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NEWS FROM JEN Thursday 11 June,  Term 2 Week 7 

What a fabulous music scheme concert we enjoyed last night. A big thank you to Jan for 
nurturing the amazing talents of our pianists over the last six months. I would also like 
to congratulate each of our students who performed, we certainly enjoyed listening to 
your musical talents!  
 
With lots of events coming up over the next few weeks, including parent/teacher 
interviews in week nine, be sure to check our school calendar regularly or sync your 
phone with the school calendar so that you stay up to date as possible! 
 
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar 
 
Chess Competition 
A big thank you to Miss Pownall and Justine for accompanying 12 Maribyrnong students 
to compete at the Chess Competition on Tuesday 26 May. Three teams competed for 
the day, showing great talent and sportsmanship. When there were breaks in games, 
our students supported players from other schools by teaching them new moves and 
learning some new moves through friendly games. Our students had great success with 
one team coming fourth and another equal sixth. We look forward to keeping you 
informed of their results at the ACT competition.  
 
Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge 
Keep up the great reading for the Chief Minister’s Reading Challenge. It is wonderful to 
see so many students delving deeper into many great books. Our preschool to year two 
students have already completed The Challenge and our year three to six students are 
over half way! 
 
Congratulations Emily! 
A big congratulations to Emily S in year 4 for competing as  
part of the ACT Under 12s Basketball Team. The team  
competed in Bathurst over the weekend, playing upwards 
of 5 games. Emily scored a few goals across the games and  
supported her team to win the overall competition.  
Emily also won a best player award!  
Congratulations to Emily and the team! 
 
P&C Trivia Night 
Our annual P&C Trivia Night is fast approaching, with Friday 31 July less than two 
months away. This year our trivia night will be held at the Canberra Labor Club 
(Belconnen) and is set to be another great night of fun where you can get to know 
many new members of our school community. Numbers are strictly limited so please 
make sure you book in as soon as you have your table of 8. The theme this year is The 
Great Outdoors, with optional dress up and table decorations. There will again be prizes 
for best costumes as well as many great prizes and of course items up for grabs as part 
of the auction. We look forward to seeing you all there! 
 

CONTACTS: 
Maribyrnong School     
Ph: 62055933    Fax: 62055932 
www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au     
 
FACEBOOK: Maribyrnong  
Primary School-Kaleen 

 
 
Board Chair   Lauren Newman 
laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au  
 
P&C President Noel Florian    
maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com   
 
Possum Pantry Canteen 
Wednesday to Friday Ph: 6241 5974 
http://www.flexischools.com.au 
 
Communities@Work ph:0400462086 
Breakfast Club and After School Care  
  
Westpac School Bank Account  
BSB 032 777    Account 001615 
EFTPOS is available with a $10 minimum 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER:  
JUNE 
15 Christan Education in school  
 (CEIS) Opt-in 
16 1/2 Reptiles Inc incursion 
 Reports posted 
17 School Photos 
18 Board 6.00 pm and P&C 7.00 pm 
19 Assembly 2.15 pm -1/2 item 
22-25 Interview week 
25 Mini Fete and special lunch 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/our_community/calendar
http://www.maribyrnongps.act.edu.au/
mailto:laurennewman_13@yahoo.com.au
mailto:maribyrnongpandc@gmail.com
http://www.flexischools.com.au/


                                 
    
   NUMERACY MYTHBUSTER 

 
  

 
Around the Grounds  
Throughout the course of the year we have many questions from 
families about how different aspects of school life work, including 
literacy groups, numeracy groups, gifted and talented education and 
learning assistance programs. We also receive questions regarding 
what things like voluntary contributions are and how they are spent, 
the role of the School Board, and ways families can become involved in 
school life. These questions have prompted an ongoing section in our 
newsletter which is called ‘Around the Grounds’. We aim to share 
some greater insights into different aspects of school life around the 
grounds. If you have any particular questions you would like answered, 
I encourage you to email them through so that we can answer them for 
you, chances are there is more than one person with the same 
question. I look forward to your thoughts 
Jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au  
 
