportunities through journal 

writing to explore a variety of different writing genres. On 

Wednesday to Friday students rotate between spelling and 

reading groups. These groups allow for focused work to be 

planned for each child’s reading and spelling level. 

 

We have had a focus on measurement in our maths learning 

this term. Over the course of the term, we have looked at 

estimating, comparing and measuring length, capacity and 

mass using metric units. We are also learning to tell the time 

to the nearest minute.  

Our maths groups are also well underway with children 

working across the cohort to strengthen and extend their 

number knowledge. All groups have had a focus on place 

value, addition and subtraction strategies and developing 

mental computation skills. We are also thinking about how 

much maths we use in our everyday lives. Perhaps you could 

let us know how you use maths in your world. 

 

Our inquiry unit this term has seen us exploring how we can 

tell stories through art. We have looked closely at how 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have used 

symbols, rock painting, images and dance for thousands of 

years to tell stories, share their beliefs and communicate 

with other families. Our next step is to explore how other 

cultures and times throughout history have done the same 

thing. 

Fiona, Megan and Kylie. 

 

Reminders 

*Please make sure your children bring a clearly labelled 

hat to school. Students are responsible for their own 

belongings on the playground and classroom.  

*If you are late to school please take your child to the 

front office to be signed in before coming to the 

classroom.   

*Year 3 camp notes have been emailed home. If you 

would like a paper copy please see Ros or Leanne at the 

front office. 

 



                                 
    

   
  

P&C NEWS 

 

 

POSSUM CANTEEN NEWS 

 
The Preloved uniform shop is open every Wednesday 

morning from 8.30 am until 9.15 am. 
 

We are in need of more 2nd hand uniforms to sell and are 

accepting all preloved, washed, re-sellable uniforms. 

Hats can be purchased through the canteen  

Wednesday to Friday. 

School Banking is in the Canteen every Wednesday 
from 8.45 am to 9.00 am. 

 
To explore more about School Banking visit 

commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 
 

Week 10 Term 1 Wednesday 11 April Thursday 12 April Friday 13 April 

9.00 am - 1.30 pm    

9.00 am – 12.00 pm    

11.00 am – 1.30 pm   Emma 
 

Week 1 Term 2 Wednesday  2 May Thursday 3 May Friday 4 May 

9.00 am - 1.30 pm    

9.00 am – 12.00 pm   Jane 

11.00 am – 1.30 pm    

 

If you are available to help in the canteen, or if you would like to be included on future canteen rosters please see 

Rouvaye or Andrew in the canteen or call on 62415974.  Any help would be greatly appreciated, either for a whole shift or 

any time you can spare.  Volunteers who help out for a shift will be issued with a voucher for 1 Meal Deal.   

We look forward to seeing you in the canteen.  Thank you. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

School Executive 

jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au 

anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 

School Psychologist 

judy.marriott@ed.act.edu.au 

Front Office 

leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 

roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 

DSTA 

jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au 

5/6 

emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 

mia.grant@ed.act.edu.au 

emily.vangalen@ed.act.edu.au 

jasmine.paunovic@ed.act.edu.au 

jane.carr@ed.act.edu.au 

justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 4 

henry.warre@ed.act.edu.au 

michelle.ashworth@ed.act.edu.au 

amy.craven@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au  

 

 

 

LSU  

stacey.howard@ed.act.edu.au 

jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 

nicholas.neeson@ed.act.edu.au 

LSUA 

christopher.moon@ed.act.edu.au 

sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au 

Preschool 

merrin.walsh@ed.act.edu.au 

taryn.cameron@ed.act.edu.au  

stacey.hodgson@ed.act.edu.au 

niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 

kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 

nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au  

merrilyn.pepper@ed.act.edu.au  

Specialist Teachers  

sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 

elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au 

keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 

lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 

leslie.carr@ed.act.edu.au 

rowena.king@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

Year 3 

kylie.apps@ed.act.edu.au  

fiona.mcewan@ed.act.edu.au 

megan.durham@ed.act.edu.au 

rebec.kirpson-colley@ed.act.edu.au 

natalie.walker@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 2 

symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 

tanya.maybury@ed.act.edu.au 

lisa.riepon@ed.act.edu.au 

alison.nilon@ed.act.edu.au 

sophie.dash@ed.act.edu.au 

leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 1 

jane.baillie@ed.act.edu.au 

emma.jelbart@ed.act.edu.au 

sarah.baird@ed.act.edu.au 

peter.knights@ed.act.edu.au 

alexandra.avis@ed.act.edu.au  

Kindergarten 

camille.wise@ed.act.edu.au 

tegan.arnold@ed.act.edu.au 

karina.harris@ed.act.edu.au 

kacey.tait@ed.act.edu.au 

 

 

STAFF EMAILS 

 

 

Play Rugby  

Southwell Park, Lyneham 

U7s to U18s - Boys / Girls 

Registrations online 

 

For more information and to register  

www.owlsrugbyjuniors.com.au 

or 

 
Uni-Norths Juniors Ru 

gby Union Club 

 

Any queries please email 

 info@owlsrugbyjuniors.com.au 

mailto:jacqueline.sampson@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.owlsrugbyjuniors.com.au/
mailto:info@owlsrugbyjuniors.com.au


                                 
    

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maribyrnong Primary School does not necessarily endorse the products or services advertised. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 
 

  