National Simultaneous Storytime 
Our students from kindergarten to year six participated in this 
nationwide event on Wednesday 27 May. All across Australia, children 
were read The Brothers Quibble by Aaron Blabey . The event aims to 
promote the value of reading and to celebrate Australian authors and 
illustrators. Ms Pownall reminded us all about the joy we experience 
when a favourite story is read to us. Perhaps you could choose a 
favourite childhood book and read it to your children tonight. For our 
beginning readers we know that readers are born in the laps of their 
parents and for our older readers it is an opportunity to hear about 
why some stories take a special place in our heart and memories. 
 
Parking 
We would also like to remind all parents and carers who pick up 
students in the main car park to please travel through the car park 
slowly and be very mindful of other people in the car park. Please do 
not park on nature strips or anywhere that could obscure the vision of 
other drivers, or limit a driver’s ability to see children in the car park. 
There are many places around the local neighbourhood to park 
including Shannon Circuit.  
 
Student Injury Insurance and Ambulance Transport  
The Education and Training Directorate does not provide any insurance 
cover for injury, disease or illness to students resulting from school 
activities or school-organised excursions. Claims for compensation are 
met where there is a legal liability to do so. Liability is not automatic 
and depends on the circumstances in which any injury, disease or 
illness was sustained. As there is no automatic insurance cover for 
personal injury if your child is injured at school or during a school 
organised activity/excursion you should therefore consider whether 
taking out personal insurance cover for your child is warranted. This 
insurance might cover contingencies including medical/hospital 
expenses, ambulance transport outside the ACT, and cancellation of 
transport/accommodation or loss of/damage to luggage. The ACT 
Ambulance Service provides free ambulance transport for students 
who are injured or suddenly become ill at school or during an approved 
school organised activity within the ACT. For more information, please 
see the ACT ETD's Responding to Student Accidents/Incidents Policy.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support! 
 
Jen. 
 
 
 

Myth # 4 Math ability or aptitude is inborn 

We accept that some people are born with a talent for 
music or art or athletics. But what about mathematics? Do 
some of us just arrive in the world with better math skills 
than others? 
 
Mathematics is inborn, but it is inborn in all of us. It is a 
human trait. This trait is referred to as ‘number sense’. 
Number sense is broadly defined as a framework of 
number information that supports us to understand 
numbers and their relationships so we can solve 
mathematical problems without writing formal algorithms.  

Number sense is basic to all animals, not just human 
beings. For instance, creatures that hunt or gather food 
use it to ascertain where they can find and procure the 
most nuts, plants or game and to keep track of the food 
they hunt or gather. We humans use it daily to allow us, at 
a glance, to estimate the number of open seats in a movie 
theatre or the number of people in a crowded meeting. 
Children use their number sense when counting how many 
play cars they have, or when they recognise the house 
numbers increase or decrease,  or when they estimate the 
discount they will get in a 50% off sale.  

Numbers sense is universal we all have it but it can be 
further developed. Here are some different ways to do 
this: 

• Count the number of times you and your child can 
throw a ball to each other without dropping it. 

• Have your child count as far as he or she is able to and 
then encourage your child to join you while you 
continue counting. 

• Play games such as Dominoes, Snakes and Ladders, 
card games or board games involving a die with dot 
patterns. This will help your child to recognise 
patterns and count. Change the die to one showing 
numbers to help your child read and recognise 
numbers. 

• Look at and say the numbers on license plates and 
road signs. Then try and add them as quick as you can! 

 
So.....this myth is BUSTED! 
 
Math ability or aptitude is 
developed through building 
number sense.  
We all have it! 
 
Looking for more information to support your child’s 
literacy or numeracy development?  
Please contact Jantiena Batt through the front office or by 
email  jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au  

 
 

 

mailto:Jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au
mailto:jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au


                                 
    
   STAFF EMAILS

 
   

  

 

Role of the Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) 
The role of the P&C association in ACT government schools is to promote parent 
participation in the work of schools and to provide strong positive community support 
for the school by encouraging parents to be involved in various ways.  
 
The P&C can encourage parents to do this by:  

• seeking effective home/school communication, determining parent needs 
about reporting on student progress, encouraging language translation 
where necessary and appointing class representatives contacts  

• encouraging parents to participate in decision-making and school policy 
development by providing forums for parent discussion of problems and 
issues, ensuring that interested parents stand for election to the school 
board and being involved in school development reviews  

• supporting parent involvement in learning at home with information to help 
parents assist learning at home, a well-publicised homework policy and by 
organizing workshops for parents  

• encouraging volunteers in the classroom and for excursions, sports day, etc  
• operating school support services such as the canteen and uniform shop  
• fundraising  
• establishing a parent presence in the school  

 
For more information please see the following link: 
http://www.actparents.org.au  
 

 
The Maribyrnong P&C meet twice a term on the Thurday of weeks three and eight. 
The next P&C meeting will be held in the Library at 7.00 pm on Thursday 18 June.  
All are welcome! 
 
 

 

jennifer.howard@ed.act.edu.au 
jantiena.batt@ed.act.edu.au 
anna.thorpe@ed.act.edu.au 
leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 
roslyn.riddle@ed.act.edu.au 
shane.deane@ed.act.edu.au 
sarah.dorrough@ed.act.edu.au 
elissa.penfold@ed.act.edu.au 
emma.wild@ed.act.edu.au 
justine.minchin@ed.act.edu.au 
lynette.lisacek@ed.act.edu.au 
kathy.nash@ed.act.edu.au 
leslie.carr@ed.act.edu.au 
kylie.apps@ed.act.edu.au 
symone.chipreo@ed.act.edu.au 
lyndall.nash@ed.act.edu.au 
keilly.pownall@ed.act.edu.au 
stacey.hodgson@ed.act.edu.au 
amanda.peake@ed.act.edu.au 
lucy.tome@ed.act.edu.au 
camille.wise@ed.act.edu.au 
sarah.baird@ed.act.edu.au 
naomi.devlin@ed.act.edu.au 
jessica.lepakshi@ed.act.edu.au 
leeanne.walls@ed.act.edu.au 
lee.amer@ed.act.edu.au 
jacque.mengel@ed.act.edu.au 
virginia.norris@ed.act.edu.au 
nicola.toms@ed.act.edu.au  
niomi.ceely@ed.act.edu.au 
elsa.hendry@ed.act.edu.au 
georgia.richardson@ed.act.edu.au 
gaby.carter@ed.act.edu.au 
sally.longworth@ed.act.edu.au  
kelly.perrett@ed.act.edu.au 
judy.marriott@ed.act.edu.au 

 

AROUND THE GROUNDS  

 5/6 War Memorial excurion 
 PTO - Parent Teacher Online 
 School Photo Envelopes- collect your 

sibling photo envelopes from the 
office 

 1/2 incursion Reptiles Inc 
 5/6 Mini Fete- Special Lunch 
 
P&C NOTES: 
 Scholastic Book Club 
 Red Gum book club brochures 

available at the front office 

 
 
 

 

NOTES SENT HOME  

Last Friday the whole school participated in a Crazy Hair Day to raise funds to support 
the Red Cross’ Nepal Earthquake Appeal as this is a terrible natural disaster that has 
affected the lives of many millions of people.  We are pleased to say that our total 
across the school was $430.65! 
 
Well done also to Mitchell M and Rhys S who volunteered to shave their heads to 
raise additional money for this cause. We look forward to hearing how much they 
raised and more news from the SRC in coming weeks. 
 
  
 
  
 

SRC NEWS  

CEIS 

 
*CEIS is on Monday 15 June this term.  
 

http://www.actparents.org.au/


                                 
    
   
 

 

 

  

 

On Tuesday the Auroras went on our excursion to two historical 
sites depicting life in the early 1900’s in Canberra. At Calthorpe’s 
House we were able to walk through Dawn Calthorpe’s family 
home and look at many artefacts and hear their family stories. 
We walked though their garden and played old fashioned 
games. At Mugga Mugga we saw the home of the Curley family 
and looked at the stories the artefacts told us. We have been 
able to reflect on what we have learned about the differences 
between the past and the present. 
 

 
Next week, we would like the children to bring their own 
artefact in to share with class. It should be at item that helps 
them to tell a story about their family’s past. 
 
Naomi, Jessica, Sarah, Leeanne and Kathleen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Crazy hair day at preschool 
In week 6 the preschoolers  joined in to raise funds to assist 
with rebuilding Nepal after their devastating earthquake. 
Many of the staff and children spent time creating interesting 
and fun hairstyles. We thank all families for their support. 
 

 
The colder weather is definitely upon us. It is now hats off, so 
please pack a beanie to stay in your child’s pocket. A warm 
jacket and closed in shoes will also ensure your child is 
comfortable at preschool. 
 
The preschool team 
Georgia, Ni, Elsa, Kelly, Gaby, Merrie and Sally.  
 
 

 
 

The Alpha show of Hercules was lots of fun this week! The 
children really enjoyed watching Hercules learn to be a hero 
without needing to fight. 
 
Crazy hair day last Friday was lots of fun and the students 
really enjoyed coming in and showing off their different hair 
styles and colours. There were also some fantastic wigs as 
well! The school raised an amazing amount of money!  
 
Each Friday the students in the Neon unit participate in art 
rotations between the four teachers. This term the students 
have been creating visual art works with a different animal 
base. They have examined; Tigers, Butterflies, Mandarin Duck 
and Koi Fish as well as creating an art piece using a 
camouflaging technique.  
 
We have also had a large increase in lost property at the 
moment. Please ensure that all items of clothing, lunchboxes 
and drink bottles come to school labelled so they do not end 
up in the lost property basket. 
 
Please remember that Reptiles Inc is coming next Tuesday to 
the Neon unit so they can learn about different reptiles and 
the adaptations that they have linking to our Integrated Unit. 
Please return your note ASAP if you have not yet done so. 
 
Amanda, Aaron, Camille, Kathleen, Keilly, Lucy, Nicola and 
Stacey. 
 
 
 
 

GLIMMERS, DAZZLERS, SPARKLERS (PRESCHOOL) AURORAS (K and K/1) 

 

NEONS (1/2) 
 

BEAMERS  (3/4) 

 
We’ve been very spoilt since our last  
newsletter item. A few weeks ago we  
had two visitors who came in and ran 
poetry workshops with our students.  
One workshop had to do with using  
similes and the other was writing  
emotive poetry. The students really  
enjoyed the workshops and it kick 
started further learning around poetry. Each class has been busy 
writing different kinds of poems and it’s lovely to see the 
different approaches the students have. 
 
We were treated to yet another fantastic performance by the 
Alpha Show crew yesterday. The students’ enjoyed learning 
about the story of Hercules and it provided a wonderful 
opportunity for our students to see full scale costumes, make up 
and sets.  
 
We have a growing pile of lost property in our pit. Everything 
that’s named is being returned however there is a lot of clothing 
that is unlabelled. If you are missing clothing please feel free to 
come and take a look.  
 
Have a wonderful two weeks!  
Symone, Kylie, Lyndall and Justine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                 
    
   

This year the year 6 students will be running their mini fete in 
term two instead of term four. A note was sent out requesting 
all students from 5/6 to supply food items that can be sold to 
raise funds for the Year 6 End of year Dinner Disco. The mini 
fete is on Thursday of week nine of this term. 
 
Year 5/6 will be going to the War  
Memorial Wednesday 1 July,   
week 10 of this term and we require 
final numbers ASAP. 
 
This year there is  a new computer 
based booking system for parents/cares to book an interview 
time with their child’s teacher. More information will be out 
soon. 
 
While it is winter, students will still take their jumpers off as 
they run around and warm up. Please make sure that your 
child’s name is written clearly on their jumper so lost property 
can be returned. 
 
Thank you from the 5/6 team,             
Shane, Elissa, Sarah, Emma and Justine. 
 

 
 

 

  

GLOW WORMS (LSUA) 

 

A busy week of learning experiences in LS. We are continuing 
our rotation of tabletop experiences in the morning. Through 
these experiences we are learning more about turn taking, 
social sharing and tasking on and working hard to complete the 
activity before we move on to the next experience; it’s lovely to 
hear the children inviting each other to their table to share the 
activity together. 

 
 
Winter has arrived so don’t forget to label all those extra 
clothes your children are arriving in. 
 
Lee and Jacque. 
 
 

The Glow Worms have been busily  
rehearsing their Readers Theatre  
play entitled ‘Robin Hood’.  We will 
be performing this on Friday 19 June,  
from 10.00 - 10.30 am in the LSUA. 
The students are working on  
invitations to take home.  
 
The Glow Worms would like 
to welcome Michelle Markezic, 
who will be providing LSA support 
to our students. Michelle is 
beginning to get to know our  
students and has worked in other 
parts of the school.  We would also  
like to extend a thank you to Kathleen Price-Barnes who will 
be increasing her time in the LSUA.  Kathleen brings a 
multitude of experience to her role as an LSA and is currently 
studying to become a teacher. We farewell Nicola Toms who is 
using her expertise to provide support in the 1/2 unit. We wish 
her well in her new role. 
 
As it is report writing time, it is important to note that the 
students in the LSUA are not automatically exempt from the A-
E graded component of the report process.  If you wish to opt 
out of receiving the A-E reports, you must sign and send in the 
opt out form. 
 
Cheers 
Virginia, Kathleen and Michelle. 
 

 

FIREFLIES (LSU) 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 

SUPERNOVAS (5/6) 

 

PARENT TEACHER ONLINE (PTO) 
Thank you to those who have returned the Parent Teacher 
Online (PTO) form. This is an online booking system for parent 
teacher interviews. Please return this note asap or come see us 
in the front office if you need another copy. More information is 
coming soon in regard to booking for appointments in week nine. 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS are on Wednesday 17 June. 
    
   Family Photo Envelopes for sibling  
   photos are held at the front office 
   if you wish to have all your children 
   in a photo together.  
 
 
Thank you, 
Leanne and Ros. 

 
We are fundraising with the Entertainment™ Book and 
Entertainment™ Digital Membership.  
 
Follow this link to  ORDER YOURS NOW  
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/27692k 
 
For enquiries, Leanne Rankine on 0262055933 or  
leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/27692k
mailto:leanne.rankine@ed.act.edu.au
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POSSUM PANTRY ROSTER 
 

Week 8 Term 2 Wednesday 17 June Thursday 18 June Friday 19 June 
9.00 am - 2.30 pm Robyn 

 
 Kerry 

9.00 am - 12 noon Kim Wendy 
Kerry 

 

12.00pm - 3.00 pm  Emma  
Week 9 Term 2 Wednesday 24 June Thursday 25 June Friday 26 June 
9.00 am - 2.30 pm Rebekah Canteen Closed 

Mini Fete 
 

Kerry 
 

9.00 am - 12 noon Kim  
12.00 pm- 3.00 pm   
The canteen has been getting busier and we would love to get some more volunteers, 
if you are available to help in the canteen on any of the shifts not yet covered, or if you 
would like to be included on future canteen rosters please see Bec or Rouvaye in the 
canteen or call them on 62415974.  Any help would be greatly appreciated, either for a 
whole shift or any time you can spare.  Volunteers who help out for a shift will be 
issued with a voucher for 1 Meal Deal.   
 
We look forward to seeing you in the canteen.  Thank you. 
 
 

P&C NEWS 

 POSSUM PANTRY MEETING 
There will be a canteen meeting on 
Tuesday 16 June at 9:00 am in the 
canteen. 
 
If you are interested in the canteen, 
how it runs, special lunch planning, 
want to volunteer or just want to meet 
some other parents please come along 
and have a cuppa. 

 

 
 

P&C TRIVIA NIGHT 

SCIENCE  

  

 

 


